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A.
(Reviwod May 15, 1943)

) WAR DEPARTMENT ' /
Y 1! . oy
- U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES Py 14'5
, i . REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT , >
(,“7/~ Y f- ,44 o V4. J - J -
(1) Viace AvAeFy Station 107. 7 o pae & August, 1943, @ Time Q10
Arcrart: (4) Type and model .3‘1” - \ F Na. ‘2'31.2.4 ....... (6) Seation ""FOIO'I.".&JJ
Organisation: (7) 8th_ BC 8th AF ). 303rd Bomb _ (g) 427th Bonblrdnont 8gun_4;:9n (5).
. (Command and Alr Poroe) = (Giroup)
- - _éf.'. /s PERSONNEL r 4a |- % e
ey, e e eat} lumml Brrut No. Raxx ! PERSOVNEL | Brawex !"(‘L':f:,f" BESTLER0 | Py
¢ up)‘ _an (a2 asn | as I (15) i ae I _an (1%) o my_
P Prafl, Jemes N. | P 0-731897. | lst Lt. c-w’ AC. | Bth AF. foul
| Bowling, Willism A. | P '0-735034  2nd. Lt.‘. 2c-1.90 _ac 8th AP |7 Fatal | .-
£ ¥ Bouer, Allna L, I N 0-733401 f2nd 1t.| 2¢-12/ AC | 8th AP |7Eatel | .. ...
7B Johnston, Welter J. p, 35329860 ' 5/Sgt. | 2Be1Z¥ AC | Bth AR um..i .........
:,,n 'Roysr, Frederic J. \ ; /ogte - 2Bal3¢ AC | Bth AP Fatel. | . ...
' 7.G 'Robinson, Walter E, '-'e. > ~,L Sgt. ag.),_;y AC . 8th AR i 3
(; 16 Simonte, Phillip (NMI) =& 16151178 = . Sgt. 2B=l7# AC 8th AF-- J'l -
4 X. Van Dyke, Alfred B. {#=718088601 ., Pfa. 2B~ AC | 8th AR K/Patal.|. .-
{ AL .‘\ |
i : e ‘4 bR - e N . ’ '
:ﬁ’“'ﬁf‘ } X .’:‘ ‘}"a,',:":;’;? PO — e ———————
g/, ' &4 2T WITH ACCI
(20, Pratt James No "t/ 205202731897 (22) \bst Lt.. (23) 2C=1 . (24) AC
(Last nate) (Fust uanu (Middle inigial) (Jerial umbar) (Rank) (Peron: nel cas J (Brunch)
Asrigned (25) 8th Bc‘l 8|th "F . 26) 3031‘@ deeee (27) i?.fl(th udunt (28) .. .. AsAFao 107 = / / -
(Command and Alr Foroe) Giroup 8q * (owation)
Attached for flying (29) _ 8th BC, 8th AF . 30y 303rd .. 31) 427th Bomhardment 32 . . AJA.F.- 1,o¢ .......... '
(Command and Air Foroe) (tiroup) (Squadr (Station)
Original rating (38) . {Li‘lg‘t (34)30 0‘3})’“ 14 8rescnt rating (35) Pilot (MBOARSB,!4ngruuumt rating (37) .&”p&_.lm
First Prvor Hovns: T
(at the time of this accident)
38) This type.. . 401166 (42) Instrument time last 6 months ... __ulm..__
(39) This model . 341465 (43) Instrument time last 30 days. e aerterans | meeus z;m
(40) Last 90 davs . - 123240 . (44) Night time last 6 months. ... Z... .ﬂtﬁﬁ
41) Total w 4 dvo AN ~20Ye66 (45) Night time last 30 days i o, ... 3330 . )
2 / / z 7"
AIRCRAFT DAMAGE I" ) / (
F — A
A —— - ——
DAMAGE 1) LIST OF DAMAGED r:Al(IF
i — — — —
(46) Aircraft l A eeopt o r
(47) Engine(s) . | s. < — S
48 Propelierc | WL T~ =k

Q medium clond, mibility 6 to 12 miles, L)L)

O
(81) Was the pllnt ﬂung on hwtrumomu at the time of acculcnl L m . e i et .
(32) Cleared from L.A_.;‘ St‘tion 107(53) To AedeFe 8“‘{1_ ];1 (54) Kind of clearance . Contact / o

iﬁ) \\Ahlral the time of accidont .3/10 to 4/10 low clouds at 2,500 to 3,000 fest ahove sea. 2/10 to

&%) Pilot's mission” Routi.no night cross country num:

- \

N,
(36) Nature of accident Crashed into hish ground..

