
 
 

GLAMORGAN GWENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD
ENQUIRY REPORT - CORE RECORDS

 
Enquiry reference number: 5003

Prepared by: Sue Hill, Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust
Produced for: Rowena Hart, Archaeology Wales Ltd

 
The following information has been provided under the terms and conditions of access as detailed on the GGAT HER
Enquiry and Copyright Declaration forms.  Copyright is reserved on all data supplied by the GGAT HER Charitable
Trust. All output resulting from the use of the data must acknowledge the source as follows:-
Derived from information held by the GGAT HER Charitable Trust copyright.

 
If you wish to use information derived from material held by the GGAT HER Charitable Trust for publication in printed
or multimedia form or to compile resources for commercial use (with the exception of grey literature reports), prior
permission must be obtained in writing.

 

Search criteria
 

400m radius centred on NGR SS 76681 90016
 
 

 
 

 PRN  00723w  NAME  CROSS SLAB FROM THE CROFT,
ABERAVON   NGR  SS76338998  COMMUNITY  Aberavon
 TYPE   Early Medieval, Gravestone, RANK: 1
 SUMMARY Part of a probable grave slab with incised cross found at the Croft, near Port Talbot, and now in
the National Museum of Wales. There is a Latin inscription 'The cross of Christ. Geluguin [is buried here]'.

 DESCRIPTION Part of a probable grave slab with incised cross found at the Croft, near Port Talbot; incised
Latin cross with two inscriptions CRU / X/ XPI to right, and GELUGUI[ / N to left (= The cross of Christ.
Geluguin [is buried here]). Probably 8th or 9th century (RCAHMW 1976, 42 no.884) Evans 2003: GGAT 73
Early-Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project database

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Moved DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY: 2004-03-12 00:00:00

 STATUS None recorded  
 CROSS REFERENCES stones corpus G1 

 SOURCES
 Book Redknap, M and Lewis, J M 2007 A corpus of Early medieval inscribed stones and stone sculpture in
Wales. vol 1: South-east Wales and the English border
RCAHMW 1976 An inventory of the Ancient monuments in Glamorgan, I, iii: The Early Christian period
 Evans EM, 2003-04, GGAT 73 Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project

 PRN  00729w  NAME  CHAPEL DEDICATED TO ?ST THOMAS (THE
CROFT)   NGR  SS76338998  COMMUNITY  Aberavon
 TYPE   Medieval, Chapel, RANK: 1
 SUMMARY An EC monument (PRN 723w) and a piscina (now built into St Mary's Port Talbot), found when a
farmstad called The Croft was demolished (OS card SS 78 NE 1).

 DESCRIPTION An EC monument (PRN 723w) and a piscina (now built into St Mary's Port Talbot), found when
a farmstead called The Croft was demolished (OS card SS 78 NE 1). It has been tenatively identified as the site of
a medieval chapel; possible candidate for St Thomas's Chapel which is known to have stood between the Rivers
Neath and Avan (RCAHMW 1982, 268, contra RCAHMW 1976c, 21)). Evans 2003: GGAT 73 Early-Medieval
Ecclesiastical Sites Project database
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  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY: 2004-03-12 00:00:00

 STATUS None recorded  
 CROSS REFERENCES related PRN 00723w GGATE001386

 SOURCES
  Evans, E M 2003 Early Medieval Ecclesiastical sites in Southeast Wales: Desk based assessment 1317
RCAHMW 1976 An inventory of the Ancient monuments in Glamorgan, I, iii: The Early Christian period
Book RCAHMW 1982 An Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Glamorgan
 Evans EM, 2003-04, GGAT 73 Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project

 PRN  01163w  NAME  ST MARY'S CHURCH AT ABERAVON   NGR  SS76309013  COMMUNITY  Aberavon
 TYPE   Medieval, Church, RANK: 1
 SUMMARY Aberavon church is first mentioned in 1254. The present church consists of nave with aisles,
separate chancel, SW tower, S porch, organ chamber and vestry. Nothing remains of the medieval building except
for a reset window. The main part of the present building was constructed in 1858-59 on the site of the old
church, and the N aisle was added in 1898.

