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Rhos y gilwen / Morgenau

       SN20392464      OS 25” 2nd edition VII.6      Cilgerran

House restored - hotel and conference centre. Lodge. Gate pillars and carriage drive. Lawns, terracing, steps and ha-ha - views. Arboretum with path system. Walled garden with glasshouse remains.
Cadw lists the gate piers and the coach-house (the mansion was a burned ruin when the site was surveyed).

GH does not know how Rhosygilwen came to be called Morgenau for some time. but  the stream which passes below the house is called the Morgenau. It  passes through a ravinous dingle, of which a feature was made early in the 19th century, and  flows into the Teifi at Castell Malgwyn  (R.Phillips; History of Cilgerran 1867).  A bard / judge  c12C was also of this name.    

1919    (GC Horticultural Directory and Yearbook):  

            L.E. Pugh Esq.    Gardener  W. Worth.

In the graveyard at Cilgerran there is a modest stone to M.R.C.Morgan-Richardson died 24th April 1981 beloved sister of C.L.E.Morgan-Richardson. 

The window at the east end of the south aisle is “in honour of god and in memory of Capt. Cha. Colby 98th Regt. of Ffynone, Pembrokeshire”.

No other mention of them or the Colby family can be found at Cilgerran. They must be remembered elsewhere. 
On 17th December 1996 the site was visited, with the kind permission of the owners, by GH, KBH, ST-F and Dr John Savidge. No detailed summary was then compiled but several sketches and photographs were taken. See maps and sketch plans 1 and 2.

On 20th May 1997 the walled garden was visited by GH and KBH by permission of the tenant and again on 31st October 1997.

The walled garden is occupied by Mrs June smith of Laundry Cottage (ie laundry converted to cottage to the north of the mansion – 01239 841619) 

Mrs Smith is housekeeper at the mansion. She cultivates most of the garden 

and has preserved many of its features.

When Mrs Smith and her late husband came here several years ago (her brother in law and a partner had occupied the damaged mansion and sold produce and teas before this) they found the walled garden (she believes) thirty years untouched. They cleared and removed many sycamore trees. The path system could be discerned by the remaining box bushes which have now been neatly trimmed to about 2’ high but, in fact, only a small proportion remain. The paths are kept as mown grass.

The walls are built 2.5 – 3m high of, presumeably local, undressed slate, neatly, but not decoratively, capped with slate. The higher north wall is of brick and the ast wall is brick-lined as far as the lower of the two gates. There is a regular row of fittings (relatively modern – galvanised) for wires. Many nails and wires remain together with a few metal name tags. There survive a pear tree on the east wall, a plum on the west towards the north end and a fig at the NW corner against the smithy wall.

The glasshouse near the southern end is ruinous and overgrown. Metal and wood can be seen and brick walling. A low stone wall runs from near this building  towards the lower gate. This lower end of the garden is relatively uncultivated and, by GH, unexplored. Some yews grow in the south west corner. The flower bed?/pond? remain unexplored.

The glasshouse at the NE corner was large and complex. The glazing has been replaced with ugly but safe and functional corrugated perspex covering about two thirds of it. Much of the iron pipe heating system remains in place (some is quite decorative) and some of the timbers.

There is a large slate water butt in the NE corner fed by rainwater. Some metal name tags remain (Muscat Alexandria for one). The SW corner, now unglazed, had steps down to a lower floor with slate benches each side. A large iron frame against the rear wall projects about 60cm at the top.

The boiler house is large and well preserved. A broad flight of steps descends to a cellar-like area with a fireplace under the rear of the glasshouse and a large storage? Area beyond. At the back,at ground level, was a wide door and a bridge to it so that, one imagines, wood could be carried/wheeled in and dropped either side. (Later exploration showed a shute for coke or coal into the boiler?).

The blacksmith’s shop is spaceous with intact roof, walls and furnace.

East of the boiler house is an extension known today at least as the apple store. It has a central door, a slate floor with iron drainage grid, an enormous shelf at about 1.35m with a higher front. Dozens of small, different shaped, boxes evident. Two very large (1m diameter x .45m depth) baskets. Broken glass – early 12.5cm square, slightly curved panes – from where? New timber and asbestos roof.

See sketch plan – page 3 of walled garden notes and no.4 dated 31.10.97.

(see Ceredigion, Volume VIII, Number 2, 1977. Charles Evans Davis Morgan-Richardson (1857-1913). Abstract summary enclosed as separate file)
Of the features listed in the RCAMW datbase the following survive to some extent:

cop (dying), greenhouse with heating system, lodge modernised, lawns and terracing,  

walled garden, woodland including arboretum with path system

.