(87) Cause of accident Unlkmown..




© © RESTRICTED e

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Lt. Pratt and crew departed A.A.F. Station 107 at 2354 hours 3 August, 1943 on

& routine night cross country flight., Clearance was contact, with good weather
conditions (see No. 50 reverse side), Course was checked by Navigator and Pilot
with Flying Control for obstacles, ballooms, restricted areas, etc. (see attache
ed statement). No commmication was sent or received by ground stations. At
0250 hours (50 minutes overdue) Flying Control of A.A.F. Station 107 reported the
aircraft overdue to First Bomb Wing. At 0300 hours information was received that
an unidentified aircraft had crashed on the peak of Arenig Fewr (52°54'08"¥
03044'03"W), At 0730 hours & report was received coEfIFEfﬁg the aircraft as a
B=17, burned out, and that four bodies had been recovered (see statement of P/0
P. J. Cooper, RAF station Llanbedr)., Eight bodies were later recovered and iden-
tified. Due to complete destruction of aircraft no explanation can be reached.

Cloarde EJP

CHARLES E. MARION,

W8 I Y 4 . »
Colonel, Air Corps, ’ Lt. Col., Air Corps,
Commanding. N Deputy Commander,
5 Imclss ) -~
#1 - Statement of Sq Emg. Off. Siguature /,/%M ég /‘#«‘ et
#2 - Statement of British Eng. Off. GLENN E. BAGEWSUCH,™
#3 - Statement of Med. Off. _Major, Air Corps.

#4 -~ Statement of Flying Contrel Off.
#5 - Phetegraphs

! Date .13 August, 1943,

U B SOVERMMINT Pr wTine GeWReR 16 - 0ATST
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ENGIVEER QFFICER'S REPCRT
At aporoximately 0200 hours ow the 4th Aupust, 1642, 1 received a
221l from the Orderly (fficer notifvin: me of &« crash near Pale, The ¥,0.
was olso notified and it wae arren-ed for the 1i ht ambulance to pick up
the Y, 2, und nvself snd tre duty crew at the main suardrosr, The crash wes
loceted with the uid of the Home “usrd, 'nder Capteain Freemen who was on

the scene »f the accident,

The wreckuce of a FOTKESS II C,23124Y wes- on t:
wapeh 42 OO0, BTSN lintelv), Lhe sircraft having st
below the summit apnarently in a sli-ltly nose 4o
eontitned to the neek where it burst into flames,
made no sttempt to escape, sarschutes and safé}f
wreckave, i

The

position,

equipment being

~f identification

ne peak of ARKXIC
rock about S0 ft,.

Tt had then
crew had apparently
with the”

as could bve fourd
vitere we found
Rovce of
Tnspector Devies

Af'ter notin; such particulsrs
the =,0, and mvself descended to the foot of the mountain,
arran,;crente for a cregh yuard had been vnderteaken by Colonel
‘eadquarters Searchlipght Detechment, COWGEN (CORWEY 113).
of the BALA police met us here and told of discovery of the crash and action

tuken orior to our arrival, We viere teken to the ALk
was made of the pnhone to meke arran.ements for sendin;
ccllectin. the hodies, We then retvrned to LLaANERDR,
of one of 4re ified hodies wee to the I
"he

¢ ’).:‘.':.'

nident nanded

beins left »ith the body.

iian
‘{~..°2-

Particulars of

Frederick Royer. 323461757 £o Simonte
T« Rover, 9118 Sprincfield, rs. A. Sironte
-.- inavews 1l --.'Y-‘ l‘:“l‘(’.:. "»‘loood'.hrd‘

“irhland Park -
f1lan ¥, Roner 0-737401 Jemer M, Pratt
Jotn J. Boner 7-4-43 JoMe Pratt  Poc
1760€ Syre Avenue Arkzures,

Tinley lark T11,

Pede
L (4
iet e

MIG QUAKKY where use

the crash siynal and
fl*ﬁ in notes, provert

e identity disce, one

18151178

Yiche. P.

0721597

abantes

Caoper,

= , /
CO®ER - P/O

‘r-ineer Qfficer,

“. Station, Llanbedr,

y

.0e by Tnspector Davier,
.04 Also took char.e of the duplicste copies of th
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L27™ BOMBARDMENT SQUADRCY (E)
303D BOMBAHDVENT GROUF (H)
APQ O34 Us So ARMY
Office of the Surgeon

12 Anzust 19473

BuBJ BT Alrcralt Accilent.
Sommarding Officer, L27th Boubardmernt Squadron (H),
303rd Bogbardaent Group (%), APC 534, U S Army.