 DESCRIPTION Aberavon church is first mentioned in 1254 (Lunt (ed) 1926, 323). It is would appear to be a
pre-Norman site, since an Early Christian monument of Class C (PRN 675w; RCAHMW 1979, 43 no 887) was
found in the churchyard; it is now loose in the tower basement. The medieval dedication to the Virgin is confirmed
by Merrick (1983, 107). The churchyard is quadrangular; the socket stone now in the churchyard is from the town
cross, not the churchyard cross (ex inf Mr Raymond Prees). An ‘old yew tree’ in the churchyard was listed in a
terrier of 1774 (O’Brien 1935, 69). The present church consists of nave with aisles, separate chancel, SW tower, S
porch, organ chamber and vestry. The tower replaces the W bay of the S aisle, and the organ chamber is
partitioned off the E end of the N aisle. A boiler room has been added against the N side of the vestry. It appears
that the earlier church was completely demolished in 1858; the only surviving fragment is the window reset at the
W end of the N aisle. The church is shown on the tithe plan (WGAS P/68/2) as having a W tower and S porch.
Copies of drawings in the NMR show the church as having the chancel narrower than the nave, but under a
continuous roof; the tower had an E-W saddleback roof. Details of the windows show that the E window was
rectangular with two ogee/trefoiled lights and tall recessed panels in the spandrels, and a S window (?in the
tower) also rectangular, with two lights with Tudor heads; the S windows in the nave are shown as having
semicircular heads, like that of the outer door of the porch. There was also a W gallery, accessible only from the
outside. The church was limewashed, and roofed in stone slates (O’Brien 1935, 15). It had been extensively
restored in the second half of the 18th century, having been described in 1766 as ‘very ruinous the Roof and walls
thereof being greatly decayed and in the utmost Danger of ffalling’ (Richards 1956, 27). The main part of the
present building was constructed in 1858-59 by Prichard and Seddon on the site of the old church (O’Brien 1935,
14), and the N aisle was added in 1898 by G E Halliday (Newman 1995, 532). There are indications that the
upper part of the tower was added later, visible externally as a slight change in the masonry, and more clearly
internally; the tower suffered from structural problems and had to be overhauled when the N aisle was built (ex
inf Mr Raymond Prees). A piscina, dated to the 12th century (Richards 1925), was built into the S wall of the
chancel in 1927 (NLW LL/F/11); this originally came with another ECM (PRN 723w; RCAHMW 1976, 42 no 884)
from approximately SS 7633 8998, believed to be the site of a medieval chapel. There is a small early 18th
century communion table in the N aisle, but otherwise all the internal fittings are Victorian or later. Only a few
wall tablets have been retained from the earlier church. There are also two medieval cross slabs in the porch, in
addition to the Early Christian monument noted above, and a well-preserved stone mortar brought from
Llansawel church in the belief that it was a stoup (ex inf Mr Raymond Prees). References: Documentary NLW
LL/F/11, 1927, Faculty: 12th century piscina WGAS P/68/2, 1841, Tithe plan Published Anon, 1859, Miscellaneous
notices - Aberavon, Archaeol Cambrensis, 3 ser 5, 151 Lunt, W E (ed), 1926, The valuation of Norwich. Oxford
Merrick, R, (ed B L James), 1983, Morganiae archaiographia. South Wales Record Society 1 Newman, J, 1995,
The buildings of Wales: Glamorgan, 532 O’Brien, J, 1935, Old St Mary’s Church, Aberavon RCAHMW 1976 An
inventory of the ancient monuments in Glamorgan. Vol i part iii: The Early Christian period Richards, A J, 1925,
Ecclesiastical monuments at Port Talbot, Archaeol Cambrensis 80, 424-8 Richards, G, 1957, Royal briefs for the
restoration of churches in Wales. II: Kings’ briefs issued in favour of churches in Wales, J Historical Soc Church
Wales 7, 25-68 Evans 1998 GGAT 51 Historic Churches Project

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Intact DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY: 2004-03-12 00:00:00

 STATUS listed building 22802 II 
 CROSS REFERENCES - - GGATE001386

 SOURCES
  Evans, E M 2003 Early Medieval Ecclesiastical sites in Southeast Wales: Desk based assessment 1317
Report Evans, E M 1998 Glamorgan Historic Churches Survey: Churches in north-western Glamorgan
 Evans EM, 2003-04, GGAT 73 Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project
EM Evans (1998) GGAT 51/81 Welsh Historic Churches Survey: Glamorgan and Gwent
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 PRN  01435.0m  NAME  Port Talbot Railway   NGR  SS86859086, SS90808910  COMMUNITY  Maesteg
 TYPE   Post-Medieval, Railway, RANK: 1
 SUMMARY Construction on the Port Talbot and Docks Railway, the currently dismantled railway that once
extended from Port Talbot through Maesteg to Pont-y-rhyl, began in 1894 and it was open by 1897 to be merged
with the Great Western Railway by 1992 (Trysor 2011).

