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M n (1) (13) ﬂL (18) (16) an (18) (19)

P |Robert B, Mx L P 10-503318 |lst Lt. | 280/ AC __|EDATC | None /! Nane
| .CP|Loyd C, LoveJjoy. P |0-2660047 |2nd Lta.. | 38z/| AC _ |EDATC | None / | Nona.
2. X |Dwite M. McClowd . ﬁongl 2nd Lt | . 38.¢/). AC . |EDATC . Nons ! | None
-~ B |Robert L, Smit B 116109380 ICp. . | 2820| AC _|EDATC | Nope /| MNone

X Ponadd K. M:J.er..jiﬁfif_fﬁf.'Ix...ls:s.}arzs...c;il.. ....... |~a822| A0 |ZDAT0 | Mone /.| Nona .
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(Date)

Finar Piror Bovl-
(at the time of this accident)

(38) This type. 115355 . (42) Instrument time last 6 months
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(48) Aircraft....... /'« Eepeatt IEUSRG] iRt .Bight Wing M
(47) Engine(s) .. &mfr.....l | Right L.Ge M
(48) Propelier(s)_| Right]]
(88) Weather at the time of sccident ... CAVU E /1

(81) Was the pilot

(82) Cloared from 1Y

(87) Cause of accident ..Bight engine ight, engine wonld not feather, and fell
from aireraft in flight,
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Qﬂnb‘ nArerve of acc ent. 1 u of Rl‘ponlibil ic
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. On the qveriing of Sept., 2nd 194l at 18:00Z lst Lt. Robert B, Fix was acting ae
- an Instructor on a local Transition flight in C-53 43-2034, A normal take-off was
made at 2016Z, (Dwsk). The aircraft climbed to 1000 feet and turned onto the cross-
wind leg, procéeded abopt 2 nmiles and turned onto the downwind leg, When the air-
craft was opposite the field on the down wind leg the engineer noticed a stream of {
flame about & inches wide coming out of the top of the right engine nacelle., The |
pilot was notified and the fire extinguisher was imrmediately pulled, the flames
died momentarily but rose again with greater intensity, The pilot shut off the right
engine and prepared for single ‘engine operation, several attempts were made .to feath-
er the propeller but were unsuccessful, .The pilot turned onto his base leg and tried |
to contact the tower, The tower could hear the call but was unable to get an answer,
a green light was flaghed to the aircraft. When the aircraft turned onto the final
approach the entire engine nacelle was enveloped in flame and the engine was vibrating
violently. Shortly before the pilot called for wheels down, the right engine mounts
A tore from the wing and the engine fell from the aircraft, As it fell one of the pro-
‘// peller blades hit ?he foyward section of the fuselage., The aircraft continued in on
the approach and made contect with ground, It hit solidly on both wheels, this indi-
cated that both gears were down and locked, After rolling down the runway for 200 ft,
the aircraft turned slowly off the runway to the left at an angle of about 30°. after
running about 200 ft, on the grassed area the right gear, weakened by intense heat,
collapsed, The right wing dropped to the ground causing a partial ground loop to the
right.  The aircraft came to reat 90° from its original landing path, The crew members
uninjured, abandoned the aircraft,

Findinge of the Board: ZExamination of the engine indicates that the fire was |
centered around the accessory section, It is the opinion of the board that the fire |
was started by a small gas leak that got progreesively worse as engine vibration in-
creased. Because all lines to the engine were torn out and turned beyond recognition
it cannot be adecuately determined where the leak occurred or what caused it, The air-
craft goiag off the runway to the left on landing is explained by a slight wind to the

. left together with U4} degrees of left rudder trim, The rudder was the only means of
directional control the pilot had as the right brake had burned out and the electrical
switches were cut immediately after landing., The right tire did not blow out on the
initial contact with the ground, but blew out later during the landing roll, As the
right landing gear strut had been weakened conciderably by heat, the added stress pro-
duced by the flat tire caused the right gear to collapse and the aircraft to ground loop.

The board agrees “hat the pilot is in no way responsible for the accident and
that under the circumstances used sound judgment and good technique in bringing the air-
craft back to the field.

Due to the circumstances surrounding this accident the cause of the firs and the
responeibility cannot be definitely determined, for this reason recommendations cannot
justifiably be advanced. .

