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REPORT OF Amcmrrul ) 2.0 A A
(1) Place Fair;vood Comiﬁ Airdrome, S, Wales R%%.“ w,29, 19L) (8) Time 092220

"""""""""""" ® A F -11591 7 (6 Sesing Station #7, BWATC

Amcrarr: (4) Type and model g;g: _ ‘f’ o D Soster
Organization: (3) .. “/ ea ®)/(.. _%7 f ® 5 : \j ’/
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Dury (Last Dame first)
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R £ REA LA A P ITWR LY /0 M
.|Fleming, Julian Dy (I
.49alah, Joseph Ca . . .|

e

| Hottloman, David (@) || 26650 | FD

. o / ooy PILOT CHARGED WITH ACM ! m
~(aw) _Helmbergery, Harvey — E. 3, O=68063Li74,  1st 1¥
(Last name) (First name) (Middie initial) (verial numbee) (Rank)

Asigned (u)...(‘ls.‘?‘ o aw BSO L ay TRASY [,

Command and Alr Force) “(Group)  ~ ST (8quadron) T

Attached for flying (39) ... (30) ... {81) i e e

(Command and Air Force) (Group)—

Pilot 4, May 2} - Pilot
Or'l’innl rating (33) = Raties” (34) (D*)%ment rating (%) i
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(81) Was the pilot flying on instruments at the time of accident ....... e s e ?
(83) Cleared from ..Casa8blmea 3 To .S&.;.I?? .................. (84) Kind of clearance ... Instrument &
................................ S B A S R ..05
(88) Pilot's mission Sporet Mlssion = Pertaluing to Functiona of the 15th Air Forcs. :
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el narrative of accident,
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1, On March 28th B=2aD
destined {or St. }.‘awr:an

2

« The Radio Cperatior
preceedea

to St. lawgan

The weather at the time,

Include statement of resp

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

ibility and rec dations for action to prevent repetition)

Humber 41-11591 Took off at 2330_ From Casablenca Africa
Ynrland.

identifed intc Plympton and received a rix the Pilot then
making let down but could not break throught the undercast,
was (Ceiling App 30PFt Vis less than 1 Mile)

4o . The Pilot then contacted Fairwood Common on world Guard Frequency and was given

course to ster te their

station.

due to lack of gas.
out at 5200 It.
b T‘xe gas consunption
Officers opinicn that

-B+—Attached is a (opv of the R/T log between Lhe “ship ‘und Valrxvod Common Cont.rﬂl

“After nali_ng two passes at the field {due to bad wea:her) tim e—xrmes cut out
The crew with the exception of the Pilot and engineer, bailed
T.e Pilot crashed landed the ship at the end of the ¢

romne. -

S

on this trip was 272 ga s per hour. It is uhe investigationg

the acciuent was not causea by Pilots error, bu. advex se

weatner condition znc lack of fuel. .
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’ Alreraft Nei 1591 Liberater 0(' ‘. 1AL E ~

Pllats Lt. Helmberder and crew of 5,

mpn—on 29%h sarch st 1022y

i, P/0. Graham, me Duty Flying Control Officer.

The aircraft was handed over to eontrol at 09.57 hours listening out on
World Guard, .The fellowing is a copy of the R/T Log,

M1 100
09.57 Ré to Yt Steer 027 and tramsit-
. Y to RW: 027 Reger, This is a liberator; we'll need a pretty bi; field,
BW to Yt Runway 1620 yards. You'll be all right - steer 030- what are your
_angala?

Y to RW: Say again,
09,58 KA to Yz What height are you?

Y teo R Altitude 2700 foot.
Rii to Yt Remain at that altitude.
Y te RW: Roger. We are partly in soup now. Reducing to get out of soup,

R¥ to Tt You snould be 0.K., on present vector; do no! reduce belew .8 - 800 ft.

Y to RWs We would rather stay up in case we have to bale out,
RW to Yt Reger, Steer 030,
09.59 Y te RW: Are we over land? -
—— _llh—!z:low-m—mtranr 1and now, R e e e
Y to RWs Let us know whefA overland,
10,00 RW to Y1 Long voice transiiestion for homing = sontiaue on 030 -
10,02 R¥ to Yt Tranmmit for homing - continue on 030, *
: Y to RWs Roger. How many more minutes?

RW to Yt Cannot tell you at present moment. ?.’1_'_;11 tell you ghortly., You
have enly a mile or two to go; will call you over base,

T to RNt Say again.
RW To Yt Orbit to pert. i

Y to RNt Cannot understand message.

.RW to Tt I say againj you are over base, orbit to r rt.

Y to R¥: Comming over land, is that right? : T e

RW to Y& That is correct. Go round in cirecles - Ilv;\t. you_‘f:o keep orbiting.
Y te Ri: - Circling at %0°, Ihn: to'be quiek - petrol giﬁ&telbw."ﬁ :

RW %o Yt Are you at 2700 foeet? :

et B . g

Rwu ¥g S lup orbitins “ni wdll give you instructions.
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10,04

V.Il to It

Continue t circl&’¢ ‘Cl.u lq.nuc Ahﬂhdﬂl for hid.u
Heduce helght, you are over base. Orbit te yort. !ou are right
over base now, Orbit to port and reduce ansels. I want you to
reduce neight,’

e R | F 7 ¥ {3

10,09

10,12

10.13

Y to EWY

R to Yi
RW to Yt
Y to B2
RW to 1t

Y to Rn:

Y to Mt

R to Xn_

Y to Ry
RWto It
!tollm

Mt
Y to R¥:
RWto It
Y to Ris

R to It
Y to RW:
RW to X3
T to Rw:

RWNto It

Vie are reducing our altitude.