 DESCRIPTION Construction on the Port Talbot and Docks Railway, the currently dismantled railway that once
extended from Port Talbot through Maesteg to Pont-y-rhyl, began in 1894 and it was open by 1897 to be merged
with the Great Western Railway by 1992 (Trysor 2011).

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Destroyed DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY: 1998-10-19 00:00:00

 STATUS None recorded  
 CROSS REFERENCES NPRN 523217 GGATE002524

 SOURCES
 Notes Trysor and the Garw Valley Garden History and Heritage Company Ltd Bryn y Wrach and Llangeinor
project: Microsoft Access Database
RCAHMW National Monuments Record
 02/PM Desc Text//Rees DM/1975/Indust Arch of Wales/p252
01/MM Record Card/OS//1977/SS 89 SE19/*
/MM DESC TEXT/REES A/JULY 1986/SWWIAS/THE PORT TALBOT AND DOCK Co/p2;3;5*
01/MM Record Card/OS//1978/SS 89 SE 10/;
map/OS/1876

 PRN  01607w  NAME  EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH   NGR  SS7654090200  COMMUNITY  Aberavon
 TYPE   Post-Medieval, Church, RANK: 1
 SUMMARY Ebenezer Chapel built in 1836, (iron date plaque now set in the SW forecourt wall to the side of the
present chapel), has the appearance of having been rebuilt or refurbished in the late 19th century.

 DESCRIPTION The first Ebenezer Chapel was built in 1836 - its iron date plaque is now set in the SW
forecourt wall to the side of the present chapel, which has the appearance of having been rebuilt or refurbished in
the late 19th century. The chapel forms a group with Aberavon Bridge and both are amongst the few remaining
structures of special interest in the old centre of Aberavon.

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY:

 STATUS listed building 14174 II* 
 CROSS REFERENCES - - 

 SOURCES
 
 

 PRN  01701.0w  NAME  RHONDDA AND SWANSEA BAY RAILWAY   NGR  SS9380098205, SS6767893051,
SS73009637, SS89009684, SS91589864  COMMUNITY  Treherbert
 TYPE   Post-Medieval, railway, RANK: -
 SUMMARY RHONDDA AND SWANSEA BAY RAILWAY Promoted and built during the 1880's to connect the
Rhondda and Afan coalfields with the port of Swansea and opened in stages between 1885 and 1895.

 DESCRIPTION RHONDDA AND SWANSEA BAY RAILWAY The line was promoted during the 1880's to connect
the Rhondda and Afan coalfields with the port of Swansea. It was originally authorised by an act of August 1882
to construct a line between the Taff Vale Railway at Treherbert and Port Talbot and Briton Ferry, including the
3,443 yard Rhondda tunnel between the Rhondda valley and Blaengwynfi. In 1883 powers were obtained to
construct a line between Briton Ferry and Swansea via a tunnel under the mouth of the River Neath, but a traffic
agreement with the Great Western Railway (GWR)led to this being abandoned. However, this agreement was
found to be unsatisfactory and extensions to Swansea and Neath, the former via a swing bridge over the River
Neath, were built under four acts between 1893 and 1898. Services between Aberavon and Cymmer started in
November 1885, extended through the Rhondda tunnel in July 1890. Passenger services to Swansea started in
March 1895. The GWR made an arrangement to work the line from January 1906 as part of its counter to an
attempted incursion into the area by the Barry Railway. Thereafter, parts of th line were closed piecemeal. The
terminus at Swansea Riverside closed in Sepember 1933 with services to Treherbert diverted via the GWR line.
Swansea to Treherbert services were withdrawn in December 1962. The Rhondda tunnel was closed in February
1968, initially temporarily, due to subsidance.

