THE SHANTY

National Grid Reference: SS624129929

Primary Record No. 04954w

This small boathouse or summerhouse lay on a small inlet on at the western bank towards the head of the Upper Lake. It was a favourite photographic subject of John Dillwyn Llewelyn, and appears in a painting by Emma Charlotte Dillwyn Llewelyn of c. 1860. The photographs of the 1850s show that it was a favourite picnic spot for the Llewelyn family. It was a modest building, and although details of its construction are not clear on the photographs, it was of rustic build with tree trunks supporting the roof. The boathouse is not shown on the Ordnance Survey 1898 1:2500 map; its site lies under the edge of the massive embankment of the M4 motorway/A46.

Sources: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 maps 1877, 1898, 1916 and 1936; R Morris 1999, Penllergare A Victorian Paradise
