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WAR DEPARTMENT o ni W , = J ‘/ RESTRICTED
CRevind Dec 2, 000y 2l v 9 Ll
: TECHNICAL REPORT OF AIR ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE
(1) The Accident Classification Committee of met on September 10, 1942 . .
and determined the following: :
(2) Place, date, and time of accident .July. 28, 1942 ___ , (15) Pilot (name and rank) “Jupor N,..Durham, Major...
1920 VALIEY .~ oo (16) Pilot's station .. Atcham >
. (3) Aircraft station ... ATCHAM ... . org. HQ.SQ... (17) Reg. Army.. X _. Res., ext. duty....... Res., inactive.......
(4) Alrcraft model .. P=38F._ . . . " A l4day ......... Grad. cadet ......... Student ..
(5) Date accepted from contractor Jan.,.. o (specify)
(6) Total bours .52215. Hours since overhaul .. New .. (18) Org.—assigned Hq..Sq..14th. Bighnr mm
(") Engine model .. V=1710=49. . .. ' \'. -1210-53 ............. (19) Org.—attached for fiying . 43th Fighter.
MM O Notg ol g = i (20) Regular duties assigned Group. Executive cr..
L0 . L 42=11045 AZ-llOO).&o ........... et
(%) Extent of dunm toe 9) (21) Original pilot rating and date M.Pilnh.mﬂﬂ.
L. O. ;i R. I l ..... O (22) Total pilot hours 1330250. Hours on this model 100,
(10) Total engine hourl ................. (23) Hours per month last 3 months
LO .. LI52:15 R.I.52:15 R.O. ... (1) ..2433Q ... @..23305.... (3.-30:00
(11) Engine hours since overhaul (1) n:ll.,_rﬂa...,*...._.
L. O. LI .New. R.I.New R O...._ (24) Models flown last 3 months {(3) A=29, P=38___ .
(12) Purpose of flight ..Cross . Country. ... .. Lz MPaRM = s s
(18) Took off from . Prestwich . . .. Time .. 16215....  (25) Becure from Flight Surgeon, if pilot error is a causal factor:
(14) Weather at time of accident. (If weather was a causal factor Was there any physical or neuropsychio condition which
attach copies of weather report and forecast for the flight.) mnlgln aay ay sccount for this accident? Yairor No.2 Now
CAVU RS ]
2l A TRESE @9 Dymass o private propery; Mecor S I
il RESULTS TO PERSONNEL I = % |%  causes
IN COLUMN =DUTY ™ ENTER STMBOLS AS FOLLOWS, AlB|c|D Frror of judgment,
P Nl:w.-m r :0..1::.«“ v Poor technique,
buTY g!._:-&t.:n_ g B aetapher 5 s 5 474 Disobedience of orders,
Name, rank, and status, a0; Regular Army, Res. ext., ; ; sONNEL Carelessness o negligence,
inact., ote. ! 2 ! ERRCR Miscellaneous,
ofl-P__| __Jaapar N. Durham, Major X! | OTHER Siperyiy pese,
Regular Army oV o B 2 8NN | __| Mulatensoce personael
b | Other personnel,
R Foel system,
| Cooling system,
| Iguition system,
[ n"T 1 8] | Lubrization system,
POWER Eogine structure,
—_— — —— - { PLANT v
| i Propaller and propeller acoessorfes,
SR Py fr 7 ] i Engine control system,
R | { Miscellaneous (specily),
SR S RO ff LSRR T
¢ | |
T TR T R E Undetermined, AN
52 2 ’_,“{"i“’i Flight control system,
RY: BEEEE 100 Movable surfaces,
Na, ] | I -nﬁz." 100 Stabilizing surfaces; struts, wires, and fittings,
OF k4 v | Wings; struts, wires, and Sitlngh - < (<
( any hute jump by h ) | CAIIA.;I' (L OQ) Landing gear; struts, wires, it
791 B NATURE _j sTRUC- itk Shaws, o Beakas,
(Check one only) Fuselage, engine mount and fittings,
A—Collisions in full mhmmmn. Cowling, fairing, and fittings,
Dm&g e T I Coliislons 1a ta th objectdpther than aireratt,) | Tall wheel assembly and skid,
C—8plos or stalls engioe fallure, .—1 Miscellaneous (specily),
D—8pins or stalls fnﬁmhﬂm i
, (—E f..., ] Undetormined,
A—Compiete -nrk}& ¥ (D —Deferred h.h‘_{ 3 i Uandling qualities,
R 7 % Instruments,
B—Major overbaul, Miscellaneous e ulpment (specify),
i o 1 (2)—Fires In thY air, J | 5 Weather, \
1 (2)—Fires on thi ground, Dwkoess, g/
D—Mioor damags, g I:}* /7 ﬂ Alrport or terrain, ) Y
X—Miscellaneous, e .
g Y—Codeermive, R 1 | -"Th— T T
RE.S‘I'RICTED RLuaP“,TED} —ceos
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(28) Pinor's STATEMENT (state how the accident occurred, giving oll detoils g (o conditions, causes, and influencing factors):

See attached Statement.

