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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

9 (Brief narrativé®of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevegh repetition)
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LINVESTIGATING OFFICER'S STATHLENT P .

OUn 3 September 1944 at approximately 08:12 hours, Lt. Thompson, wiile land-
ing &t R.A.F., Llanbedr, overshot. The b:::cl;:_t%%i_m_{,g_{mgtion properly caused
the aircraft to run off tWe end of the By mire dpwn in soft ground.

Capt. Tolley, wio 'was co-pilot, made the initial approach ana'Idnding but
Lt. Thompson took over the controls after touchdown,

From the two pilot' statements, it is breught out that everything was nor-
mal ds far as touching ‘down on the first third of the runway was conceérred and that
the failure of the brakes to hold was the direct cause of the airéraft running off
the end of the fPunway, However, the Control Officer on duty states that the air-
craft was observed to come in long and to touch down past the intersection of the
runways. The length of the runway which was in use at the time is 1,540 yards long.
The point of touchdown as stated would be about 770 yards from the end of the run-
way which would leave about 800 yards of rumway to go --- which is slightly downhill,

The Fortress was heavily laden at the time and it is evident that setting down
so late would rejuire a good deal of brake to be used. 3

The position in which the aircraft stopped, both wheels mired down complete-
ly, made it impracticable to investigate the condition of the brakes,

In my opinion, had the aircraft touched down in the one third section of the
runway, theé remaining distance would have been ample to allow the aircraft to slow
down enough to taxi with safety. ° 5 i
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Made normal traffic pattern and co-pilot made proper ny;.z'o?c}x' and lande-
inge Alrplane landed in first third of runwny in uses Airplane slowed dom on own
accord and on the last quarter of runway brekes were applied but braking action
was very weake .'Jimuhc pressure was Q.K. but a very soft brake. The engineer
appiied emergency hand braws in a last effort tut to no avails I tried to swing
plane about with one brake but would not even bezin to turm shire. As a resu
the ship ren off runway into soft earth and buried the rizht landing gear and
number three and four props dug into earthe o one was injured aboard.

: ROHERT H. THOMPSON,
lst Lto’ Jti.'.' COI‘pSo

: t
Ma jor, Alr Corps, p
Operayions OfFficer.
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Wnile flyinz as co-pilot on a B=17=P from Atcham to Llanbedr, we were
unable to stop plane at end of runway. I mede the landing and had a normal ap=-
proasch snd touched the ground at about 90 mepehs and in the first third of the
runway. The pilot then took the controls and let the plane slow up. He aprlied
brakes and they failed to slow the plane up enoughe At the end of the runway he
applied left brake and used outside throttle %o enable plane to turn to left onto
the perimeter strip and egnin the plare's brekes failed to resvond so we could
turne We ran off the end into soft zround and plane stopped and senk into the
80il quite a wayse The tail wheel was still on runwaye We cut all switches and got
out of the plane. There were no injuries.

-

ALFRED P, TOLIEY,

o1 . —_— , Capte , Air Corpse
EMWW | x
by 24 ‘

’
Kajor, Air Corps,
Operationa Officer.
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STATELENT OF DUTY FLYDIG OONTROL OFFICER

Report on Crash of B=17 (N23105) on Sviey, Septe 3, 1944 at RA¥ Llanbedr, lerioneth

At 0300 hours, I tock over watch as Duty Flying Control Officer, being .,
informed that the above mentioned Fortress was due from | 3”.2__ :

03:12 Fortress over aerodrome made circuit and care in to land on Runway 06.

Alreraft left "touch=dovm" extremely late and eventually did touch dovm
alter intersection of runways.

Sveed appeared to be far too great to euable pilot to pull up by the
end of the runway. Every efTort was made but aircraft swmng off neriy cter into séf't
ground on far side of airfield.

/s/ Le Jo R. Payne, P/0
10:45 hours 3 Septe 1244 Duty Plying Control Officer.
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