GH does not know what a covert looks like. No heated wall evident; the lean-to glasshouse was converted to a hot water system. The ram pump marked on the map is down a steep slope and was not investigated.

Western Telegraph  July 4th 2001

Plans to turn farm into hamlet

Four separate planning applications which will effectively turn a large family farm near Cilgerran into a hamlet were given conditional consent by the County Planning Committee after the local member had welcomed the developments.

The proposals, by Mr J. Barbour of Rhosygilwen Farm, involve the change of use to homes of a cottage, stables and outbuilding, a barn and a former forge.

Members were told that a petition signed by twelve local residents objected on grounds of access, additional traffic on a road without passing bays and risk to existing users, while an objection had also been received from the owner of the nearby mansion. He stated that his business relied on its reputation as a place of relaxation and approval would mean that he would have to rethink future investment - £100,000 had been invested in restoring the walled garden during the past year. The jobs of his nine staff would be jeopardised

(Officials supported the application)

The local county council member spoke in favour..

Documents in file:

Text (without full description)

OS 6” map (1907)

Enlargement of OS 6” map x 1.5

Photocopy of OS 25” map second edition

Notes 17.12.96

Sketch plan 1 (site)

Sketch plan 2 (site)

Walled Garden notes pp1 and 2

Sketch plan 3 with notes

Sketch plan 4 with notes

Three colour photographs of entrance and drive

Four ditto mansion

Two ditto parkland to east

Five ditto garden features

Two ditto walled garden

Four ditto exterior of glasshouse

Eight ditto interior of glasshouse and associated buildings

Photograph and notes re Cilgerran churchyard

Notes on family relationships of Colby

Pembrokeshire Life February 1996 –three pages re fire at mansion

Completed WHGT survey form

Seven pages correspondence with archivists re heating system by Parham of Bath

Enlarged photograph of mansion from album of Mrs Katherine Bowen Summers

Pembrokeshire Life undated. Walk around this area.

Western Telegraph 1st September 1999. Planning application re coach-house (in other ownership)

Photograph of mansion from Baker-Jones Tieviside Gentry

Two pages of notes re Morgan-Richardson family

Leaflet undated re present use of mansion

Leaflet and compliment slip re functions at mansion March 1997

Three pages correspondence with manager about trees and shrubs March 1997

See “The Woman in the Photographs”  Pembrokeshire Life February 2004 re the owner,s novel “Landsker”.

Visit 31st May 2004 (Hardy Plant Society Plant Fair)

Laurels and Rhododendron ponticum have been cleared further back from the edges of the drive and various shrubs have been planted. The grass has been severely trimmed. Were the daffodils sufficiently died back?

On the left as one approaches the house and its turning circle a large “circular” summer house has been erected (used for seminars) and nearby there is a  life-size bronze of a ballerina joyously leaping.

A path system has been gravelled in the arboretum. A shubbery has been planted in cleared earth around the tennis court at the bottom of the slope from the south side of the house. Borders have been tidied and planted on the south terrace.

A broad path leaves the south terrace into the orchard where a range of fruit trees (all labelled) has been planted.

A shrub and flower border has been created along the outside of the east wall of the walled garden. The entrance opposite the path has been restored and gives a view straight into the walled garden.

Walled Garden: The east wall is brick-lined standing on a stone base reaching about 30cm above ground level. The bricks are regular, modern-size, commercial bricks and the repair work has been done very sympathetically. The coping appears to be of light coloured stone or composition slabs. On the inside, immediately above the stone base, are galvanised strainers, some with wire attached, fixed vertically at 20cm centimetres intervals along much of this wall.

The high north wall is of similar brick, much of it hidden by the re-built glasshouse.

The west and south walls are of slate rubblestone. Coping is of slate slabs except for about half the length at the east end which is galvanised sheeting bent down over the top of the wall and held in place with steel rods at least 30cm in length.

There is a length of south-facing wall part of the way down the west wall which is in fact the south wall of an external building. A row of wall brackets is still in situ.

The ruined free-standing glasshouse which stood in the south half of the garden has been completely removed. A gardener stated that it was too derelict for repair.

The lean-to glasshouse at the north end has been fairly accurately rebuilt. The disused pipework has been cleaned up and painted red. The supplier’s name – Parham of Bath – is clearly visible at several points. Unfortunately it was considered necessary to fill in the boiler pit and make a usable potting shed of the space behind the glasshouse. Cast-iron floor grills (origin?).

 Western Telegraph  3rd November 2004  Planning application for conversion of store rooms to holiday accommodation and  also Planning application for an oak-framed banqueting hall.

County Living  Issue 3  autumn 2005  Home with a history  by Debbie James

