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Introduction

The Arborculturalist Officer for Parks Services, Cardiff City Council has compiled a Tree
Inspection Report Form as enclosed and dated 9" July 2008. The Report form provides
detail information on the condition and position of the trees within the project site and
also on the lands directly to the rear of the library building within the adjacent Cemetery. A
Tree Tag Reference Plan is enclosed at the end of this document.

Key issues pertaining to the trees in close proximity of the building are summarised in the
report by the Project Architect for Projects Design and Development, Cardiff City Council
together with how these issues are to be addressed.

The Pre-development Tree Inspection Report has been supplemented by the photographs
of the trees in the vicinity of the site.

This information is to be read in conjunction with; (i} the enclosed Tree Tag reference plan
and (i1) drawing Ref (Site Survey & Location Plan & Site Photos — SCHD(A) 01 Rev B and
(il1) drawing Ref (Site Ownership Boundaries Plan — SCHD(A)02) and (iv) drawing Ref
(Proposed landscape design CAT.08.01.01 & 02).

Key Issues Pertaining To the Trees in Close Proximity To The Building

It has been established that the presence of mature trees in close proximity to the front
and rear of the library building is a key issue for consideration in the proposed
refurbishment and future maintenance of the building,

A property condition report has been commissioned by Projects Design and
Development, Cardiff City Council as undertaken by EC Harris Surveyors as dated 19
October 2008 including photographic records.

The above condition report concluded in part “the library appears to have suffered from a
lack of adequate maintenance over a prolonged period of time as evident by the extent of
damp staining internally” and “that large trees on the site of the adjacent cemetery grounds
are located within close proximity of the library, some of which overhang the roofs
creating a significant maintenance issue for the property”. The report recommended
seeking advice from an aborculturalist on the extent of pruning that can be undertaken.

It 1s evident from the condition report that the close proximity and overhanging trees have
resulted in fallen foliage and leaves at roof level and thus exacerbated the blockages and
failure to the drainage systems at roof level; parapet gutters, rainwater hoppers, outlets and
the rain water down pipes. The access to parapets gutters is severely restricted in particular
on Whitchurch and Fairoak main road elevations with steep pitched roofs wo each wing
and are subject to parapet gutter blockages from the fallen foliage.

The close proximity and overhanging branches are in contact with the fabric of the
building including coping stones and window glazing and in places they overhang the
public highways. This is a potential safety issue and is of detrimental effect o the building
fabric.
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"The Community Design Safety Officer has noted at the meeting on 30“ October 2008
with the Project Architect (Projects Design & Development} that the close proximity and
overhanging branches present a potential security issue affording unwanted access to
upper windows and onto the rear roof areas. This has been substantiated by the library
manager.

At ground level 1t is evident from the condition report that a there is a deep build up of
fallen foliage from the adjacent trees along the rear perimeter track by the library. This has
lead to retention of damp at adjacent ground levels and basement ceiling levels to the rear
of the bulding which is further exacerbated by the failure of the rear rainwater down pipes
and gulleys. These rear gulleys are blocked by foliage and their soakaways have become
exhausted. Tree root penetration is evident in CCTV drainage surveys. The latter points
have been established by Dyno-Rod Drain Services in their site drainage inspections on
19" December 2008 for Projects Design and Development, Cardiff City Council.

The trees in close proximity to the rear of the building and the 2 No Conifers at the front
are reducing the natural light into the large and highly glazed windows of the building and
are reducing the free flow of air and sunlight around the fabric of the building. This in turn
reduces the natural drying out of the solid stone through the lime mortar joints and
promotes biological growths and staining as noted at the site meeting with independent
Stonemasons on 17" December. Roof glazing in particular and north side walls in part are
currently stained.

Site visits were made on 2 and 9" December 2008 by the Project Architect (Projects
Design & Development) and Structural Engineers (Watermans Group). The Structural
Engineer by way of non invasive survey found no visible signs of detrimental effects from
the trees when imspected from within the basement level and external ground levels on the
perimeter of the library building, Future inspections within the basement level for root
penetration or signs of movement are recommended as part of on going routine
maintenance.

The Project Architect met with the Arborculturalist Officer for Parks Services on site on
20th November 2008 to discuss the key issues and proposed strategy for mitigating the
maintenance issues pertaining to the trees and their effect on the fabric of the building.
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Proposed Works To The Trees On The Site and Adjacent Cemetery Land

The rear boundaries to the project site are coincident with the rear walls to the library
building. Ref drawing (Site Survey & Location Plan & Site Photos — SCHD(A) 01 Rev B
Therefore all the trees to the rear of the building are on cemetery Jands as maintained by
Bereavement Services, Cardiff City Council, Ref drawing {Site Ownership Boundaries Plan
— SCHD(A)02). These trees to the rear therefore lie outside the scope of works for the
project site {(works to be undertaken by others).

As advised by the Arborculturalist Officer and recommended in the property condition
report, the adjacent trees are to be pruned back away from the building lines, climbing ivy
15 to be removed and fallen foliage and leaves adjacent to the buﬂdmg are 1o be taken up.

2 No trees of limited value to the front amenity area and in close proximity to front walls
and windows Ref tree tag reference plan( T8 & T9) are to be removed to accommodate
new ramps and ground levels and enhance the symmetrical layout of this area.

1 No tree of moderate to limited life value to the rear and on cemetery land adjacent to the
large lime tree Ref tree tag reference plan {T6} is to be removed to promote free air flow,
light and health to adjacent trees and library building,

1 No Conifer tree within 0.5 metres of the rear corer of the building and on cemetery
land Ref tree tag reference plan { T1 )is to be removed. This tree is overhanging the public
highway and parapet gutter which is not easily accessible from the Fairoak Road side. This
tree is in close contact with the fabric of the building and in the vicinity of the existing foul
drainage system and basement outer walls.

2 No new trees and low level planting 1s to be provided within the new layout to enhance
and maintain the symmetrical character of the building at the front amenity area as
highlighted by the Cadw Officer as a key requirement, Ref (site meeting on 31 October).
Ref drawings (Proposed Jandscape design CAT.08.01.01 & 02).

The removal, pruning and reduction in tree canopies will mitigate; potential security and
health & safety issues, future damp ingress and failure of rainwater systems at roof and
ground levels and aid safer access for routine building and cleaning maintenance and

provide safer access for builders and scaffolding during the refurbishments of the building.

Outside the scope of works for the project, a separate agreed strategy between Culture
Leisure and Parks {for the library building} and Bereavement Services (for the cemetery
lands) is to be employed to formalise and execute the removal of trees to the rear and
agree a routine maintenance regime to maintain the health of the trees and the fabric of the
building and safety of the occupants of the building so as to mitigate future issues as
highlighted in this report.
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