Do not go too far from field. I want you tc orbit.
What is your aiditmoe?

About 5 mimutes.

You had betiler come in ‘uickly; we are firing lights you can come

' down to 500 ft.

Reger.

‘Runway n use is O5) if you can come in on thats

We will do our but.

Can you see lights? = ,
Cannot see a thin?} going into soup. fie are at 1600 ft.
Reduse, but keep orbiting, :
Orhitin ﬁ.ohl; orbiti.ng at. 1300 ft now.

You will have to come lonr tnan that. heducs te 000 ft,

We are dropping fast new 1200 ft.
Keep on turning. Tell me each imndred feet as you come down,

1,000 ft., 800 ft., still in soup, 700 ft., 600 ft. We are in the
slear,

Can you see lights.

Not yet. At 500 ft now,

“at /500 ft steer 210., steer 210., steer 210 for 2 minutes.

Do you want us to tum on 20,

Yes

Y te RW:_ Reger. 'e arc over 1ittle lakes of water. Does that help you?

RN to Y
RN to Yt
Y to KWs

RN to It
Y to RN
RNtoIt
Y to RW:
ll‘to!:
T te BN:

Mt X3

RN to It

Yes. Keep going that way; it might help us later,
'-“oPo‘o 999090

Roger. at 300ft, heading on 210, banking over buildings; looks
1ike -ecal mines.

Can you see lights.

Going ﬁp ev.o.'r ridge.

Ridge might be hill. I am trying to avoid; clémb te 700 ft.
Roger. I hope so. nt.afy‘l.ng on 210,

Steer 110, :

Roger 110. Coming up to 700 ft. On no. “Pretty high peak ahead,
thod to right.

Roger. n. are firing lights.. | cu(@ soe us.
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Y to RYs &MO%- CVH _/_I‘A‘: L

WWMM? Turn_port quieklx

1 aw the aireraft for the first time near the South barrier of the camp.

Y to RW: Ve arc banking, tuming to the left. Cannot see runway.
B to X1 Keep over to port. Ye are firing lights.
Y to Ri¥s Ve see lights. Have to came up on 050 for runway.

RW to Yt You are coming down Runwa- now, Wheels down. Keep out to starbeard
¢« tum port quickly.
’

RY to Yt Turn rort now. Keep turming rort new. R

1013 Y to Kiz Fire flares e = —— ———

R to Y: We are firing; try and keep lined up with runway. You are on wroag
ruAvay . o

Y te RN We have found it— keep firing flares towards the end of runway.

— KW to Y: Keep going round; firins lights from end of way, -

Y to RiWs Save our flares; think we can make it.

RW to Yi Me have run out of flares; you are coming in wrong runway - 10\’."‘1@5‘.‘“'
o . too short. You are now across runvay in use. .

Y to s See end of runway now,

— R+toYs— Keex your eye on it, Do you think that you can make it?

Y to RW: Engines cutting. ”

Y to Y: Do not bother with firing of red lights; thay are being fired for
your assistance try and coms in on any runway. Turn sharply port,
try end come !n on runway 230°

Y to Rit Making height and baling out.
ACTION T

Two many flares ere 14t at the down wind end of 05 r\mn\. The Outer
Circle. Leading in Funnel and Foi funnel and flarepath were switched on in the hope
that they would prove of as istance to the pilot in making 'ds approaeh.

On numerous occacions I acked the pilot to make tighter turns but he
could not risk doing that due to the shortage of petrol and the risk of starving the
engines by such action. Jue to the exgeptionally flat tums made by the Pilot, he .
was unable vo line up either with the long runway or any ‘other runvay in order to

_land or pancake with any reasonable degree of safety.

I was not aware that the aireraft had set out from an overseas base and
would not Le f-milhr_vvdth normal codec words used in this country, otherwise I would
not have used certain words such as torbit'! and ‘angels'.

Regardins the remark 'fie have run out of Tlares' made at approximately
10.17 hoursy u» to that time we had fiped O verey 1i hts from the control tower and
the stoek was being replaced. In the meantime we informed the aicraft that Red verey
1ights would be fired not to prevent him coming in but for :is assistance. Ve also
4red six Mortar bombe. Vhen the alrcra™t was aprroaching 05 runwa. , vere: lights
weré fired only from the checuered van at the end of the runway. :
o . 5

The weather at 10,00 h nrl‘ on 29th Mareh according to Fairwood Cemron
Meteorological Office was cloud base 700 feet, visibility 1800 yards.’ I consider tie
cl ud base was 5/10ths at 500 feet., 5/10ths 700 feet, 10/10ths total, ‘as the veather
de' eriorated between 10,00 and 11.00 hours: SRS 52 %
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29th March 1944

The maciine crashed at 10, 2 hours, after four of the -rew had baled out
and lond d safely. Fu 1 crash pro cednre wms instituted at once. The anbulance vas
standing by at <he Control tower and on)éodod at once to the scene of the crash,

/s/ P. B. Graham, F/O

cmnxm TRUE COPY:

; lw(c !L /{/// : — — B x — e

JAES D. [0
1st Lt, AC,

™

=10\ I

Duty Flying Control Offic-r.
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