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This report results from a watching brief undertaken by Archaeology Wales Ltd (AW) 
for National Resources Wales/Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru during sea defence 
improvements at Portland Grounds, on the Caldicot Levels, Monmouthshire. The 
extent of the improvement work covers approximately 2000m between NGR ST 
438848 and ST 454858. 

The site lies within the Wentlooge Levels which is part of the Gwent Levels. This area 
is designated as an Outstanding Historic Landscape (HLW (Gt) 2). The area 
represents the largest and most significant example of a man made landscape in 
Wales. The Levels represent a landscape inundated by, and reclaimed from the sea 
for at least the last two thousand years. The area has distinctive drainage systems 
devised over successive periods of use. The Levels have proven and the potential for 
extensive, well-preserved, buried, waterlogged, archaeological and 
palaeoenvironmental deposits surviving from earlier landscapes (Cadw and ICOMOS 
1998, GGAT 2005, GGAT 2013).

A total of seven trenches were opened along the length of the sea defence.. No 
archaeological features, finds or deposits were recovered during the groundworks.  

The archaeological watching brief conformed to the standards and guidance set by 
the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. 







Chartered Institute for Archaeologists



The Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens 
of Special Historic Interest in Wales. Part 2.1: Register of Landscapes of 

 Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales. 

Rumney Great Wharf II, Cardiff: archaeological watching brief, 
Interim report

Portland Grounds, Caldicot, Monmouth: an Archaeological 
Desk-Based Assessment

The Gwent 
County History: Volume 1 Gwent in Prehistory and Early History

Studia Celtica

Human bone
Studia Celtica

Rumney Great Wharf II, Cardiff: archaeological watching brief, 
Interim report

Tabb’s Gout, Rhymney Great Wharf, Cardiff/Newport: an 
 Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment
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SPECIFICATION FOR AN

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

AT

Portland Grounds, Caldicot, Monmouthshire

Prepared for: 

Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales 

19 March 2014



Summary



Summary
This Specification details the methodology for an archaeological watching brief to be 
undertaken during groundwork associated with the sea defence improvements at 
Portland Grounds, on the Caldicot Levels, Monmouthshire. The extent of the 
improvement work is approximately 2000m between NGR ST 438848 and ST 
454858.
The watching brief was recommended as suitable mitigation following a 
comprehensive Desk-Based Assessment (GGAT 2013). Other mitigation proposed 
by the DBA was for the provision of archaeological ‘Tool-Box Talks’ to be provided 
for non-archaeological personnel on site. 

This Specification document has been prepared by Rowena Hart (Project Manager) 
of Archaeology Wales Limited for Alexander Scorey Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural 
Resources Wales. 



The Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologist’s Standard and Guidance For Archaeological Watching 
Briefs





Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs

Standard and Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research 
of archaeological materials



The Treasure Act 1996

Guidelines for Environmental 
Archaeology

in situ
in situ

Excavation and Post-Excavation 
Treatment of Cremated and Inhumed Human Remains: Technical Paper Number 13

Artefact type Specialist

Flint Dr Amelia Pannett (Archaeology Wales) 

Animal bone Jen Kitch (Oxford Archaeology) 

CBM, heat affected clay, 
Daub etc. 

Rachael Hall (APS)

Clay pipe Hilary Major (Freelance) 

Glass Rowena Hart (Archaeology Wales) 

Cremated and non- Malin Holst (University of York) 



cremated human bone 

Metalwork Kevin Leahy (University of Leicester) 

Metal work and 
metallurgical residues 

Dr Tim Young (GeoArch) 

Neo/BA pottery Dr Alex Gibson (Bradford University) 

IA/Roman pottery Jane Timby (Freelance) 

Roman Pottery Rowena Hart (Archaeology Wales) 

Post Roman pottery Stephen Clarke (Monmouthshire Archaeology) 

Charcoal (wood ID) John Carrot (Freelance) 

Waterlogged wood Nigel Nayling (University of Wales – Lampeter) 

Molluscs and pollen Dr James Rackham 

Charred and waterlogged 
plant remains 

Wendy Carruthers (Freelance) 

Management of Archaeological Projects

Archaeological Archives: a guide to best practice in creation, compilation, transfer 
and curation (2007



National
Monuments Record Regional HER

Management of Archaeological Projects



The Management of Health and 
Safety Regulations 

Health and Safety in Field Archaeology (2002)



Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists

Code of Conduct Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of 
Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology Standard and Guidance for 
archaeological watching briefs

Arbitration
Scheme for the Institute for Archaeologists



The Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens 
of Special Historic Interest in Wales. Part 2.1: Register of Landscapes of 
Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales. 

Rumney Great Wharf II, Cardiff: archaeological watching brief, Interim 
report

Portland Grounds, Caldicot, Monmouth: an Archaeological Desk-
Based Assessment

The Gwent County 
History: Volume 1 Gwent in Prehistory and Early History

Studia Celtica

Human bone
Studia Celtica
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