- -‘.--
et Lt. AC, Member
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PILOTS STATEMENT

This accident happened the night of August 2nd in a C-53 tyre eircraft AC ¢
43-2034 while in the mocess of a training flight., The crew consisted of a pilot,
co-pilot, engineer and three passengers, none was injured,

The last take-off was made at approximately 22:15 with all instruments regis-
tering normal operaticn. The cowl flaps were left in trall position as traffic
pattern altitude was gained and the turn on the downwind leg was completed, they
were intended to remain in that position until cyl. head temp. registered normal,
It was almost imrmediately after the turn on the downwind leg that the engineer
noticed the right engine was on fire. The co-pilot was immediately directed to
close the cowl-flaps on the burning engine and as pilot I turned the fire extin-
guigher to the right engine and pulled the handle., This had a momentary effect,
it reduced the flames to some extent but never entirely extinguished them, As this
wae discovered to have little effect upon the burning engine the pilot and co-pilot
prepared for single-engine operation., The controls of the left engine were imme-
diately advanced for single-engine performance, The prop control, throttle, mix-
ture contrsl, magneto switch and fuel cock were all closed on the burning engine
and the feathering button was held in for that engine. The engine would not feath-
er and five or six attempte up until the time the enginre fell off failed to feath-
er it, Because of these attempts the base leg was out farther than usual and dur-
ing all this time controls eand instruments were checked and re-checked for a sin-
gle-engine and landing. The turn onto the base leg was made atl an altitude of ap-
proximately eight hundred feet and one hundred twenty m.p.h. Radio contact with
the tower could not be effected but they saw us and gave us the green light on the
base leg., It was on the down-wind leg that one of the enlieted men jettisoned the
rear door. From the time the firet attempt was made to feather the engine, the air-
plane vibrated violently and bocame more violent up until the time the engine tore
looge from its mount, With the hydraulic selector valve on the left engine, cowl
flaps opened, and all controls and switches on the burning engine in the “closed®
or "off" position the turn on the approach leg was completed. Additional attemptis
to feather the right engine ctill failed. It was estimated that on the base leg we
were four or five miles from the field., Approximately three miles from the field,
lined up with runway 32, there were a series of three or four explosions and it was
then the co-pilot states that the burning engine fell from its mounts. As it fell
the prop cut a hole in the fuselage. As pilot I was unaware that the engine fell
from the mount although the co-pilot states he mentioned it two or three times. It
was then I called for gear "down" and although the hydraulic selector valve was on
the operating engine the' co-pilot states that the gage registered only 250 1bs. pres-
sure, After the engine fell off the heat and smoke became more intense and the cabin
windows had to be opened. The later part of the final approach was made at an air-
speed of 105 m.p.h. and a rormal two-point landing was made on the runway. Desrite
all efforts the plane could not be kept on the runway and went off to the left.

The main line and magneto switches were turhed off as soon as the wheels touched
the ground. As soon as the plane stopped the airplane was comrletely abandoned at
a safe distance. The landing light and cpckpit lights kept burning although the
battery and master switch were Doth turned "off", With everyone at a safe distance
from the airplane the ambulance and fire truck arrived:?pproximatoly two or three
minutes later. . : -

i LW5ZV¢“‘, (41{3/3i5’

- BOBERT B, FIX
e n-—'T:D let Lt, Air Corps.
& | "y
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. STATEIENT OF ACOIDENT

We were shooting landings after doing air work for about an hour. We had
Just taken off and had gotten to 1000 ft, and turned on our down wind leg when
the enzineer came up and said the rt. engine was on fire. The pilot immediately
called for flaps and gear up so I put the gear up and he pulled the fire extin-
guigher and I closed the cowl flaps., The fire died out to a small flame then
started getting larger again. So the rilot went to the good engine., He tried to
feather the vtrops on the bad engine but it wouldn't feather, 3By this time the
fire was all over the engine. We turned on our bagse leg and I called the tower
and told him we were coming in on one engine and that our right ensine was on
fire. He gave us the greem light but didn't answer on the radio. By this time
we were coming in on the aporoach leg.

The plane was vibrating violently and the rt. engine was just a mass of flame.
Suddenly there was what sounded like an explosion., I looked around and the englne
wae gone, I told the pilot but he was concentrating on the landing and didn't
angwer, evidently not hearing me,

There were several other explosions but nothing happened that I could see.

We were almost to the runway and the pilot called for gear down, so I put them
. down but the pressure moved only up to 250 lbs, I watted until we were almost
on the ground for it to build up, It didn't eo I locked the gear and we landed

almost immediately.

