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1. Introduction

The area of the Sennybridge firing range encompasses a wide range of sites of different periods, in varying conditions. Generally the Army have maintain the integrity of the sites with in its care to a very high standard, and the enclosure of the range area in the 1930s has persevered an historic landscape which would normally have succumb to the pressure of modern farming methods and so called progress. 7 sites where chosen to be surveyed during the brief closer of the range.
2. Aims and objectives

The aims and objective of the project where to enhance the OS map representations of the sites through the use of accurate surveying methods not available to the Ordnance survey, to produced detail scaleable plans and description of the main features of each site.

3. Method

The sites where surveyed using a Lieca TCR 1105 R Total Station with data collection via Auto Cad Lt 98 through a Theo LT   survey interface.

4. Results

The results of the survey have been broken down into individual sites each site containing a brief description of the features present in relation to an indexed site plan; a Cad created location plan illustrating the site in its wider context and relevant photographic illustrations.

4.1 Scheduled Monument. (874 332)  SN

Site summary

A small settlement site, farmstead, sheltering in the lea of a hill, comprising of two sub circular enclosures, one possibly used as live stock storage and one surrounding three small rectangular building platforms. A small field boundary runs away from the site suggesting field divisions contemporary with this farmstead although further work would be needed to prove that a contemporary relationship exists with the surviving site.

Site key

A. Oval shaped, banked enclosure with the remains of a possible entrance,

B.  Sub circular, banked enclosure containing building platforms C, D, further work would be needed to identify weather this enclosure was at one time complete if so this would suggest that the building platforms C, D, E, had a later relationship to the sites history.

C. Rectangular building platform, showing remains of stone walling.

D.  Sub rectangular building platform connected to building area C.

E. Rectangular building platform, containing substantially size irregular shaped block of stone and a possible stone floor surface, this structure has at some time been used as an army fox hole, resulting in the movement of the stones. Further work would be needed to identify the nature and use of this area.

F. Sub circular banked and stone structure. Further work would be needed to identify the exact nature and relationship of this area.

G. Steep sided bank and ditch. Possibly forming or the remains of an earlier boundary enclosure for the site.

H.  Naturally formed track way between features A and B.

I. Small linear banked field boundary running away from the site, perhaps suggesting contemporary field locations.

J. Intersecting small-banked field boundary, limiting the extent of feature I, perhaps suggesting a limit to the area associated with the site. Further work would be needed to identify a contemporary relationship and the exact nature of theses features ( I, J,) 

4.2 Lime kiln (disused) Blaentalar. (922 395)  SN

Site summary

The site is spread over a large area and located on a gently sloping hill side, near a source of fresh water, much of the site now remains as low earthworks, yet the trackways contemporary with the site and still in use, and are deeply cut into the landscape. 

Site key

A. Circular stone built structure with a small entrance/ opening; this structure is probably not connected with the lime kiln, but is probably a, semi modern, animal shelter.

B. Large enclosures forming a group with feature C, unknown as to use. Further work would be needed to identify the nature of this area.

C. Large enclosures forming a group with feature B, unknown as to use. Further work would be needed to identify the nature of this area.

D. Irregular shaped enclosure, possibly remains of building platform, due to the large amounts of stone in this area. Further work would be needed to identify the exact nature of this area.

E. Sub circular raised area, possible location for lime kiln, the area is enclosed by remains of stone walling, further work would be needed to identify to real nature of this area.

.

F. Although located away from the site this area gives the impression of being a loading platform being cut out of the hillside and is located on the remains of a disused track way following the course of the stream. Although this feature may be interpreted as a half-hearted attempt at quarrying. Further work would be needed to identify the significance of this area and is relationship to the site.

G.  Ditch and banks forming a now, disused track way.

H.  Area containing remains of rectangular stone built building foundations/platforms, due to the confused nature of this area further work would be needed to identify the limits and nature and number of individual buildings in this area.

I. Present day trackway running over contemporary trackway. The track way is bounded on one side by the remains of a stone built retaining wall, only visible nowadays where the bank has collapsed  (I 1 to I 2).

4.3 Ddol-fawr. (859 358)  SN

Site summary


A complex and much altered  “L” shaped farm compound, containing two large buildings of various phases, accommodated within a landscaped enclosure on the southern side of a hill. Now located with in a recently forested area, The buildings have under gone much alteration and development through out their history, the relatively good survival condition of the compound and its associated structures suggest that it was maintain up to the introduction of the Sennybridge firing range enclosure. Evidence for old boundaries and associated field systems can be seen in the form of remaining coppiced hedge lines.

Site key

A. Regular coursed stone constructed, square building, with possibly remains of brick built fireplace. 5.50 m x 6.00 m.
B. Regular coursed stone constructed, rectangular building, attached to building A. illustrated a phased relationship. 8.20 m x 6.00 m.
C. Rectangular stone constructed building. 7.50 m x 8.20 m.
D. Rectangular stone constructed building attached to building C. 6.00 m x 6.50 m.
E. Lean to type square building/ storage room attached to building D. 3.30 m x 2.60. m.

F. Stone walled extension to buildings D and C.

G. Rectangular stone constructed building, surviving up to gable height, this building contains evidence for a bread oven and stone built internal fireplace and chimney. 7.50 m x 5.00 m.

