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Sion House

SN 13100090                                    Sheet XLI 11                Tenby

Sion House was built by Nash in 1790/92 for William Routh (Roath?),a successful businessman from industrial South Wales. It was roughly cross shaped and much smaller than the later house. (see engraving) On the EB Hughes map of 1849  a pathis shown curving down to the Norton by a flight of steps; ie there was then no carriage drive to the front door. The property boundary  on the sea-side was level with the backs of the houses of Croft Terrace. No “back” entrance is shown and the site did not extend to the Croft or the cliff top. Croft Terrace just ended at the last house.

The house faced west and was set back and up only a short distance from The Norton. It cannot have been possible to see the sea from the ground floor windows. The woodland gardens with their walks sloped gently down towards the walled kitchen garden to the south west. ( see photocopy of unseen photograph from across the road - The Norton). This road and  the road to North Cliff both ran through their gardens ! The public well was also there. 

 A sale took place in 1810. At mid century it was occupied by Sir Henry Mannix who also owned the steeply-sloping (up from west to east) field to the north east known as The Croft. A little later Sion House was occupied by (Col?) Richard Fothergill.  In the late nineteenth century  the house was greatly expanded to north and east; the style became a heavier Victorian and two lodges were built in similar vein along The Norton - North and South - with a short drive going up from in front to the covered portico. (see photocopies of photographs).

* November 2001 building work has commenced at the North Lodge. An extension northwards is being constructed for which the surviving gate pillar has, sadly, been removed.

Oxford Companion to the Literature of Wales:

The Fothergills were ironmasters from Cumbria. In 1792 Richard Fothergill (1789-1821) came to South Wales and in 1794 he became a partner in the Sirhowy works and in 1800 with Homfray at Tredegar.  He had three sons who managed the family works.

In 1846 Rowland aquired Llydcoed near Aberdare.

Richard (1789-1851), the elder, begat a third Richard (1822-1903) who took a large part in the developments at Aberdare in the 1850’s and 1860’s. Plymouth and Penderyn at Merthyr 1862. In 1868 he became an MP for that area. These works closed in the 1870’s in the face of competition from the Bessemer process. 

Fothergill box in Tenby museum:

1871       Richard Fothergill.  A “passport” appends  M.P. after his name; the contents appear to be Spanish!

1873       Small bank account at Aberdare. Also at Glyn, Mills and Currie & Co of London.

1876       Letters from Eton addressed to “My dear Papa” and “My darling Mamma” in very large childish hand.

1886      A printed leaflet about  the Kevenmably Oak at the seat of Sir Charles Keymeys Tynte bart in eastern Glamorgan. This very large tree whose dimensions are described in detail finally fell in 1779. John Nash had seen it and was impressed enough to mention it in his writings. GH thinks that  Rachel, a daughter of Richard Fothergill, married  Kemeys Tynte and retired to Tenby as a widow. There are letters to her  from her child at school in Cardiff. (Elizabeth - was she also called Rachel? - a daughter of Richard Fothergill by his first marriage to Elizabeth Lewis in 1848 married (Sir?) Charles Kemeys Kemeys-Tynte as his third wife).

Richard Fothergill married twice:

 (1) 1848 Elizabeth Lewis and they had the daughter above (Elizabeth).

 (2)           Mary Roden of Grindle Hall by whom he had 3 sons and 3 daughters.

There are a number of letters over a period of time on notepaper headed Aberdare Iron Works.

Geoge Fothergill, the owner, appears to have objected to the behaviour of his younger brother Henry and forced him to resign his employment there. There is a letter from Glyn Mills bank, dated 23.4.77,  to a Mr George Adams (?) Esq. of Aberdare (executor?) re the account there of the late Mr. Fothergill. Was this the father of Richard Fothergill of Sion House?

The Fothergills had addresses in west London and Richard  appears to have travelled widely in Western Europe (as a diplomat?) on a series of passports and visas between 1834 and 1850.

Richard had visiting cards with 1 Hyde Park Gardens as his address..        

1891  Census:  Sion House    Richard Fothergill  DL JP   age 68, born Caerleon

                                              Mary, his wife                    age 57.

                                              Hellen                                age 35, born Aberdare

                                              Ada Frances                      age  32

                                             Theodore Rodger               age 22          

1901      Richard Fothergill  ( Sidney R Fothergill lived at 2 Esplanade)

1902      Account from Robert Lock and Muncaster, solicitors, Tenby, mostly for collecting rents                                from the Tenby  properties.  The stables were let - there is an inventory of contents. The gardener lived in South Lodge.

1904      Richard Fothergill had died. Account from a London solicitor, mostly to do with death duties, titles etc.

1905      Letter from Sister Benedict Mary, Nun of the Holy  G????? at St Margarets Convent  of rather grovelling thanks to the Fothergills for reducing the rent of “their house”.  Mrs Fothergill now living at the Old Rectory.

