RAILWAY

National Grid Reference: SS 624239934

Primary Record No. 04956w

This is a mysterious element of the Penllergare landscape. The only direct evidence for it is a photograph by John Dillwyn Llewelyn and a caption to a second photograph of c. 1852 of steps at the north end of the Upper Lake which reads: destroyed ‘during making of railroad’. The photograph showing the railway is taken from a track on the eastern bank of the Afon Llan above a footbridge. The railway is built on a well-engineered terrace, stone revetted, about 3m above the western bank of the river. It would seem to be a standard gauge, or close to standard, railway. It is unknown where the railway led. The site of the railway as photographed is now under the M4 motorway. There is no physical evidence for it to the north or south of the motorway, and indeed given the topography it is difficult to imagine how the railway could have extended either way. There is no cartographic evidence for the railway, no other direct photographic evidence and at present no documentary sources have been discovered to explain its presence.

At the moment the most likely explanation is that the railway was constructed for the pleasure of the Llewelyn family.
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