We hit on the runway veered slowly to the left and then made a partial ground
loop to the right. As we did the rt. wing dropped down and the plane stopped,
We cut off all switches and ot out as quickly as we could and ran out to a dis-
tance where we would be safe if the gas tanks exploded,

The fire truck and ambulance came in a minute or two and put the fire out,

Lt, Mx, Lt, McCloud, a Sgt. and uyaelf went out to see that the engine hadn't,
fallen on the railroad track, It hadn't eo we came back and reported same and went

back to our area,

Co A Constt
YD C. LOVEJOY \\\
2nd Lt, Air Corps,

Co-Pilot

RES e ATED A
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Councerning tne crasn of =03 No. 43-20084 cn <eptenver 2, 1l944:

The 1irst teke-off w.8 ut upproxiunately 8.0V pPh. The run-up or tue
eurines cueckea very goow prior to eaca suu every taxe-off. e were on
our fifta take~-off when fire in tone »ignt engiune occured. The pilot was
wained of the fire and tne cowl flaps were closed anu the fire extinguisner
wes pulled wolciu he}ppeu very litvtle. Tne pilot toeu cut the eunglue off
and tried to freatner the prop, vut tiae prop woula not festner at tuat tine.
Thore was notuing Cpl Smith or & coulc ao s¢ we went to the tell of tue ship
The plene was vioreting osuly uutil toe englue fell off. sfter ssxing
cermission, Cpl Swith end 1 releeased tae GOur us SuoOKe eud Iuues were
filiing tue snip. We stayeu iu tue peck uatil we lended in orcer to stay
out of the way of tue wen thut ocd to oe in the cockplt. Lfter we landed
end the snip steppea sxkiacing Cpl Sawitn esaa 1 juupea out auu ran. iuad

is woout all I rewmewber . 4he crash occured &t lu.40 Pu.

X , RESTRIL . ToD  PONECK. LETiek , 15539725
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STATEMENT OF ACCIDENT v ——

TO WHOM IT MAY CONC

We were shooting landings and after the third one we took off and were pro-
ceeding around the pattern normally., The fire broke out at 1000 ft, approximate-
ly straight across from the center of the runway. I was sitting in the cabin on
the front left seat at the time. I havpened to glance at the engine just as it
caught fire, The engineer ran up to tell the pilot and I got the fire extinguish-
er to put out any possible cabin fire., The enginelsaked ncimal before the fire
then 1t juet burst out burning, the flames streaming out of the cowl flaps. The
crew turned on the engine extinguisher and the fire was depressed slightly, but
it was still obviously burning. Later it flared up more and the fire was eating
up the cowl flaps and nacelle. By this time we were on the approach and it was
burning furiously. The engine was vibrating & lot; then there was a roar and the
engine fell off, by thie time the cabin was full of smoke and it was too hot to be
there, I was by the radio overators table. Two enlisted men were in the rear and
the rest of us were in the front compartments.

After the engine fell out it started to burn woree than ever, Another loud
noise was heard. later we figured it to be the tire blowing out., Then the pilot
yelled "Prepare for crash landing", I passed it to the rear and we hit the ground
like any normal landing. Then I ran to the rear to get ready to get out, We
stopped after swinging in a circle and the three of us in the rear jumped out;
shortly afterward the other three came out and we all ran clear of the accidont,
The fire trucks came and the fire was put cut,

K usls 7721 <t

DHITE M. McCloOUD,
2nd Lt, Air Corps,

/
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sr.288e81  CQEBIR:- TOPAL

VOWGEL L, Lie Crusld O C=00 a0, 40-2004 Ou Septewoer 2, 1u44,

& wble LoOul taree or four provious tuke-offs anu lanuings, origlnal
tace<ofl tlue was oyproxiuvetely 8.90 Pli. woverything was noriel on each
takKe-0ff tO Wy xaowleuge iuncluaing tone tace off cefore tue fire sturted
on tne rigat engine. We wade & U degree turi «ud Sterted ceck to lend.
e WETre Uy doout 100V feol @ud were putting our lunuing gecr ia the aown
posltion wiea Cpl Switu cawe up aud sald tace right engine was of fire.