Signatura .......

Pilot,
(20) STATEMENT OF .0 ipENT CrassiFicaTioN CoMMITTEE (gite complele causal statement, amplifying the pilot's statement where necessary
to explain the causcs,.

In view of Pilot's Statement and previous failures of this nature it is be- -
lieved that the accident was caused by the nose gear collapsing.

An Unsatisfactory Report is attached hereto as an inclosure

(30) RECOMMENDATIONS:

None. } |
Each member of the Committee nas reaa Membe
and understands A. C. Circular No. 15-14, 7 - B TR 5 e m........ﬁi """" %
SAYGR. 95-120, and N. A. C. A. Report No. A
The above statement and recommenda- M B, XUIMER  Captain AC Operations Officer
tions, and the classification and analysis N (RaaX) (Designation)

shown on the reverse hereof, are the concensus
of opinion of this Committee.

18't _Operations Officer
(Designation)

(31) Remanxs AND Heo oMMENDATIONS (accomplish only if this report is iniliated al other than the home station)z

1 L R e AR S e B LIS DA e R T S R A S AN S N A B D
(32) REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

I concur in the Analysis and Recommendations of the above Aircraft Accident
Classification Committee.

chl.ocr'nu (line ~ut those not applicable): Statien ... Atcham, ETOUSA )/ . ... . Date September 11, 1942.

I Airplane (M-hav) Fh(m e[?o,;t g
" < Unsatisfactory ;
& & Certificates of rincipal witnesses %%

el . < :
ertifica princy Sig {,.J.ix: COI'PO,
" Newspapes-elippings. °W"°"""9
Damage-to- propesty-eertificate, A C. Form . AT :
L & ‘Pilot'noSt.atement ..‘ » RESmm.FD Vb COVDRNMINT SRINTING OPFICE 308 5
" ‘- ‘ - e



DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE

= | 1
DR 3 _ e g R JeValmoesa - ya7ioee |
DATE ¢ WING CORPS AREA OR DEPT s BRANCH i ENGINE MODEL a ;
.o ¢ - = s
« 14th a'ht,‘: ﬁrgnp < E..38- 2 gm ~ (2 2 {
SGTATION - iz § Eg NO AND TYPE 5 7 Aut"Eu.D?t MOGEL g ENGI RIAL NO ENGINE SERIAL NO. [
- = -
Kcitae £.9th Fighter Sq. < 1. e @ !
t/c%uu OR AFRIAL ENGINEER < ORG NO AND TY AIRPLANE SERIAL NO ENGINE SERIAL NO = ENGINE SERIAL NU {
o ALWAYS ENTER DUTY | snaso..s WHEN APPLI- !
PERSONNEL — PRINT PLAINLY - Fitoag CABLE. ENTER N - NIG 1 - INSTRUMENT FLIGHT DATA |
: = i M RN R eI Ao e ENTER TIME FLOWN THEREUNDER |
CLASS SERIAL NO LOCALLY (0iry | NORI DUTY NORI DUTY | NOR 1 1 DUTY ~omi  TERMINALS AND MISSION TIME }
1 R 2 2 AR 3 &5 S 6 7 8 i o RRRaraeT] 10 E
t _-a_!‘--—‘ R i ! ‘FNOM ; I
| L e
S OeetIRe = IIRHAN RSP N S -.?rest.n.ck _____ Ah 18
. . | i o !
i Ma jor, Air Corps, , Bl ffiteds I_,__! ____________ v____z____' | )
S o __14th Fighter Gp., ; R, B “ ‘ S Valley oo ' 17230
| Headquarters Sq. , MI5SION e i
I AU G Rl ISR (R Rty I _________ [sanaines 5
z ! U=5 1 118
‘ ; a4 B B L Ly g ;
loo7€2 | DUEMA, USPRRN., - |6 | =] s lyajey 119 ‘20 .
' Major, Air Corps, ‘ A B e e B e fo I -
| 1 R I TR T !
Luth Fighter Gp., e ,
| . Headquarters Sa. | ____;____t____]__.-_d_l___';_v___,____‘“""°‘ Ty
FROM . {
| i | | | |
[ R e e SRR R e S B G R T D e i et e b e e ' 2%
_--<l T S AR SRR 2 e fors ;‘ B | Y PR :‘ O BT = T ! -'6 -------------- C.—.‘ ——————
{ g y | R e e R :
LI érza,,m; S | : !
| ' Bl e X
. { WILLIAM E. FULMER, | ‘
1 e apbo y ﬁl"‘eﬂm | ‘ ‘ | FROM :
? ; Operat.ions Officer. ? ;"".“"i““i“"i"""""" "“‘.““l :
e A J LA SIS e e i S e R s
| | R T
3 & '« :___"____ i Fih ’ 2 1
i ' !___.'____}___.i____'_-__l___-- __‘_l-___i MISSION “.:":.".
| | | | | e
I ____l_____'____l___{__]____i._-__ ____!_____' FROM ;
1 EwETOnETaerem L o
' | ‘ | i | b |
-------------------------------- H
‘ : 3 l : 1
— Mission P .
‘ -____l____'___J_____‘____l____ _____l_____‘l u-ov:.n' .
. ? : t ! : ! !
WAR DEPARTMENT CHECKED: E TRANSCRIBED: | TOTAL
AIR CORPE = FORM NO. 3 FLIGHT REPORT - oreraTions LEGIBLE AND oren:.| 1?,:2%,:#'3.:; o ' FLIGHT :
TENTATIVE - SEPT 1940 CORRECT cLEnk . ON FORM 1A ouer | TIME l 15
I e It R BEDIFCAN FPATD ~AWLN CAI u u $208 €O ,InC '.—Iuc-lll"lltb.l Al . o o = T



