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Summary 

This document comprises a report for an Archaeological Watching Brief 
undertaken during ground disturbance works necessary for the erection of a single 
storey extension to a previous rear extension on an existing residential annex. 

As part of the planning process, Brecon Beacons National Parks Authority, 
(BBNPA), advised that the proposed work at the site could likely impact on 
archaeological resources. 

As a result, planning permission was approved with conditions, one of which 
required that an archaeological watching brief should be undertaken during any 
ground disturbance works. 

The work undertaken did not disturb any archaeological resources. 

Copyright Notice: 
A.P.A.C. Ltd. retains copyright of this report under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988. 

The Ordnance Survey has granted A.P.A.C. Ltd a Copyright Licence (No. 100046577) to reproduce map information; Copyright remains 
otherwise with the Ordnance Survey. 

Cover Photograph: DSC09984 – site prior to excavation 
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Introduction 

This archaeological watching brief report, has been prepared by MR. A. Phillips, APAC Ltd, for Mr. & Mrs. 
Aspley, (owners), in response to a proposed program of works to erect a single storey extension to an existing 
residential annex at Great Triley East, Llantillio Pertholey, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire NP7 8AT. 

A planning application was submitted and approved by Brecon Beacons National Parks Authority (BBNPA) 
16/13919/FUL, with a number of conditions, one of which required that an archaeological watching brief should be 
maintained during any ground disturbance work. 

Condition 3: 

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, the developer will ensure 
that a written scheme of investigation is submitted and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority and must meet the standards laid down by the Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists in their Standard & Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief. 

The developer will ensure that a suitably qualified archaeological contractor is present 
during the undertaking of any ground works in the development area, so that an 
archaeological watching brief can be maintained.  

The archaeological watching brief will be carried out in accordance with the approved 
written scheme of investigation. 

The Local Planning authority must be informed at least 2 weeks prior to the commencement 
of the development of the name of the archaeological contractor appointed to undertake the 
watching brief.  

A copy of the watching brief report shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority for 
approval. 

Following approval the report will be submitted to the National Park Archaeologist and the 
Local Welsh Archaeological Trust for inclusion in the Regional Historic Environment 
Record (HER). 

BBNPA Notice of decision 16/13919/FUL 

A Written Scheme of Investigation for the archaeological work was drawn up, submitted, and approved in writing 
before any work began, WSI: WB/LPA/17-D2 

Site Location and Description 

The location of the site, Great Triley East, NP7 8AT, is some 4 km north/north east of Abergavenny at the western 
foot of the Ysgyryd Fawr (Big Skirrid), NGR 331454 217606, fig 01.  

On leaving Abergavenny towards Hereford on the A465 bypass, a sign on the left will state Abergavenny, whilst a 
staggered junction to the right will lead directly to Great Triley.  

Take this lane and the first right at a ‘Y’ junction will lead to a parking area for the Triley complex. 

       Geology and Topography 

1:50 000 scale bedrock geology description: Superficial deposits of Till Devensian - Diamicton. BGS. 

1:625 000 scale bedrock geology description: lower Devonian rocks (undifferentiated) Mudstone, Siltstone, and 
Sandstone. From the early Devonian epoch BGS. 
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At the time of the watching brief an area of modern flagstone; patio and path, had been removed to reveal a surface 
deposit of sand and gravel bedding. 

Brief archaeological and historical background 

The general area hosts a great deal of archaeological and historical resources; nearby surroundings have a complex 
of three phases of Iron Age Hillfort (Skirrid), a Roman road route (A465) a Norman Motte (Penyclawdd) as well as 
various small finds spots from various periods. 

The Triley complex itself is in an archaeologically sensitive area; believed to be on the site of, or even incorporating 
a 14th century Manor house, (WSI/WB/LPA/17-D2).   

Bradney relates its history from the 15th c: the manor itself was owned by “David of the chapel” and ap “Gwilym 
Jenkin (Herbert)” of Wern-ddu, during the reign of Henry V.  

He then goes on to list: 

“it was eventually purchased in 1800 from Edward, fifth earl of Oxford by Sir Mark Wood. He or his 
representatives sold the manor with the farms of Triley Fawr and Triley Uchaf about 1820 to Fredrick 
Samuel Secretan of the paragon on Blackheath a London Merchant” 

Sometime during the next decade Fredrick Samuel built a further building for his own residence under the name 
“Arcadia” this became later known as Triley Court. 

After his death in 1837 his sons inherited his estates by indenture. 