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY:
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 STATUS None recorded  
 CROSS REFERENCES Related PRNs 01701.1w - 01701.11w GGATE002286

 SOURCES
  Barrie, D S M 1980 A Regional History of the Railways of Great Britain. Vol 12: South Wales
 

 PRN  03821w  NAME  PORT TALBOT PARKWAY RAILWAY
STATION   NGR  SS76688962  COMMUNITY  Margam Moors
 TYPE   Post-Medieval, Railway station, RANK: 1
 SUMMARY Port Talbot Parkway railway station, South Wales Passenger Railway, in use 1998

 DESCRIPTION Port Talbot Parkway railway station, South Wales Passenger Railway, in use 1998

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Intact DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY: 1998-08-24 00:00:00

 STATUS None recorded  
 CROSS REFERENCES - - GGATE003549

 SOURCES
 Report (digital) Barrett, D 2011 Land at Port Talbot Parkway, West Glamorgan SA13 1UR 3017
 

 PRN  04291.0w  NAME  PORT TALBOT RAILWAY   NGR  SS78398982  COMMUNITY  Port Talbot
 TYPE   Post-Medieval, Railway, RANK: 1
 SUMMARY Port Talbot railway

 DESCRIPTION Port Talbot railway

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Damaged DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY: 1999-11-01 00:00:00

 STATUS None recorded  
 CROSS REFERENCES - - 

 SOURCES
 
 

 PRN  05220w  NAME  ABERAVON CHURCHYARD   NGR  SS76309013  COMMUNITY  Aberavon
 TYPE   Medieval, Churchyard, RANK: 1
 SUMMARY The churchyard is shown as quadrangular on the tithe map of 1841; it is now cut in two by the
flyover. It is flat.

 DESCRIPTION The churchyard is shown as quadrangular on the tithe map of 1841; it is now cut in two by the
flyover. It is flat. The present boundary at the S and W sides consists of a coursed rubble wall topped by railing
and hedge; at N and E grassed area of churchyard open to pavement. A smaller area in the immediate vicinity of
the church is now enclosed by low coursed rubble wall. The main entrance is in the SW corner and consists of
double gates; path leads round S side of church to S porch, W font and secondary entrance, which takes the form
of double gates on the W side. There is a churchyard cross (PRN 674m). Evans 1998 GGAT 51 Historic Churches
Project

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Not known DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY: 2004-03-12 00:00:00

 STATUS None recorded  
 CROSS REFERENCES related PRN 674m, related PRN 1163w 

 SOURCES
 Report Evans, E M 1998 Glamorgan Historic Churches Survey: Churches in north-western Glamorgan
 Evans EM, 2003-04, GGAT 73 Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites Project

 PRN  05868w  NAME  FORGE ROAD CULVERT   NGR  SS76599005  COMMUNITY  Port Talbot
 TYPE   Post-Medieval, CULVERT, RANK: -
 SUMMARY Culvert running down Forge Road, Neath PortTalbot. Site was visited by Jon Morgan and Judith
Doyle of GGAT in 1986, during bank consolidation work.
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 DESCRIPTION Culvert running down Forge Road, Neath PortTalbot. Site was visited by Jon Morgan and
Judith Doyle of GGAT in 1986, during bank consolidation work. (Source 01). An article from the Swansea
Evening Post suggests the culvert was used to draw water from the River Afan by the copper and iron works at
Velindre for cooling purposes. (Source 02). However a second source suggests that the culvert was associated
with Margam Tinplate works (Source 03).

  CONDITION
 CONDITION: Near Intact DESCRIPTION: - RELATED EVENT: - DATE OF ENTRY: 2007-01-24 00:00:00

 STATUS None recorded  
 CROSS REFERENCES - - 

 SOURCES
 
 06/Record Card/Evans, D. R/GGAT/27/02/1986/Site Visit Record/Copy in further information file.
07/Record Card/Jon Morgan/GGAT/13/03/1986/Site Visit Record/Copy in further information file.
01/Photo/Jon Morgan/GGAT/Copy in further information file.
02/Newspaper/Swansea Evening Post/11/03/1986/Tunnelling back in time/Copy in further information file.
03/Letter/Unknown/Copy in further information file.
04/Record Card/Evans, D. R/GGAT/20/02/1986/Site Visit Record/Copy in further information file.
05/Record Card/Evans, D. R/GGAT/24/02/1986/Site Visit Record/Copy in further information file.

AM - 04.30.15 (10:04) - HTML file produced from GGAT HER, GGAT file number 996. 
Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust, Heathfield House, Heathfield, Swansea, SA1 6EL. 
tel (01792) 655208 , fax (01792) 474696, email her@ggat.org.uk , website www.ggat.org.uk 

Archaeological data, from the Regional Historic Environment Record, supplied by The Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust in partnership with Local
Authorities, Cadw and the partners of ENDEX GGAT, 2010.
 
 

 
 

http://www.herwales.co.uk/her/temp/prev.htm?prm=0.8461434397869093

5 of 5 30/04/2015 10:42