‘.‘Jc’,'n"-'t"' P-38-F A C. Nouﬂm___oncAmuﬂovkﬂh_mm_Sﬂ;—sTAﬂon - pate T=28-L2

INSPECTION STATUS AR AN A e oD SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF
| parEorF INSPECTED TODAY ENGINE NO.1 | NO.2 NO.3 | NO. & (CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKE-OFF)
. HOURS ¢ HOURS FUEL olL
|  oue o) rioihoad rooate | §1:00 ! §1:00 | W | (aALions) (QUARTS) Zo
| P -4 - - —— h‘
HOURS > | <u
rauuon‘r! ' TODAY 115 1:15 ’ E | senve A NO. 1 ll NO. 2 | NO. 3 NO 4 3w
N w ICED | TANKS T . = o e B 1T
| l seave | i | semve | in | semv- ~ xO
DAILY TOTAL 52. ls 5:20 I 5 u:zn vn.-‘ LD TAN®S 1CED TANKS o) Tanxy |
OIL CHANGE l ' ‘ l
2 wours | 50:00 | oo E. L. e ek b L i
| Cuw). CLEANNG ‘ ' ‘ 3 | ! }
Sowours 100:00 = - 3 o] Bl el M i GRESRR, Kl [ e 2 Kt
' HOURS | 2 | | i I i ! |
_too wours 100:00 | UTODATE 51:00 0 M B IR SR RYvhh Salial ERUTOIN Wit I
AIRPLANE HOURS | ]
Plugs 100:00 I o | 1:15 am | ey ‘ | Sl
i |
Yalves 100:00 ‘ TOTAL 52:15 sr | | | 1 |
l"'oATUC INSTRUCTIONS FOR PILOTS AND MECHANICS
Hiand Compus
- v EXPLANATION not swung L. PILOTS: EACH PILOT WILL PRINT NAME AND RANK BELOW, AND INDICATE ""OK'* OR. IF ANY DEFECT OR
MALFUNCTIONING OCCURRED, EXPLAIN THE TROUBLE.

parking brake out. Rear fuel

MECHANICS: TRANSPOSE "'TOTAL FLIGHT TIME' FROM FORM 1 TO ENTRIES ""HOURS TODAY' UNDER
m‘ _Gnch,.n (R R “AIRPLANE AND ENGINE TIME RECORD'® ABOVE. PRECEDE EACH REMARK WITH THE NAME

OF THE STATION. EXPLAIN ANY RED SYMBOL ENTERED UNDER ""INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY
EQUIPMENT . ENTER ANY MAINTENANCE WORK DONE WHILE AIRPLANE IS ON THE FLYING
x e ——— o 3 —— LINE OR AWAY FROM ITS HOME STATION. S!GN EACH REMARK MADE

EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
WHEN THE ""STATUS TODAY' IS INDICATED BY A RED
SYMBOL AND AN "EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE' HAS NOT BEEN =
GRANTED BY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING OF /ICER THE _No. 1 Brakes weak. JASPER N. DURHAM, Major.
PILOT OF THE AIRPLANE WILL SIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE
FLIGHT.

{
R \ np TRUE COPY"™

RELEA ST oF { lajor, Air Corps.

INSPECTION OF AUXILIARY EQUIPMENT [ A \ /
= W %
s g, o
EQUIPMENT SYMBOL l INSPECTED BY ' STATION
R N L : Capt., Air Corps, i v
_GUNNERY Operations Officer.

