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Cresselly House

SN064064    OS 25 inch maps XXXIV.8 & 12    Jefferston  (Cresselly, Kilgetty Postal address)
Cadw Register of Historic Parks and Gardens

Many features are listed separately by Cadw

John Bartlett Allen inherited the estate at the age of 19. He married in 1763 Elizabeth, the daughter of Hensleigh of Panteg, who had inherited estate from Sir John Stepney of Carmarthenshire. They had a large family and their children mixed with and married those of Josiah Wedgwood of Staffordshire. Etruria became a second home to the Allen children.

1792        JB Allen married secondly Mary Rees the daughter of a collier and installed her in a cotttage at Cresswell Quay. She undertook not to bring her two daughters up to Cresselly.

Josiah Wedgwood jnr the younger son of the potter and his sister Susannah used to come to the summer assizes when they attended balls and races with the Allen family. Susannah was to marry Robert, the son of Erasmus Darwin.

Jenny Allen married John Wedgwood.

1802      Thomas Wedwood and his friend the poet Coleridge spent a month at Cresselly

1803       JB Allen died, succeeded by his son John Hensleigh Allen who was a barrister.

Kitty Allen had married Sir James Mackintosh, who became Recorder of Bombay. (1804?) they are recorded as having spent some time at Tenby with their five little girls.

1810      John Allen courting Gertrude, daughter of Lord Seymore of Taliaris (!).

1812      Marriage

1843     Cresselly pit worked out and closed.  Baugh Allen master of Dulwich College. Jessie, widow of the historian Sismondi takes Heywood Villa (“Heywood”) with her sisters Emma and Fanny.  Josiah Wedgwood died.

1854      Lady Catherine and Mr Seymore Allen staying at the Coburg during the season

1855    Allens of Cresselly at the Coburg together with Viscount Emlyn and Mr Leach of Ivy  

             Tower.

1871     Fanny Allen still at Heywood Villa.

            Bessie Allen had married Josiah Wedgwood jnr. Their daughter Emma married her cousin Charles Darwin 
            (Henrietta Litchfield  “Emma Darwin; a century of family letters”  Murray 1915.

1919    (GC Horticultural Directory and Yearbook)     

           H.S.Allen Esq.  Gardener  W.H. John     

John Romilly Allen (1847-1907) was a civil engineer turned archaeologist  In 1891 he was editor of Archaeologica Cambrensis and he wrote several books on the subject.

PRO  D/ROC/68  1928 Probate valuation.

                     /88   1929/30 Sale of parts of the estate.

When the glasshouses were dismantled at Stackpole Court the owners of Cresselly estate purchased one of them. TL believes it to be unremarkable and (part of it?) to have been erected

Against a free-standing wall within the walled garden.

Documents in the file:

Word document re history

Note re beech tree avenue

B/W photograph of meet at the house

Colour photograph of north front of mansion 

C.S.Allen photograph of the north front showng formal beds

Colour photograph of brick east wall of kitchen garden with glasshouses

Obituary in Daily Telegraph 5th October 1999 of J.A.Lloyd, father of TL

9 colour photographs of memorials in Jeffreston church

Notes on history of Cresswell Castle, reconstruction drawing and photographs of memorials in Jeffreston church

Lady Allen’s Art on Show  Western Telegraph 29th June 2005  Article re forthcoming exhibition at Tenby Museum of paintings by Lady Catherine Allen and Charles Norris
County Living Issue 8  Winter 2006  Cresselly House by Debbie James
Country Life 16th November 2006 p80    Report with illustration of sale of               painting £26,400  Self portrait of Jane Lady Coleridge (née Seymour) 1825-78