“dated 1 and 2 November 1837 sold the farms of Triley Fawr and Triley Uchaf to Crawshay Bailey, 
Senior, these two farms now belong to the trustees of the late Mr Crawshay Bailey. Triley Fawr was the 
manor house and though as an ancient edifice contains little of interest, having been altered to suit 
modern tastes” 

Arcadia (Triley court) was then sold in 1840, to a Mr John Neville who later would sell it to a Mr Thomas Phillips 
Price in 1880.  

(Bradney, pg 202. Vol.1, 2a.1991). 

A HER, (Historic Environment Records) search was requested, 5463, as part of the watching brief, in order to 
provide a backdrop against which to assess any archaeological resources impacted upon. 

The 500m radius search, fig 02, based on the NGR co-ordinates produced a total of two events, both desk-based 
assessments undertaken in 1999 for a proposed pipeline from Llanvetherine to Gilwern, (GGATE002635). 

The search produced six core results; three of these results were find-spots, two Roman (GGAT08126g, 
GGAT08134g) and one medieval, (GGAT08136g).  

Of the other three, one is the possible remains of a Roman, (or possibly earlier) earthwork enclosure; “Pentwyn 
Triley”, thought to have been inhabited during the Romano British period, (GGAT08965g).   

The other two results consist of a post medieval tram road marker, (GGAT03234g) and the post Medieval house of 
“Great Triley”, (GGAT01488g); which is situated within the complex where the watching brief was undertaken.  

Further investigation was undertaken using map progression. 

On the 1839 Tithe map of “Great Triley”, fig 3A, a building plan can be clearly seen, consisting of five buildings; 
highlighted in red, situated off an access road to the west, (Cw) D2203.  

The transcription ID “930” states the homestead land owner as Crawshay Bailey which ties in to the information 
written by Bradney (see above).  

Comparatively, the tithe information and Bradney’s work would suggest that this farmstead was once either, Triley 
Fawr or Triley Uchaf homestead. (see http://cynefin.archiveswales.org.uk). 

http://cynefin.archiveswales.org.uk/
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On the 1839 tithe map, no building is shown in the location of the current work; the present building now called 
Great Triley East had not been built; its location, formerly field 929 is listed in the apportionment as an orchard.  

The 1902 Monmouthshire Ordnance Survey map VI.NE, fig 3B, records the survival of the previously listed 
buildings, the addition of two isolated buildings, highlighted in blue and two extensions, highlighted in green. 

The small blue outlined building at the top and right of a new path, is in the location of Great Triley East to which 
the proposed extension is to be built. 

It would appear that Great Triley East is external to the boundaries of the main complex. 

A further small extension is shown to this building on the 1922 Brecknockshire map, fig 3C, however not much else 
has changed.  

The last map progression, fig 3D, shows the site as it currently stands, the proposed extension is to the north west 
corner of Great Triley East; see inset fig 01.  

There have been major changes to the southern part of the complex, with the removal of three buildings and the 
erection of four new ones; however, this does not impact on the immediate site. 

Aims and Objectives 

The aim of the watching brief was to preserve by record, within the resources available, any archaeological deposits 
uncovered during groundwork. 

The watching brief also ensured that: in the event of archaeological resources of significance, being discovered and 
requiring treatment beyond the remit of the watching brief, that steps would be implemented to ensure that their 
treatment would be undertaken within the standards recommended by the CIFA. 

Watching Brief 

The ground disturbance work was proposed for 19th and 20th April and BBNPA planning were given due notice of 
that intention. 

The work was carried out in good weather conditions. 

The excavation was to be carried out using a mechanical digger fitted with a toothless bucket, however due to the 
mass of services in the proposed excavation area, it was necessary to hand excavate the entire work. 

Initial recording 

A record of the features and stratigraphy exposed during excavation was kept including written notes and 
photographs. 

Measurements were taken regularly using Leica Disto 510, laser measurement device. 

A small finds assemblage was recovered. 

Post Ex 

Following the watching brief, the field notes and photographs were digitised and the results of the work interpreted 
and written up. 

A context record of the stratigraphy is included in Appendix III and an annotated list of the photographs, Appendix 
IV.
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The finds which were washed by hand, dried, identified, photographed and packed in sealed and labelled bags were 
recorded in Appendix V. 

The finds will be returned to Mr & Mrs Aspley. 

Watching Brief Results 

Presentation Notes:  
All contexts are denoted [#] in the text, listed in Appendix III, cross referenced in Appendix IV, to the plates section. 
Photographs used in the text are denoted Pl # and a complete list of photographs can be found in appendix IV with 
contact sheets. 
Finds are denoted {#} in the text, listed in appendix V and cross referenced to appendix III. 
Fig 05 scale drawing is the general context sequence throughout the trenches. 