1
P
.

1. on Armst 5, 1343 the umiersigned visited the scene of the
aireraft accident*(® 17F #42-7124) at Arenig Fawr, =nd the following
information is submitted ag nereonal obeervations maie at trat time:

a. The airnlane while 4raveling in a Yorth-Westerly direction
ned struck tie mountain head-on about forty (80) feet below the ton.

b. Apnarenfly the sairplane, after Raving eiruckc the mountain,
traveled on ithe top where it wrs almost entirely destroyed by fire.

c. Ir the area where the airnlane first struck the mountain
three damagsed nropellers were observe#, .

d. On the top of the mountaln it was observed tnnt the plene
wee elmost comnletely destrmyed by fire with the following excertione:

(1) Tail of plane intact excent for the gune being sbout
20 feet from the ta‘.l.)

(2) Tail wheel and tire intact without demage.

e. Uson exemination identification of all remaing of the crew
were definitely estarlighed.

f. Six (8) of the bodiies of the total eight (8) crew memters
were scorched., Bodies of the Pilot and Jo-Pilot were not burned,

it (OIS B> VY

ICUIS A. LAE,
Capt, M.C.,

Squadron Surgeon.

ey’ CONMBENMM. RESTRICTED
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EMORANDU s

1.

—sninsrecticaw
serial lio. 4&-.,»1&»‘:, whici o

nourse.

@, 'indin;:s. et

. | h‘ T HB e
AN W SQT'AD;UI: ,) A &"’ ‘

Of'fice of ihe ngzineering Cificer
AdlsCo 534

SO - e toaet 1% Auguit, 1943.
To whom it luy Concern. - ;

> \
\
’
. »

>

In con liance v.:.t;u verbal orders of t-\o Conseridin;

O »
Uitigcer, 3

-

\ "
..ude 5 RUgust, 1743, on the crash §F @046l D-ITTAReA.!

r:d\ e .“'-
arprox i«mtelg'\\i Tsly, -

curreu, 4 svsust, 1943, a

v

’

f 19 s —~ v
The aircrult crusned into a oumts w, veuk i ;.V’ (5’/
miles wess of “ula, dales. 5"-

1)

I aircrul't was heaced in u or{ﬁr esterly

and struck ths peak of' t..e '.'om.th;n 31Ty (¢
below the swaiite Lhe main aodb o#-“....e air
cwne to rest on t..u suuit ol e .q164k, whére 11: 1T=
ned. Iwo enjines and several o te “wers ‘ﬁﬁnc on e
oupusite sice of tue peax {from w e,(:e_‘;.:.a.c-t‘o.‘&\fr;ed.'-'
. i ] g I
(3, vtrom all inuications tie uircrust wys in & straight
w.u level attituce of tlizit wlen ¥t struck thf jeas.
‘here were no ind.cations ol yumuerial Tailure, or
nse of' energency equisment émmﬂ\ersgnnel

.
™o
-~
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HEADQUARTERS, 303RD BOMBARDMENT GRQUP (H), AAF, ° ; ¥y
Office of the Flying Control Officer, ‘'
A.P.0. 634, U.S. Army. A

9 August, 1543,

SUBJECT: Statement of Flying Control Officer,

> TO 1+ Commanding Officer, 303rd Bombardment Group (H), APO 634, U.S. Armye.

-

1. I checked course and)altitude with Lt. Pratt aad Lt. Boner,
Clearance was phoned to Wing Flying Control where course and altitude were
rechecked by Lt. Donovan and found to be satisfactory., I warped Lt. Pratt
and Lt. Boner twice about Mountains along the route at Wing's spscial
request, Lt. Pratt said he would fly plenty high enough.

2. ROUTE = Molesworth, ‘Holyhnd. Molesworth,

ALTITUDE = 3,000 feet.,
TAKE=QFF « 2354 hours.
EeTe.Ae = 0200 hours.

ESTIMATED TIME OF CRASH = 0100 hours.

3, Following is a list of crew and punngox:a: ; r
Crews Lt, Pratt - P Passengers; Sgt. Simonte

Lt. Bowling - CP .“» 8gt. Robimiom
Lt. Bomer - N (- “Pfc. Van Dyke -

_ Sgte. Royar - R - :
Sgt. Johnston - E :

2 - K e

51

' DAVID T. STERRE,

‘2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Flying Control Officer,

’

-
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