1906      Sale of contents by Mrs Fothergill.                                                                                                                                                     

1914      Lt Col Sidney  Roden Fothergill JP DL of Lowbridge House, Westmorland.

Later the house became a school for young ladies and was called Wooferton Grange for some reason. Many Tenby residents can remember it being burned down in 1938. It burned for several days.

A feature in the Western Telegraph of 16th May 1984 (p21) states that an awesome blaze destroyed this grand sea-side grange. A photograph was owned by Mrs Evelyn Stone (deceased?) of Broadfield, Saundersfoot - “Tenby’s grand Woofferton Grange pictured from its gardens below the Norton”. Only a copy of this newspaper reproduction has been obtained.

The ruin was pulled down in 1950. The site, together with The Croft, has been developed into large blocks of flats. The pleasure gardens have become an estate of private bungalows together with some land from the Old Rectory and Norton Cottage.. Later The Norton was widened by removing the two entrances and the wall between the lodges. A low stone wall was built and the land behind sloped back and planted with grass and shrubs. (see poor copies of faded photographs and maps)

1961      ( Lt-Col Christopher Francis Fothergill  DL, son of Lt Col Sidney Roden Fothergill, of the Old Rectory, was High sheriff. It is slightly odd that no other Fothergill was High Sheriff?)

Some features remain at the edges: walling against the last house in Croft Terrace and behind the lodges; also wall with entrances and buildings extending north and north-west from the north lodge. Both lodges are now private houses on very limited sites.

Across the road a modern telephone exchange has been built in the corner of the pleasure garden, the rest of which has become a small estate of bungalows. An attractive feature has been made of the well (painted and sketched by Charles Norris) from which much of Tenby drew its water. (in the museum archives there are calculations done by ,or for, Richard Fothergill of water flow and quantities). Some wall remains near this north end and a gate jamb at the boundary with Old Rectory.

The new road southwards ends at the SE corner of the walled kitchen garden where there is a wide blocked-up archway of yellowish brick.

The walled garden is almost intact - an exciting dicovery in the centre of this built-up town. It is privately owned and contains four static caravans. It is largely grassed except for the raised area along the top of the slope. This square garden is surrounded with high limestone walls with coping slabs. It is stepped down the slope rather decoratively. At intervals the east and west walls are  pierced, with the ends of yellow bricks at each side. Was this purely decorative?

Along the top (NW) wall is a raised terrace about 12’ deep with stone fronting about 30” high broken by steps at intervals. There have been glasshouses here of two different constructions. There are the ends of some curved roofing tiles into the wall and filled-in spaces where timbers have been inserted. The 1888 map shows only a row of trees; did the glasshouses pre- or post-date them? No trees remain here.

The blocked-up archway already mentioned can be seen from the inside. There was a similar one at the SW corner next to the  presumed potting sheds which have been converted into a modern house. There is a small archway at the NW  at the base of the terrace and one in the SE wall. A large wide gap has been buldozed through the middle of the SW wall to allow caravan access.

An oddly shaped area to the west of the walled garden has been developed for housing. The large glasshouse on the 1888 map has been replaced by a modern house. There remains ample evidence that the shallow one to the outside of the garden once existed and a small area here is now cultivated as an attractive flower/shrub bed.

Coach-house and stables have been converted to housing and a house built on the north side. Tar-mac has replaced presumed grass.

Of the features listed in the RCAMW printout the two lodges survive. Little can be seen of the terracing at the house site but there is quite extensive boundary walling with ruined outbuildings and arched entrances. Walled garden, coach-house and stable can be added.

Mr Charles Birt, auctioneer and estate agent, of Tenby has aquired a number of urns from the garden of Sion house. Several of them are (see photographs) are in the garden of his son at Egypt House: Number 1 (marked Blashfield Period Pottery) and number 5 are in the “back” garden  and numbers 3 and 4 can be recognised to the front of the house in photographs of the mansion.

(J.M.Blashfield A pair of stoneware urns circa 1955-60 are illustrated in the Sotheby’s Sale catalogue of 1996; estimated price £1000 - £1500. One is stamped J.M.Blashfield, Millwall and Paddington London No. 48 and the other Blashfield’s Patent Pottery. They were on fluted square pedestals, one stamped Blashfield’s Patent Pottery and the other J.M.Blashfield Stamford.

A number of catalogues was produced illustrating a variety of garden ornaments and architectural fittings. “Terracotta, architectural wares and tiles”. His most important  commission was the formal garden and gate piers at Castle Ashby, Northampton.