The proposed work comprised excavation to 750mm of three foundation trenches for the three walls of the 
extension to the existing property, fig 04. 

The works started with the removal of a patio [100] slab with sand base [101], pea gravel [103] and compacted dust 
chippings fill [104] within cut [102], PL01. 

Beneath this relatively recent patio was a stratigraphic sequence of redistributed, dark brown sandy clay [119] 
above a natural deposit of undisturbed, red/brown sandy clay [132], PL02. 

Within the dark brown sandy clay [119] where multiple service cables and pipes most of which appeared to be 
relatively recent. 

Running from the west wall of the current building towards the trench 1: 

Boiler overflow pipe [109] in cut [115] with fill [123] 
Kitchen waste pipe [108] in cut [114] with fill [123] 
Fuel oil pipe [110] in cut [116] with fill 122] 

Running from the west wall of the current building towards the north east corner of trenches 2 & 3: 

Electric cable [111] in cut [117] with fill [121] 

Running along the entire length of trench 1: 

Two blue plastic water pipes [113], [125], within a sand fill [124]  

Running along the exposed northern foundation wall of the existing building: 

Land drain [120] in cut [125] possibly in the land fill [130] of the foundation wall itself. This pipe then 
joins a north-south run at the west corner leading to a brick manhole [134] central to the dig area. 

To the south of trench 1, PL05, and trench 3 PL06, the building stonework [126], [127] and foundations [128], 
[129], [130], [131] were exposed to a depth of 750mm in the layer of red/brown sandy clay [132]. 

Interpretation 

All three trenches were mostly cut through a deposit of disturbed soil derived from various modern service 
installations. 

The amount of buried services actually prevented the intended machine excavation in favour of hand digging. 

The small finds assemblage retrieved showed a date range from 19thc to modern. 

No archaeological resources of any significance were impacted upon. 
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Staff 

Dr. Neil Phillips, MCIFA. 

Mr K. M. Phillips site assistant 

Post ex 
Mr A. O. Phillips. 

Archive: 

The original archive for this project will remain with APAC Ltd. 

A digital copies will be deposited with RCAHMW 

A third copy will be deposited with Gwent Archives which will  include a hard copy of the report

Copies of the report will be sent to the Client, Brecon Beacons National Parks Authority and the HER curated 
by GGAT.

A brief synopsis of the work will be included in the forthcoming edition of the CBA regional journal 
Archaeolgy in Wales.

Acknowledgements: 

Thanks to Mr & Mrs Aspley for providing access to their site and also to their contractors for their efficient 
handling of the excavation work. 
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HER Report 5463. Event Record 
 
 

PRN NAME                                              Event                     Contractor Year NGR 
GGATE002635 Llanvetherine to Gilwern, 

Proposed Pipeline.  
Desk based 
assessment  

Network 
archaeology 

1999 SO355180 

GGATE002635 Llanvetherine to Gilwern, 
Proposed Pipeline.  

Desk based 
assessment 

Network 
archaeology 

1999 SO217150 
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HER Report 5463. Core Record 

 

 

PRN NAME                                              Period                      Site type Status NGR 
GGAT01488g GREAT TRILEY Post-Medieval House  SO31441758 

GGAT03234g Tramroad marker Post-Medieval Stone  SO310177 

GGAT08126g SITE NAME 

UNKNOWN 

Roman Findspot  SO314176 

GGAT08134g SITE NAME 

UNKNOWN 

Roman Findspot  SO313175 

GGAT08136g SITE NAME 

UNKNOWN 

Medieval Findspot  SO318179 

GGAT08965g Pentwyn Triley Unknown enclosure  SO3116017586 
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Site: Great Triley 
East 

Grid Ref: 
331454 217606 

Site No:  
WB/LPA/17 

Alternate No: 
 

 

CONTEXT AREA FEATURE DESCRIPTION FINDS PHOTOGRAPHS 
100  Slabs Patio floor  DSC00002, DSC00004, 

 
101  Fill Sand for patio base  DSC00002, DSC00004, 

DSC09986, DSC09987 
102  Cut Cut for patio in sand   DSC00002, DSC00004, 

 
103  Fill Pea gravel on surface  DSC00001, DSC00002, 

DSC00003, DSC00004, 
DSC00005, DSC09984 
DSC09985, DSC09986, 
DSC09987, DSC09989, 
DSC09990, DSC09991, 
DSC09992, DSC09996, 
DSC09997, DSC09998, 

