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1
Introduction

This document is a methods statement for an archaeological desk-based assessment and impact assessment of land at Sweet Lamb, Llanidleos, Powys. National Grid Reference: SN8282784610, Fig 1.
The assessments covers a proposed wind farm of 27 turbines on land around Y Foel with associated access tracks, crane hardstandings and services. 

This design brief has been prepared by Kevin Blockley, Director, Cambrian Archaeological Projects Ltd against a model brief issued by Mark Walters, Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust. 
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Aims and research objectives

The assessments will comprise a desk-based study, impact assessment and field visit. The setting study and ASIDOHL will be undertaken by another consultant.
The objective of the assessment will be to make a full and affective use of existing information in establishing the archaeological impacts as follows:

Potential physical impacts

The desk-based assessment and fieldwalkover will establish the following:

· Location of known archaeological sites and landscapes within the proposed development area

· Potential for palaeo-environmental samples within the proposed development area

· Previous disturbance or truncation on the site, which may have affected archaeological remains, including any significant changes in levels from those indicated on old Ordnance Survey maps

· Where information is available, the physical impact of the proposed development including the full extent of groundworks associated with construction of:

1. Wind turbine bases

2. Services

3. Access roads

4. Ground reduction

5. Substations

6. Change in ground conditions on waterlogged or environmentally rich sites
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Methodology and sources of the physical impact of the development
All work will be conducted in compliance with the Codes of Practice of the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA 2001), and will follow IFA Standards and Guidance for Desk-Based Assessment (IFA 2002).

The assessment will undertake a study of all readily available primary and secondary documentary, cartographic, pictorial, aerial/ground photographic and oral sources in order to provide an historical framework for the surviving archaeological remains. The sources consulted will include:

A site visit 

This will assess using a 30m transect fieldwalk:

· The location of visible archaeological remains such as earthworks

· The current ground conditions

Maps

As a minimum the following maps will be included in the study:

· Tithe Map
· 1st Edition OS Map
· 2nd Edition OS Map
· Estate maps

· Other available maps

Aerial photographs

Aerial photographs will be looked at for the specific site and the immediate surrounding area. The following repositories will be assessed:

· SMR at CPAT

· Welsh Assembly Government
· RCAHMW
SMR

The following sources at the SMR will be consulted:

· Records of archaeological sites within the site boundary
· Copies of Scheduled Ancient Monument designations

· Copies of Listed Buildings designations

· Lists of details for Historic Battlefields

· Lists of details for Historic Parks and Gardens

· Conservation Area Boundaries

· Digital photographic coverage of the area
Other sources

Other sources that will be consulted are:

· Appropriate archaeological journals and books

· Historical documents held in local museums, libraries, record offices and archives

· Unpublished material held by local archaeological organizations (amateur and professional)

· Any borehole, trial pit and geotechnical data held by the developer
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Report
It is accepted that the desk-based assessment is the first stage in a potential multi-staged programme of archaeological work and that further pre-determination evaluation work may be required.

Two copies of the report will be supplied to CPAT.

The report will include the following:

· A description of the geology on the site

· The nature and extent of the proposed development and client information

· Period bases discussion of the known and potential archaeological sites within the proposed development area

· Discussion of the physical impact of the proposed development on known and potential archaeological sites
· Impact assessment table showing all archaeological sites and the impact of the proposals

· Suggestions for further evaluation work if required and mitigation

· A location plan of the site at an appropriate scale (t least 1:10,000)

· A location plan of the extent of the proposed development area at a recognized planning scale and with reference to the national Grid, to allow sites to be accurately plotted on the SMR

· A plan with the extent of the proposed development showing all known archaeological sites, Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Historic Battlefield, Historic Parks and Gardens in the proposed development area and the full zone of visual impact and all new sites identified during the desk-based assessment, labeled and cross referenced to a gazetteer and the text

· Copies of all maps described in the text with the extent of the proposed development area marked on each map. Where possible historical maps will be digitally transcribed onto a 1st Edition OS base map

· Copies of aerial photographs (AP) showing archaeological sites or plans with cropmarks drawn in the correct location, transcribed onto a modern day base map
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Site archive

The archive will be deposited with an appropriate local museum and will include:

· A copy of the report

· Original illustrations and tracings that are not included in the report

· A digital copy of the report and illustrations

The archive will be submitted within six months of completion of the project, subject to confidentiality of the material.

The archive will be submitted to CPAT.
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Publication

A short report will also be submitted to the CBAs Archaeology in Wales.

8
Resources and programming

The project will be undertaken by suitably qualified Cambrian Archaeological Projects staff.
The principal member of staff undertaking the desk-based assessment will be Richard Jones who has undertaken many previous desk-based assessments.

Equipment

The project will use existing Cambrian Archaeological Projects equipment.

Programming

The archaeological presence on site will conform to the requirements of the client. It is hope that the desk-based assessment and field walkover will be undertaken in February 2006 and the report completed in March. 
Insurance

Cambrian Archaeological Projects is an affiliated member of the CBA, and holds Insurance through the CBA insurance service. Public Liability Insurance is for £2,000,000 in any one accident.

Health and Safety and IFA Code of Conduct

Staff of Cambrian Archaeological Projects will adhere to the Health and Safety at Work Act, 1974.

All work will be undertaken with due regard to the Institute of Field Archaeologist's Code of Conduct; the Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology; Guidelines for Finds Work; Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Excavations.

Kevin Blockley

Cambrian Archaeological Projects Ltd

1 February 2006
