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//1 s #‘/ PILOT CHARGED WITH Accmnn' :
(%) ._Lancaster,  faymond B, (ﬂ) 0-606961 Ast Lt. 0l A.C.

(Last name) it mam) T (Middie initial) (n-mnumhm (Raok)~ (Perscnnel
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2 (43) Instrument time last 30 days. S —— '

(40) Last 90 days . 1 (48) Night timb last 6 months — |
A ot 52k . (48) Night time last 30 days o e *
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT !

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

ACCIDENT COMMITTERE'S STATEAIENT

" On izrch 1, 1944 2t approximately 15:55 hours, it. Lancaster, while mak-
ing a normnrl anproach, landed short of the runway, tore off the left oleo and
bellied in, .

This pilot, never having landed 2t the 2irfield in ruestion and noting
the runway to be comparatively short, attempted to land as short as nossible. He
friled to observe that whot arnenred to be = runwav extension was in reslity cin-
der £ill, e 7 : ‘
Upon touching down, the left wheel caught in the soft fill causing the
lef't oleo uo break off, The left wing then dug in =2nd the starboard oleo gave
way causine the plame to belly in,
pon investiation of the asirdrome, it was noted that a white line wes
ainted on the ends of 21l runwavs to indicate the nart of the runway to be used
foY IKRMBE.. . g e T e e
{n our oninion, had this pilot used the proner’ precautionary nrocedure
before landing 2t this erirfield,- he mizht have discerned the cinder fill at the
end; lowever, investization showed that this fill a;peared to be 2 runwzy ex-
tension in every resvect,

Filot Arror---—-e--e==35%

113 9]0 (o 5 e ey o, Sty Lt -=65%
.. Recomiend that no further action be taken a2zainst this pilot.
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CONEIDENTIAL

STa i ENT

On March 1lst 1944 at 15.55 horurs, I was lending
P-47D2 No: 427969 ut Fairwn~d Commnn cirfield after
a scheduled flight. :

Hevingz never landed at this airfield before and
nnticing that the runwey was crmparatively shrrt
frr this type ~f aireraft, I attempted t~ land »n
the very end ~f the runway s~ ¢s tn utilize its
full length.

Wnet I thrught was the end ~f the runway was in
reality an extensinn ~f earth and cinders ~f the same

_enlour as the runway.

When my undercarriage came in e¢~ntact with this
s~f't substance, ny left landing gear was t~rn away
end subsequently the right londing gear cnllapsed,
letting the aircraft slide d~wn the runway »n its

underside.

I had my shnulder harness lncked and s~ was unhurt.

/?W%;WZI

ymond B, Lancaster, Jnr.,

March lst, 1944, l1st.Lg. Pllnt.
Inel 2 | {7 ‘




. ~ VI FIDENTIAL

AN

The Crmmanding Cfficer,

RAF Statinn, 5;
fairw~nd CommAne™ ™ o

Subjeet:- Crashed aircraft. (Thunderb-lt)

Sir, e
I have t~ submit f~r y~ur inf~raeti~n the f~llowing rep~rt.
at Fairw~~d Crmm~n ~n the 1lst lMarch 1944 at lsouhrgf |

I was nn duty in the checkered ven at the end ~f Runwd§'34

whilst flyinz was in pr~gress. at 1555 hrs a [hunderbnlt |

aireraft crmmenced t~ make his appr~ach pré‘ar1t~ry tr
landinz, the runway was cleur and free fr-m ~bsiructi~ns.

[he aireruft mude & eg~~d appr~ach but wes a little ¢t~ l-w

ard t{~uched d~wn ~r» the ushes lef~re the c~mmencenent ~f

Badtou it ek va e

che runwéy. Cne »f the wheels cane ~ff and Stnpped about
5Cyds down, ~n the part sidc ~f the runwav. he sirer: ft
carried ~n d-wn the runwcy ~n its urderside far apar-xi 1
Tvyrds.

I have the i"n~ur t~ he

fuirw~nd C-Ammn~n, Sir,
2nd,.erch 1244, Y~ur ~bedient servant,

H & “'&/J.of% ./;j_,/‘é.
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