-5 5004 Us luul was suld, Tae 1lov puilesc tihe Iire extinculsner anu I
vulied up tie .ear. we tried to feutuer the enginre out no results. Toe
pilot cul tre eugine, wlxturc coutrol im icle cut-off, tarottle.forwerd,
fuel shutl off on tuct eugine. Wwe were in line witn Runwey o< waeu tae
eugine feul off, nyuruulic systow was out eviuently vecause we asu one
geur uown (tue lefl ocne) ailu Lue otuer pertly uown. ne got bpprCLiwntely
Olie quarter riep. a oezutiiul but roucn luudiug.

'/ / ; 4 )
A Lqf leva) Dar
CLQDE SaE
S/SGT AIk LOKES

¢\0302ic bubUl;' 31.




TATENENT

DI,
Coaceruing tae crazu of C-53 No. 435-2934 ou oe G& \8"1&&4

Tane firct taxe off was ettt

I

approximately 8.30 Pu und we wade four tex

Offs ufter tnat, vefore eaci tage off the plane caecked out goou. ua

tne last laxe of'f the rigut eugiue caugat fire i. the asccessory section.
il was orougnt to the pilot's attention oy wyselft. T.e co-pilot closed

tue cowl fleps luueulately wud toe pllot switched tue fire extizwulsuer

to tue ri.nt eugine, it unelpea very little if st all. I receiveu per-

wission to «ick tne rear exit coor open for a fest Let-cway. The crash

lanaing occured at approxiuastely 1l0.40 Pi, it was e very gooda laading

uunder the circuwastalces.

RUSERT L. SwilH |
CPL., AIR COURES |
A.S.N, 10109386
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STATRENT Gﬁm‘?&_m VAL

On 9-2-W44 a C-53 Nur 034 flyin: local was practicing landings and ta keoffs.
Runway in use was 32. At 221€ the pilot called the tower for takeoff. The tower
cleared him for take off, A normal take of{ was reported by the tower., All lights

were left on., At 2221 the pilot cnlled the tower. The tower ancwered him, He
then cnlled again stating that he wae coming in to land on one encine and was on
fire turning on final arproach. The tower operator called Operations, Egineering,
F.C.0., Crash crew and Hoevital,

The C-53 MNbr O34 wae about 3 miles out on approach flying about 500' to 700!
with his right encine on fire., The plane continued straight in for landing on run-
way 32, When 1000 to 2000 yde off the end of runway a shower of sparks was ohserved
dropning to the ground., The plane rose up a few feet md continued to la nd tauch-
ing runway 32 just past the end,

Swerving to the left when some 1000 yds up going off on to the grass the niane
landed at 2223 Tir put out at 2235,

S
j. /:"L 5 \—({' "L M “/7./._ Z
s/ JOHN &5, SORNBERGER
Control Tower Operato r,

®e
/ ) ._-"“"’.ﬂ » -
!~ . 3 %
®
« ° o L]



From:-8,F.C.0. R.A.F. Valley. ' GQS?RI,_NLIAL
‘ . & win |
To:- Director of Operations, U.S.A.A.F. Valley. . \"‘**L)
VAL/FCB/F4.

3/9/44.

Accldent to C 53C - 452034.

Attached,'tor your information are reports submitted respectively
by Flying Control Officer, Tower Controller, and Airfield Controller.

/8/ K. Stuart-Smith, S/Ldr.
( K. Stuart-Smith, 8/Ldr. )
8.F.C.C. R.A.F. Station, Valley.

CERTIFIED A TRUE COPY:

lset Lt, Alr Corps,
Ass't to Director of
Operations.

CRESTRICTED-



To:- B/Ldr. K. Stuart-Smith. S.F.C.O..
\ 50 1P RabE:
From:- F/Lt. J. Bond Duty F.C.O. Qm t"-.{.ic'u mAL

2nd September, 1944.

8ir,
Tour of Duty 1945 .hours 2nd Sept. 0830 hours Srd Sept.

I have the honour to submit the following peport concerning an
accident to a local C 47 No. 0d4.

At 2224 hours my Tower Controller informed me that a C-47 was coming
in to land on runway 32, with an engine on fire.

2.

1.

I immediately went up to Tower Control and checked up on the action
already taken, and proceeded to inform the Station Commander, the S5.F.C.O.
and the Orderly Officer. .

3.

The Alrcraft landed at 2224 hours swinging to port shortly after
touch down, finally coming to rest some 50 ft. off the runway. The
crew were unhurt.

4.

The "A" Crash tender was working on the fire within 1 minute and
the "B" Crash tender was standing by within 6 minutes, the fire belng
finally extingulshed at 2233 hours.

5.