H. Stone built, link building, connecting buildings C and G.

I. Stone built extension to building G although only two sides survive evidence of a demolished wall suggests that it was three sided.

J. Sub terrain Army constructed fox hole.

K. Circular stone constructed Army foxhole.

L. Square stone constructed Army fox hole.

M. Substantially  stone built retaining wall forming defining wall to farm complex.

N. Possible remains of concrete constructed machine storage area.

O. Remains of coppiced hedge line.  Approximately 8.00 m in length.
P. Remains of coppiced hedge line, possibly forming defining limits to farm enclosure. Approximately 10.00 m in length.

Q. Remains of coppiced hedge line, possibly indicating line and direction of a previous track way, providing access to the farm complex. Approximately 27.00 m in length.

R. Present day access to the farm complex, following line of tree line firebreak.

S. Modern-day access to farm complex.

T. The location of features P and M suggest this was a previous and contemporary access route to the farm complex. Approximately 5.00 m in width.

4.4 Pantllefrith-fach. (908 393)  SN

Site summary


A small stone built farm complex with associated field boundaries. The building has undergone various phases of development and alteration. The use of concrete lintels, now not in situ, suggests that this compound was in use up to the enclosure of the Sennybrigde firing range in the 1930s.

Site key

A. Rectangular stone built building with an internal division. This was probably the original farm building. 12.00 m x 6.00 m.
B. Three sided, stone constructed, extension to building A. 6.00 m x 6.00 m.
C. Three sided, stone constructed, extension to building C. 7.00 m x 6.00 m. 

D. Three sided, stone constructed, extension to building A, forming a small storage area. 3.00 m x 5.00 m.
E. Banked boundary forming an enclosed area to the farm compound.
F. Banked field boundary intersected by field boundary G.
G. Banked field boundary intersected by field boundary F.
4.5 Ballfa-uchaf (near to). (972 429)  SN

Site summary

A remote located farm stead with little surviving “above ground masonry”, yet interesting and complex field boundary systems, which further work could be undertaken to enhance the understanding of this area and its relationship to the surrounding farm compound and historical landscape.

Site key

A. Main rectangular stone built farm house, only visible as a raised bank, with suggestive stone, demolished walling showing through in patches, its relationship with building C is uncertain, but they are probably one building phase. The building being divided into to two areas, living space and animal storage. 6.00 m x 19.00 m.
B. Small rectangular building platform adjacent to building A, its Function and relationship would require further work.

C. Rectangular building, possibly internal division of building A and hence contemporary. Further work would need to be undertaken to confirm the relationship with building A. 6.00 m x 9.00 m.
D. Circular mound of loose stone ,possible  from the demolishment of structures A and C. Approximately 3.00 m in diameter.
E. Raised earthen bank forming enclosure and entrance track way with feature F. Approximately 44.00 m.
F. Raised earthen bank forming enclosure and entrance track way with feature E
4.6 Blaencymog. (906 399)  SN

Site summary

A relatively small stone built farm compound comprising of two phases of construction, suggesting two individual dwellings. Due to the condition of survival and the use of concrete this area was probably still in use up to the sennybridge firing range enclosure.

Site key

A. Rectangular, stone constructed farmhouse with evidence for the construction of an internal chimney. 8.50 m x 5.50 m.
B. Rectangular, stone constructed extension to building A. both buildings have external entrances, yet no evidence survives for an internal connection between the building, suggesting that the buildings may have been two single roomed dwellings. 8.00 m x  5.50 m.
C. Two sided, stone built enclosure running parallel to the buildings A and B form a working compound to the farm stead. 12.00 m x 6.00 m.
D. Raised earthen bank running parallel to the buildings, with surviving evidence for coppiced hedging.  Approximately 30.00 m.
4.7 Gwibedog trump. (896 397)  SN

Site summary

Substantial earthworks forming an enclosure constructed in the shadow of a large linear earth work boundary bank, further work would be needed to show the relationship of the earth works to the boundary bank Much of the site is obscured by undergrowth but where the earthworks survive and are visible they are of substantial size. Dating and phasing of the site would also require additional work

Site key

A. Large and substantially constructed-banked boundary ditch ruining across the landscape, possibly in use before the farmstead site was constructed, although further work would be need to identify this relation ship and date for this feature.

B. Large formed banked enclosure possibly demonstrating the limits of the site. Further work would be needed to identify the nature of this feature.

C.  Three sided banked enclosure, possibly the remains of a building. Further work would be needed to be undertaken to identify the nature of this area.

D.  Sub rectangular building platform with a visible entrance, further work would be needed to identify the exact area of this feature due to the massive undergrowth obscuring the site, but this feature was probably rectangular at one time.

E. Smaller rectangular building platform. Further work would be needed to identify the nature and extent of this structure.

F. Sub circular building plat form or enclosure. Further work would be needed to identify the nature of the feature.

G.  Large banked feature intersecting A, although this has probably be obscured by the present day track way H. further work would be needed to identify if these two features have a contemporary relationship.

H. Modern track way cut through feature A.

I. Banked boundaries to the site possibly forming an enclosed area (K) with feature J.
J. Banked boundary to the site possibly forming an enclosed area (K) with   feature I.