A catalogue was published in 1857. A number of different stamps were used. Having opened a works at Millwall in the 1830’s James Marriot Blashfield moved to Stamford in 1858.From 1840-58 items are marked BLASHFIELD  and J.M.BLASHFIELD. From 1858-75 items are marked BLASHFIELD STAMFORD. An urn in Sotheby’s 1996 catalogue is mounted on a pedestal identical to Blashfield’s but stamped J.Stiff and sons. J Stiff started his own business in 1846 and took his sons into partnership in 1863 before selling to Doulton in 1912.)  
Dear Stephen,

                     Here are  some additions to the Sion House report:

Richard Fothergill married firstly (1848) Elizabeth Lewis and their daughter Elizabeth was to marry , as his third wife , Charles Kemeys Kemeys-Tynte of Cefn Mable in east Glamorgan. Why the widow  who lived in a Fothergill house early in this century is called Mrs Rachel  Kemeys Tynte I do not know.  I think it must be the same person. Mrs Sylvia Thomas Ferrand, who was at school in Woofferton Grange in the 1930’s can remember her. 

The enclosed greenish “black and white” photograph of  Sion house through the gardens is a digital copy  of my  shakey-hand-held photograph of a newspaper reproduction of the original. I am still in hopeful pursuit of that. At any rate this one is better than the photocopy that I sent you.  

The picture shows the west  front of the house viewed from the gardens across the road (The Norton) which ran in front of the arched portico at a lower level and behind the apparent hedge. The ground and first floors of the right-hand part of the house are the original Nash; the upper floor, the left-hand part and the portico are the 1870’s extension. In the foreground would have been the stables and coach-house (see below) which Fothergill swept away. He also built a second (south) lodge with a drive passing under the portico and linking the two with two sets of fine cast-iron gates hung on new pillars. The pillars were destroyed when the road was widened though the lower half of one remains next to South Lodge  (in situ?) and the gates were sold to Mr Peter Chance who erected them at his home - Colby Lodge - supported by new “Georgian” pillars. The pillars are surmounted by lamps made in the appropriate style by mr Owen, blacksmith of Templeton.(Mr Chance was a leading light in the Georgian Society). See the enclosed photographs.

The seat (photograph also enclosed) is also at Colby Lodge. I know nothing about it except that it is not comfortable and looks Victorian!  (Later:  I have been informed, by Gill who manages the reception area at Colby, that Mr Chance saw these “chairs” outside a house in St Mary’s Street, Tenby being used as window boxes, one on either side of the door. He managed to purchase them. They may indeed have been window boxes but from whence?)

See also enclosed a copy of the sale notice of 1854; ie before the alterations.

The walled garden. I am extremely doubtful about the idea that we may have a Nash garden here.

The 1849 map does not show it or any regular enclosure that could be it; nor is there any mention of it in the 1854 sale notice. The map is very detailed and was produced by a professional surveyor. The lines seem to follow a stream with a footbridge on the path system. There does seem to be a square path system in the area closer to the house. The stables at this time were near the house on the opposite side of the road and only one small building is shown where they moved to; this new area seems to be undeveloped. It looks as if  Richard Fothergill, when he enlarged his house and made it all so much more grand, demolished the old stables to enhance his garden and replaced them with a larger block on St John’s Hill (Windpipe Lane). Here he developed an area with glasshouses and built his rather formal walled garden.  This was a working area.

Sorry!

                                                            Very best wishes,

The Fothergill box at Tenby museum contains the leaflet which Kemeys Tynte had published in 1886 extolling the size of an oak tree at Kevenmably (see WHGT Bulletin Winter 1998/99).

A television program “Grand Gardens” on 15th July 2001 concerned Tredegar House. In the orangery is a table or bench (a “shovel” or shovehalfpenny table) the top of which is a single piece of oak from Cefn Mable measuring 42’ in length, six inches in thickness and one estimates about 4’ in width. It has a beautiful dark patina. The original legs were burned in the war for firewood.

“No voice from the Hall” by John Harris  (John Murray 1998) page 11:

(1948)…..to the Halswell Park auction where Lord Wharton was selling the Kemeys-Tynte family portraits…..many ornamental follies still intact.

Entry in Debrett,s Illustrated Peerage 1921:

Wharton, Baron

CHARLES THEODORE HALSWELL KEMEYS-TYNTE, 8th Baron; born 18th September 1876; in December 1915 the Committee for Priveleges opf the House of Lords resolved that he was a co-heir to this barony, and in february 1916 the abeyance in the barony was determined in his favour etc.; JP for the cos Monmouth and Somerset;  married 1999 Dorothy, daughter of the late Maj-Gen Sir Arthur Edward Augustus (see B. Howard de Waldon colls) 

Seats: Halswell Park, Goathurst, Bridgewater; Cefn Mably, Cardiff and Chelvey Court, Bristol.

Son living:  Charles John Halswellborn 12th January 1908

Daughter living:  Elizabeth Dorothy born 1906

When Philip, the 6th baron died in 1731 all the various titles became extinct except the barony of 1543 which became in abeyance until the younger daughter died. It went into abeyance again when she died. A surviving female descendant of the 4th baron married Sir Charles Kemeys of Cefn Mably  and later one Jane married Sir John Tynte.