104  Fill Chippings to compacted dust  DSC00001, DSC00002, 
DSC00003, DSC00004, 
DSC00005, DSC09984, 
DSC09985, DSC09986, 
DSC09987, DSC09989, 
DSC09990, DSC09991, 
DSC09992, DSC09996, 
DSC09997, DSC09998, 

108  Pipe Kitchen waste pipe  DSC00005, DSC09985, 
DSC09986, DSC09987 

109  Pipe Boiler overflow  DSC00005, DSC09985, 
DSC09987 

110  Pipe Oil pipe  DSC00005, DSC09985, 
DSC09987 

111  Mains cable Electric cable  DSC00001, DSC00003, 
DSC00004, DSC09986,  
DSC09987 

113  Pipe Water pipe, blue  DSC00001, DSC00003, 
DSC00004, DSC00005, 
DSC09987, DSC09992, 
DSC09993, DSC09994, 
DSC09995, DSC09996, 
DSC09997, DSC09998, 

114  Cut For kitchen waste pipe  DSC09986, DSC09987 
115  Cut For boiler overflow pipe  DSC09986, DSC09987 
116  Cut For oil pipe  DSC09986, DSC09987 
117  Cut For electric cable  DSC09986, DSC09987 
119  Deposit Dark brown sandy clay 1, 2, 3 DSC00001, DSC00002, 

DSC00003, DSC00004, 
DSC00005, DSC09984, 
DSC09985, DSC09986,  
DSC09987, DSC09988, 
DSC09989, DSC09990, 
DSC09991, DSC09992, 
DSC09993, DSC09996, 
DSC09997, DSC09998, 
DSC09999 

120  Pipe 110mm brown plastic   
121  Fill Back fill for electric cable  DSC00005, DSC09986, 

DSC09987 
122  Fill Back fill for oil pipe  DSC00005, DSC09986, 

DSC09987, 
123  Fill Back fill for kitchen waste and boiler  DSC00005, DSC09986, 

DSC09987 
124  Fill Sand backfill for water cable  DSC09988, DSC09989,  

DSC09990, DSC09991, 
DSC09992, DSC09993, 
DSC09994, DSC09995, 
DSC09996, DSC09997, 
DSC09998, 

125  Cut For water pipe [120]  DSC09993, DSC09995, 
DSC09996, DSC09997, 
DSC09998, 

126 
 
 

 Wall Wall of house, coursed masonry in cement  DSC00005, DSC09987, 
DSC09993, DSC09994, 
DSC09995, DSC09999 
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127  Wall Foundation, blockwork  DSC00005, DSC09984, 

DSC09985, DSC09986, 
DSC09987, DSC09993, 
DSC09994, DSC09995, 
DSC09999 

128  Cut For foundation  DSC00005, DSC09993, 
DSC09994, DSC09995, 
DSC09999 

129 T1 Foundation  Concrete foundation for wall  DSC00005, DSC09993, 
DSC09994, DSC09995 

130   Backfill of wall of house  DSC00005, DSC09986,  
DSC09993, DSC09995, 
DSC09999 

131=128 T3  Concrete foundation for wall  DSC09999 
132  Fill Natural red brown sandy clay  DSC00001, DSC00002, 

DSC00003, DSC00004, 
DSC09988, DSC09989, 
DSC09991, DSC09992, 
DSC09993, DSC09994, 
DSC09996, DSC09997, 
DSC09998, DSC09999 

133  Cut For manhole  DSC00005 
134  Manhole  Brick manhole  DSC00005 
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 A.P.A.C. Ltd                                                                                       Appendix IV      Digital photograph list                           WB/LPA/17 
               

Photo no Date Camera L or P View Description Plate 
DSC09984 19/04/17 SONY - F828 P S Plan of site pre-excavation  
DSC09985 19/04/17 SONY - F828 P S Plan of site pre-excavation 01 
DSC09986 19/04/17 SONY - F828 L S Service pipes 03 
DSC09987 19/04/17 SONY - F828 L S Position of Manhole, [134], cut [133]  
DSC09988 19/04/17 SONY - F828 L W Trench 1, east facing section [119], [124] sand fill, and [132] natural. (sequence)  
DSC09989 19/04/17 SONY - F828 L W Trench 1, east facing section [103], [104], [119], [124] sand fill, and [132] natural. (sequence)  
DSC09990 19/04/17 SONY - F828 L W Trench 1, east facing section [103], [104], [119], [124] sand fill. (sequence)  
DSC09991 19/04/17 SONY - F828 P W Trench 1, east facing section [103], [104], [119], [124] sand fill, and [132] natural.   
DSC09992 19/04/17 SONY - F828 P W Trench 1, east facing section [103], [104], [119], [124] sand fill, and [132] natural. 700ml depth   
DSC09993 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P S Trench 1, north facing terminus. [127] wall of house, cut [126] over [129] foundation, cut [128], backfill [130] depth 700ml  
DSC09994 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P S Trench 1, north facing terminus. [127] wall of house, cut [126] over [129] foundation, cut [128], backfill [130]. (sequence)  
DSC09995 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P S Trench 1, north facing terminus. [127] wall of house, cut [126] over [129] foundation, cut [128], backfill [130]. (sequence) 05 
DSC09996 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P N Trench 1, east facing terminus, trench 2, south facing section, [103], [104], [119], [132] blue water pipes [113] and sand fill [124] running north to south, 