NAVIGATION

RADIO

OXYGEN

PHOTOGRAPHIC

CHEMICAL

WAR DEPARTMENT

B oI A ' FLIGHT REPORT - ENGINEERING

TKNTA"V! - SEPY. 1940
REDIFORN-PATE ~ANERICAN SALES BOOK €O, INC. WIAGARA FALLY M. ¥
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WAR DSPAR‘I‘MINT . . 1:(/_,4' 7
B m & WAR DEPARTMENT Jre 2
AIR CORPS Mat'] Div.
_ Serid No, . . .
UNSATISFACTORY REPORT
(See A. C. Cir. 15-54)
Station Serial No. .. .. Date . September 15, 1942
Station . AxPsQs 874 £2TeQeUeSea. Organization . 49th Fighter Squadron (TE)AAF

Name, type and ser. no. of equipment ._Class 0l-L P-38F 4.C, Ser. No, 41-7680

Name and part no. of defective part Noge wheel strut Part No. 225034 .
DES()RI?I‘ION OF TROUBL\E: 16—23500-1 T U. 5. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE « 1841

1. while on a routine flight in P-38F A.C. Ser. No. 41-7680 the Pilot took off and
landed completing one flight. Upon taking off for a second flight and having
almost flying speed the nose wheel struck a large bump in the runway causing the
nose landing gear to collapse. Exact description of failure is unavailable as
the sirplane slid off of the runway and burned. What was left of the Airplane
was dismantled prior to this organization arriving at this station.

2. Length of time in Service: 52:15

3. a. Quantity on hand: 24
b. uantity known to be defective: One (1)

4. Disposition: Airplane was taken to Burtonwood Sub-Depot for parts Salvage.
5. Hecommendation: None.

6. Previous Unsatisfactory Heports on this subject by tiWlls organization: None.

PAULETT SPIVeY
Captain A.C.
Commanding.

"A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY"

24 por o

e, et o)

AT & FULER,
Captain, Air-Corps,
Operations Officer.

URESTRICTED™
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WNITNESS STATEMENT

On July 28, 1942, at 1920 o'clock, I was preparing to take off behind
Major Durham at Valley. Take-offs were made oneat a time, I was taxying
into position as the Major started down the runway for take-off. I went
about adjusting controlls in the cockpit, and when I looked up all I could
see down the runway was fire, Thinking the Major had dropped a belly tank
I looked about to see if he was airborne., Finding nothing in the air I
soon noticed a wing at the side of the blase. I shut off my engines at
the side of the runway and want down to the scene of the accident. By the
time I arrived the fire was nearly extinguished and Major Durham was stand-

ing by unhurt.
s
Capt, Army Forces,

Operations Officer.

L
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S~T=A-T-E-M-E-N-T

In attempting take-off in P-38F Airplane #41-17680, immediately before
the airplane attained flying speed, a bump in the runway threw the airplane
forward onto the nose wheel. The nose wheel collapsed, allowing the propellers
to strike the runway, after which the airplane slid off the runway and caught
fire.

- 4 /
; 77 AP ONN
/3 N. DURHAM,
Jor, Adr Corps.
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REG. No. 6§33

hp - o
HEADQUARTLRS  * MCuiRICTED™ COPY. No. . 1
E1GITH FIGUTER COMMAND

Rl TR
ch v al

September, 27th, 1242,

SUBJ3CT:-  Nou Loncurreto. 1z Findings of Alreraft Accident Board

TO:- Commarding General, A.A.F., thrcugh Comnond channels.

1. Reforcrce is aade to aircraft accident orcurring et 19,20
hours, July 28th, 1942, at Valley Airdrome, Great Britain; pilot Jasner
Ne. Durham, Major A.A.F, l4th Ffighter Group, Atcham Airdrome, Great
Britain, in F-%33 F airplane number 41-7€20.

2. This Headquarter:c does not concur in the findings of the
Accldent Claceification Board in this accident. The board assecees
100% materiel failure. I% is the opinicn of this lleadquarters that
thore is no evidence of materiel failure. Pilot admits striking a large
bump in runway at approximate time of becoming airbernc. The megnitude
-of this bump is unkmown, but it must have been great to collapse the
nose=-wheel strut,

3. it is the opinion of this Hesdquarters that the cause should
be aszessed as 1009 Miscallaneous, "Airnort or Terraein".

For the Commanding General,
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X000,93 1st Ind. L E-24-11
f ‘nh’\?'~r'
@ [~ HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIK FORCE, ETOUSA, September 30, 1942.
TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C.
1., This Headquarters concurs with basic communication.
For the Commanding General:
RECKIVE?

OCT 30 1642
‘I HG
1203135
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