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NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY

This specification details the proposal for a desktop study and standing fabric recording prior to the alteration of Hillside Barn, Llanvaches.
1. Introduction

The alteration of Hillside Barn is proposed as part of a development at: Land and Barns to East of Hillside Cottage, Gilvach Lane, Llanvaches. Planning Application no: 07/0103. 

Bond Demolition, Bedwas House Industrial Estate, Caerphilly, has applied for planning permission to convert the above building, subject to archaeological standing building recording during demolition. A planning condition has been proposed by Newport County Borough Council on the advice of Glamorgan and Gwent Archaeological Trust (GGAT). The proposed planning condition states that: 
‘No site works shall be undertaken until the implementation of an appropriate programme of building recording and analysis has been agreed with the local planning authority, to be carried out by a specialist acceptable to the local planning authority an in accordance with an agreed written brief and specification’.

The justification for the imposition of the condition is:
‘As the building is of architectural and cultural significance the specified records are required to mitigate impact’.
This document represents a written specification for the proposed archaeological work. The work is to be undertaken by Cambrian Archaeological Projects in accordance with the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) standards and guidelines, and within current Health and Safety Guidelines. It also follows English heritage Guidelines for the recording of standing buildings – Understanding of Historic Buildings: A guide to good recoding practice (2006).
2. Aims and Objectives

The aim of the desk top study and standing fabric recording will be to make an adequate record of the building prior to its alteration so that a permanent record survives. 
3. Methods statement

Desktop study
A brief search of information held in the Historic Environment Record, and in the records of the Royal Commission of Ancient and Historic Monuments of Wales, will be undertaken.

Standing building recording

A survey will be undertaken of the building. It will comprise written, photographic and drawn records to English Heritage 2006, Level 2 specification. This will cover external views, internal features and phasing.
Photographs will be taken in high-resolution digital photography with the camera set to take TIFF format images (14mb per file).
Drawn records will be undertaken in digital format and printed at a scale of 1:50, with more detail where required. These will be based on existing architect’s drawings.
Site archive
The site archive will be prepared in accordance with MAP 2, Appendix 3 (English Heritage 1991). It will comprise all the data recovered during the desk-based assessment and building survey and shall be quantified, ordered and indexed and will be internally consistent. The archive will be deposited with the RCAHMW.

Final reporting

A draft report will be submitted to the client and GGAT for comments within 4 weeks of on site works being complete.

A full client report of the results of the archaeological work will be prepared within 6 weeks of the end of the fieldwork.
The client report will contain, as a minimum, the following elements:

· A concise non-technical summary of the project results

· Location plans of all drawn and photographic records in relation to the site
· Building recording report with plans, elevations and plates
· A statement of the local and regional context of the remains

· Conclusions

· Bibliography

Two copies of the report will be sent to Bond Demolition, two copies to GGAT and one to the RCAHMW.

A summary report will be submitted to the editor of the CBA's Archaeology in Wales, for inclusion in the annual Archaeological Notes section. 
4.   Resources and programming 

Programming
The building recording will be undertaken by a suitably qualified archaeologist from Cambrian Archaeological Projects Ltd. 

The work will be undertaken during February 2009. 
Equipment
The project will use existing Cambrian Archaeological Projects Ltd equipment.

Insurance
Cambrian Archaeological Projects is an affiliated member of the CBA, and holds Insurance through the CBA insurance service.

Health and safety
All members of staff will adhere to the requirements of the Health & Safety at Work Act, 1974, and the Health and Safety Policy Statement of Cambrian Archaeological Projects.
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