Trench 1 
 

DSC09997 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P N Trench 1, east facing terminus, trench 2, south facing section, [103], [104], [119], [132]. (sequence) 02 
DSC09998 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P N Trench 1, east facing terminus, trench 2, south facing section, [103], [104], [119], [132] blue water pipes [113] and sand fill [124] running north to south, 

Trench 1 
 

DSC09999 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P S Trench 3 north facing terminus.  06 
DSC00001 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P W Trench 2, [104], [119], [132] blue water pipes [113] running north to south, Trench 1  
DSC00002 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P E Trench 2, south facing terminus, trench 3 west facing section [100] patio, [101] sand fill [102] cut. [103] gravel, [104] compacted dust chippings, [119] 

dark brown sandy clay, [132] natural red/brown sandy clay. 
 

DSC00003 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P E Trench 2, south facing terminus  
DSC00004 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P E Trench 2, south facing terminus, trench 3 west facing section, placement of blue water pipes [113], cut [125] and [124].  
DSC00005 20/04/17 SONY - F828 P S Trench 1, Water pipes [113] south to north  04 
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 5 

Find no Area Context Description Period Date 
1  119 1 sherd Staffordshire slipware 

1 sherd stoneware flagon/jug rim with raised decoration 
2 sherds stoneware bottle. 1 rim, 1 base 
1 sherd Pearlware jar rim with blue floral decoration 
1 sherd white china with blue decoration 
1 sherd willow pattern rim 
2 sherds Mochaware rims 

18th 
18th/19th 
 
19th 
 

19/04/17 

Find no Area Context Description Period Date 
2  119 1 clay pipe stem 

1 sherd stoneware base 
1 bone fragment 
1 jaw bone (animal) with approximately 3 intact teeth 

18th/19th  19/04/17 

Find no Area Context Description Period Date 
3  119 1 shard blue glass bottle neck 

1 sherd glazed earthenware 
1 small sherd Creamware handle 
1 sherd white china base with interior blue decoration 
1 sherd willow pattern 
1 sherd hand painted porcelain plate base 
2 sherds Mochaware 
1 sherd white glazed stoneware 
1 sherd white glass rim with decorated ridge. Possibly modern ashtray 

18th? 
18th/19th 
19th  
 
 
 
 
19th/20th  
20th/21st   

19/04/17 
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Find no Area Context Description Period Date 
1  119 1 sherd Staffordshire slipware 

1 sherd stoneware flagon/jug rim with raised decoration 
2 sherds stoneware bottle. 1 rim, 1 base 
1 sherd Pearlware jar rim with blue floral decoration 
1 sherd white china with blue decoration 
1 sherd willow pattern rim 
2 sherds Mochaware rims 

18th 
18th/19th 
 
19th 
 

19/04/17 

 

D
SC

09990

SAMPLE
Check 
Appendix number and Job code.

New template
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Find no Area Context Description Period Date 
2  119 1 clay pipe stem 

1 sherd stoneware base 
1 bone fragment 
1 jaw bone (animal) with approximately 3 intact teeth 

18th/19th  19/04/17 

 

D
SC

09991

SAMPLE
Check 
Appendix number and Job code.

New template
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Find no Area Context Description Period Date 
3  119 1 shard blue glass bottle neck 

1 sherd glazed earthenware 
1 small sherd Creamware handle 
1 sherd white china base with interior blue decoration 
1 sherd willow pattern 
1 sherd hand painted porcelain plate base 
2 sherds Mochaware 
1 sherd white glazed stoneware 
1 sherd white glass rim with decorated ridge. Possibly modern ashtray 

 19
 

  
 
 
 
 
19th/20th  
20th/21st   

19/04/17 

 

D
SC

09992

SAMPLE
Check 
Appendix number and Job code.

New template
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