I then went out %o examine the aircraft and found that the Star-
board englne was missing. On return to the Control Room, the Rhosneligr
Police and Valiey signals-box were informed, the former making a search
on the Sand-hills, the latter having the line searched between Valley
and Rhosnelgr railway stations. DBoth later reported that nothing had
been found, and the police are continulng the search at daylight.

€.
I later inspected the runway 32, and found no sign of damage.

I have the honour to be, Sir, '
Your obedient servant,
J. Bond, F/L Duty F.C.O.

CERTIFIED A TRUE COFY:

ey , :
HAROLD B. GHT "
1st Lt, Air Corps,

sl of QESTRICTED -
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To:- S/Ldr. K. Stuart-Smith, S.F.C.O. R.M?f{o‘x\?'!‘agg.
From:- W/0. Mitchell, E.W. 1029730. Tower Controller.
Date:- 2nd September, 1944.

Re accident to C 47 No. 034. U.S.2.A.F,

8ir, :
I have to submit the following as my report on this accident which
occured during my tour of duty. ’

Runway in use 32. The alircraft had taken off at 2032 hours and was
engaged in "circult and bump" exercise. At 2223 hours he called on 6440
kce and sald he was coming in to land with one englne. the other was on
fire. I estimate his position as being approx 2-3 miles out on final
approach. B8tarboard engine was on fire.

Crash Crew were told to stand by for action, F.C.0. American Engi-
neering, Operatore, and R.A.F. Sick Quarters were notified.

The alrcraft landed at 2225 hours and after approx 800 yds ewung
to port off the runway coming to rest about 50 ft off the port side,
st1ll burning. The crash crew were on the spot in a very short time and
at 2233 houre the fire appeared to be out. We were informed that no-
body had been hurt.

While on final approach blazing parts had been seen dropping from
alrcraft so at 2304 houre Valley signal box were informed and instructed
to search the rallway track for possible obstructions and the signal
lights were switched to 'ON',

At 2248 hours the runway had been changed to 02 and later Valley
slgnal box informed me that no obstructions had been found so the lights
were switched to 'CFF'. Red glim lamps were placed round the aircraft.

At the time of the accident the following lighting was on :- Flare
path, funnels, contact-etrip and both sets of obstruction lights.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
E.W. Mitchell, W/0.

CERTIFIED A TRUE COPY:

- .A/Wf
ROLD B. WRIGHA',

1st Lt, Alr Corps,
Lss't. to Director of
Operations.



9 . ¥ 4
EEPORT OF CRASH OF C 47 NOAWSS®.L INI\

*.-.:.‘D
Sir,

I was informed by the Tower Controller that C 47 No. 2034 was
comling 1n to land with one engine on fire and despatched the Crash
tender to the old Perimeter track crossing R/VWay 32 and had them stand
by there. The aircraft came stralght in from S.E. and I saw that it
was his starboard motor that was blazing and as he came past the cara-
van I could see that his undercarriage %starboard side ) had been badly
burned away and was buckled by the heat.

He touched down on the R/Way and it folded up under him and swung
him around 1n a circle and he came to rest avout 20 yards clear of the
R/Way on the Port elde grass. The Crash Crew had the fire under con-
tprol after about 5 minutes and completely out after about 10 or 12 min-
utes. :

J.L. Endersby, Cpl.
duty A.F.C. 1830 - 0815.
2/9/44.

CERTIFIED A TRUE COPY:

ot it
HAROLD B. WRIGHT,
lst Lt, Air Corps,
Ass't to Director of
Operations.
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HEADQUARTERS OFS/JDR/sds
1407TH AAF BASE UNIT
FUROPEAY DIVISION AIX TRANSPORT COMMAND
APO 741 U.S. ARMY

360,33 . . 12 September 19k
SUBJECT: Transmittal of Revort of Aircraft Accid-nt, AAF Form No, 1L,
TC t Chief, Mlying Safety, AAF Winston-Salem, 1, North Carolina,

1, Transhitted herewith Report of Alrcraft Accident, AAF Form No, 1k,

for C-53, No, U3-2034,
iV

"1 Incl: AAT Yorm No. 14, JAMES C¢ COCERAN,
' w/Staterments 4 / Lt, Colonel, Air Corps,
/t‘-' / v abet- U, 4 i "’ Conmanding,
DISTRIBUTION: Cihief, Flying Safety o G NS
CG, ATC,
CG, EDATC

CO, 1034 AAF Base Unit,

cRES'*"::;?ED‘-
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