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Amroth Castle

SN169073  OS 25” 1st and 2nd editions XXXVI.9 Amroth

Mjr James Ackland purchased Amroth Castle  from the female heir to the estate in 1754. Alex Elliot who was High Sheriff in that year was married to Elizabeth, daughter of John Barlow of Lawrenny and widow of Joseph Walter of Rosemarket . Mjr Ackland was brother to Col (or mjr) Dudley Ackland who  bought Boulston  in 1797. He died and was buried at Tenby in 1820.

Lord Nelson stayed at Amroth while on his way to Carew Castle where Sir William and Lady Hamilton were living. There is said to be a large plaque in his(Nelson’s) honour in the ceiling of a room in Amroth Castle.

Mrs T Allen (nee Ackland) told Charles Egerton Allen that Amroth was purchased by Maj. Ackland with the money that his wife had inherited from Francis Philipps of Waungron. She died in 1825 (In 1808 the Castle was occupied by Captain John Ackland) leaving the estate to her nephew, a Col Northey  (?) who sold it to the Rev Thomas Shrapnel Biddulph.

Biddulph was a descendant of the Elliots. He was a prebendary of Brecon and a magistrate for Pembroke and Carmarthen.

The second son of the reverand became General Sir Michael Anthony Shrapnel Biddulph GCB etc who held various royal appointments. 

1850’s used as a lunatic asylum.

1853 22 September 1853  Letter to the editor of The Times re ill-treatment of inmates

In 1886 the castle was sold to the Rev. Thomas Richardson Fussell (Walfords County Families 1886 according to CEA) a retired minister.

Kelly’s directory of 1905 has  the following entry:

Owen Colby Philipps, third son of the Rev. Sir James Erasmus Philipps, Bart., b 1863, m 1902 Mai Alice Magdalen Morris d of the late Thomas Morris DL JP of Coomb. High Sheriff of Pembrokeshire 1904. JP Pembrokeshire and Glasgow.

As a young man he was apprenticed at Newcastle on Tyne. He founded the King Line on the Clyde and later became director and then chairman of Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. He purchased Pacific Steam Navigggation for £1.5m and interests in other shipping companies. He aquired Union Castle Mail Steamship Company in 1912.

In 1927 he purchased Oceanic Steam Navigation Co (White Star Line) fo £7m and invited public subscription/preference shares. In 1924 he had assumed control of Harland and Wolf.

The depression started. In July 1931 he was tried for issuing false accounts – not guilty and for a false prospectus for which he was sentenced to 12 months in the second division. He earned much sympathy by his attitude in Court where he accepted full liability.

 On his return to Amroth his car was pulled by 40 men under the special arch of welcome.

He retired to Coombe where he died.

He was MP for Pembroke Borough and Haverfordwest 1906-1910 and City of Chester 1916-1922.

Created baron Kylsant 1923. Lord Lieutenant of Haverfordwest 1923-1931.

1920 purchase of Plas Llanstephan.

After the First World War the grounds were opened to the public for a big peace celebration with tea, bonfire and fireworks. In the 1920’s whist drives were held for various causes in the large laundry room.

1919   (Gardeners Chronicle: Horticultural Directory and Yearbook)  Gardener F.A. Smith.

1923  Daughter, the Hon. Mrs Coventry, having married the grandson and heir of the Earl of Coventry, lived in the castle with her husband. When they inherited the title they moved away to Worcester.

Daily Telegraph 14th July 1997  Wills etc:
The Hon Mrs Fisher-Hoch,widow of the 10th Earl of Coventry and of Major Terrance Fisher-Hoch of Carmarthen, Dyfed, who died last April, left estate valued at £1,282,461 net.

She left her Nissan Prairie LX Estate Car specially adapted to carry a wheelchair along with her cherished registration number FH4 to Coomb Cheshire Home, Carmarthen.
Of the features listed in the RCAMW database, the carriage drive and parkland are only vestigeal; there is no greenhouse or conservatory; the walls are mostly in place.

A semi-ruinous gazebo remains and a range of nine bee-skep alcoves.
A more detailed survey could be worthwhile.

Gazetteer

Holiday appartments. Caravans etc in ex-woodland garden and in walled garden and orchard.

Stone wall of varying height and much altered over the years along beach side road and small distance up side road; arched entrance on corner. Gazebo. Bee boles in wall. 

Trees:

5*
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Documents in file:

Text

Text re Baron Faringdon of Buscot Park

OS 25” 1st edition map

Sale brochure map based on OS 25” 2nd edition and colour photograph 

Map tracing from OS map 1889

Colour photographs of bee boles (3)

B/W photograph of bee boles from journal

B/W photograph of interior of castle from postcard (2 copies)

Notes from “The Story of Amroth, the Church and Parish” by Noela D Davies

(taken by whom?) 

Photograph of mansion in deposition by Roscoe Howells

Notes by GH of family history

WHGT form completed by STF and SP

Colour photographs of wall (5)

Ditto mansion (1)

Ditto chapel (1)

Ditto churchyard

Letter from Anthony Moon (owner) to STF

Biddulph memorial tablet in church

B/W photographs of chapel (2) (Tenby museum)

Ditto views 1902, 1938 and 1976 (Roscoe Howells)

Notes and sketch plans (4) by GH

OS 25” 1st edition (sheet XXXV.12) of area to west of castle

B/W enlarged photographs of mansion and surounds

Sunday Telegraph 2nd February 1997   How my legend came to life by Byron                     Rogers about a film of the wedding of Miss Nesta Donne Philipps of Coomb in 1921 (cutting kept in GH copy of FJ  Carmarthenshire Houses)

Sunday Telegraph 4th May 1997  Demise of the Welsh goddess by Byron Rogers about the death of Nesta Donne Fisher-Hoch (nee Philipps)  (cutting kept in GH copy of FJ Carmarthenshire Houses)

Daily Telegraph 14th July 1997  Report of the will of Mrs Fisher-Hoch (cutting kept in GH copy of FJ Carmarthenshire Houses)

Three Sale Notices  The Times  1842

Letter (photocopy) to The Times 22 September 1853 re treatment of inmates

See The Rise and Fall of Tenby Races 1846 – 1936 by Richard Lawrence

(CPW Books, Brecon 2003). The Oyster Maid betting coup was in 1926; the races never recovered. Lord Kylsant was involved and huge sums of money were made. The author believes that much of this money was invested in Kylsant’s companies and lost. Is there an account of Kylsant’s affairs anywhere?
The Times 30 May 1842  Sale Notice: “..greenhouse, grapery and well arranged and very productive flower, fruit and kitchen gardens”

The Times 30 June 1842  Sale Notice:  as above
The Times 19 Sept 1842  Sale Notice:  “….colliery, grist mill, fulling mill and factory cottages” and above
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