This public house is presently undergoing rennovation and has had its rendered front facade removed to reveal much of its former timber-frame detail. Although some of these timbers appear early-17th century in date, it has a mid-17th century, 2-storey, 3-bay, end-chimneys, central-entry, plan form. All evidence of the original roof timbers was removed when the 19th century, second-floor, stud and brick addition was added. The plan consists of a hall to the left-unit, a lobby-entry with pantry/stair central-unit, and a parlour to the right-unit. The left-unit was jettied on the front facade at first-floor, which is close-studded, while the ground-floor has been underbuilt in brick (some timber-walling may survive behind boxed lining). The central-unit and right-unit are of 4-tier square-frameing. A post and panel partition in the parlour-end divides it from the pantry/lobby. While the hall/kitchen is divided from the pantry/lobby by a square-framed partition (now mostly cut out). The left-unit’s studding appears to have been cut-back slightly, by the adjacent Midland Bank.
Interior

 Both the hall/kitchen and parlour fireplaces have chamfered lintels with ogee stops. In the hall/kitchen a pair of soffit mortises to its girding-beam, may indicate cupboard framing, rather than a timber-framed fireplace, prior to the present stone one. There are two axial ceiling-beams with angled/curved stops, double-tennoned into the girding-beam, and there are widely spaced, square-section joists. The entire north-wall’s mid-rail retains peg and mortise evidence for square-framed 2-tier wall-framing and has soffit peg holes for staves to hold wattle and daub infill.

The pantry has similar ceiling-beams to hall/kitchen, extending across to a partitioned stair against a stone wall at the parlour-end. A blocked doorway once gave access to the cellar under the parlour, now accessed via the rear extension and bar. This original cellar has a replacement pair of axial ceiling-beams, and has been clearly extended, by making a doorway through the stone end-wall to the east, and to the rear under the adjoing property. There is evidence for a secondary fireplace against the former outside wall in this extension.
The parlour has two vertically rectangular-section axial ceiling-beams and joists, all 19th century replacements. Mortises for the original, slightly lower joists exist in the north mid-rail wall-frame. The post and panel partition is plain with mortised and pegged studs to head and sole beams.The panels of thinner section fit into the grroved studs. There are jambs for a doorway and peg holes indicate the position of the door-head. Pegged mortises with asssembly-marks in the head-beam, indicate a square-framed partition above at first-floor. The end-wall fireplace projects inwards and has brick walls with c 1900 panelling to its exterior but retains a mid-17th century timber lintel. The north wall framing has had modern studs added to the original mid-rail, one original cut-back stud being thicker in section, perhaps to support a former stair.
The first floor was divided into two rooms either side a well stair, which rises from the side of the pantry to the former attic, now the second floor. The room over the parlour retains a chamfered transverse ceiling-beam with pairs of axial beams to each side, and plaster ceiling. The room was probably heated, by a fireplace in the projection at the end wall, but is now blocked. Above this room there is evidence of peg holes for studs over the wall plate indicateing a gabled window to light the attic-floor (see elevation).
Comment

The plan and details indicate a good mid-17th century timber-framed town- house, altered in the 19th century when the upper storey was added and the facade rendered. The jettied and close-studded room above the kitchen/hall suggests a room of some status, perhaps a grand-chamber, reached from a fairly grand stair. The junction of the jettied part and the non-jettied 2-bays is slightly odd, and the moulded jetty beam has a length replaced at this point, perhaps indicating a rebuild in the late-17th century. However, the corner post of the square-framed partition lies against the principal-post on the south elevation, apparently built to accommodate the inset ground-floor and the part without a jetty. The building appears to have pre-dated the Midland Bank, and probably once had a jettied east gable-end, looking onto an open space.
 Visited Geoff Ward, 22/07/2010.
