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House Street and St. Mary’s Street.  It was added to the statutory list of buildings of 

“Facade facing W of two storeys (plus attic), five bays. Stucco with some bathstone 

simplified treatment.”
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 The former Custom House is a grade II listed building, dating to the mid-19th century. The 

former York Hotel PH, which until recently adjoined the listed building, dates to the late 19th 

century, but is not statutorily listed or formally identified by Cardiff Council as a Local Historic 

Asset. The Site is located in close proximity to the St. Mary Conservation Area Accordingly, 

there is a statutory duty to have special regard to the desirability of preserving the listed 

building, or its setting, or any features of special architectural or historic interest which it 

possesses. There is no statutory duty regarding the setting of a conservation area. (Heritage 

Impact Statement, May 2017, BART3001) 

 
1.2 Shear Design have been commissioned to undertake a visual inspection and production of 

associated report with reference to assisting with discharge of listed building consent, LPA 

Ref 17/01907/MJR; conditions 3 and 6. And should be read in conjunction with all project 

relevant Architectural and Planning documents and drawings; in particular the Heritage 

Impact Statement, May 2017, Ref BART3001. 

 

1.3 The structure of the building is formed of a pseudo construction due to previous 

developments. The structure is a combination of steel frame and loadbearing masonry, with 

the façade retained. 

 

1.4 The inspection undertaken on 13th April 2018 and was a visual inspection with some localised 

finishes removed, but no intrusive investigations were carried out during this inspection. A 

selection of Photographs are included in Appendix i 

 

1.5 Guidance from the following publications have been utilised in the preparation of this report; 

  “Appraisal of Existing Structures – by Institution of Structural Engineers” 

 

1.6 We have not inspected all areas of the building or other parts of the structure which are 

covered, unexposed or inaccessible and we are therefore unable to report that any such part 

is free from defect. Foundations were not inspected. We cannot be held responsible for 

unforeseen conditions which may exist that are covered. Conditions may exist beneath the 

structure that are not detectable from our visual inspection. 
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1.7 This report is personal to Leom LLP, is confidential and non-assignable unless noted 

otherwise in the Appointment Documents. Shear Design accepts no liability for losses 

suffered by any third parties as a result of reliance on this report. 
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2.0 OBSERVATIONS 

 

2.1 Comments below pertain to the internal of the building but are in reference to the elevation 

below. 

      

                Eastern Phase 

 

 

 

2.2 Eastern Phase 

 

2.2.1 Within the eastern aspect of the building, the floor construction is formed of precast concrete 

planks, though not able to validate if hollow or solid. (Please refer to Photograph 01).  

 

2.2.2 Beams supporting the planks are either reinforced concrete beams, or more likely to be 

structural steelwork encased in concrete, when consideration is given to the slender form of 

the beam. (Please refer to Photograph 02) 

 

2.2.3 Masonry (Blockwork and Brickwork) walls within this phase form non-load bearing elements. 

(Please refer to Photographs 03 and 04) 

 

2.3. Within the remaining areas of the building the floor construction is formed of composite metal 

decking. (Please refer to Photograph 05). 

 

 



 
VISUAL INSPECTION                                  21ST MAY 2018        
AT CUSTOM HOUSE, CARDIFF 
 
 
 

 

 

2.4 The decking is supported off existing masonry walls and new steel beams. (Please refer to 

Photographs 06 and 07). 

 

2.5 Where decking is supported off existing masonry walls, an angle is provide to support the 

decking, which is fixed to the masonry wall. (Please refer to Photograph 08). 

 

2.6 The steel beams are supported off both load bearing walls, via insitu concrete padstones and 

steelwork columns. (Please refer to Photographs 09 and 10). 

 

2.7 Internal/Buttressing walls are formed of existing stonework/brickwork and patch repaired with 

new brickwork and blockwork. (Please refer to Photographs 11 and 12).  

 

2.8 The front façade is formed of existing stonework/brickwork and as internal walls is patch 

repaired with new brickwork and blockwork. (Please refer to Photographs 13 and 14). The 

patch repairs are more prevalent above and around the window openings. (Please refer to 

Photograph 15). 

 

2.9 The patch repairs to the front façade is carried up through the floor levels.  

 

2.10 To support the steelwork forming the mansard at third floor, a concrete ring beam has been 

cast to the perimeter of the building. To facilitate this, further patch repairs to the masonry 

have been undertaken. 

 

2.11 Due to the provision of the concrete ring beam, the parapet has been built of the ring beam. 

(Please refer to Photograph 16). 
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3.0 CONCLUSIONS 

 

3.1 The eastern phase of the building is constructed wholly of modern construction materials. 

 

3.2 With reference to all the remaining areas of the building inspected, modern floors are supported 

of existing and new modern forms of construction. 

 

3.3 To facilitate the provision of the concrete ring beam and adjustments around openings, 

significant patch repairs have been made to the existing walls utilising modern masonry 

materials. 

 

3.4 It is difficult to quantify the ratio of existing masonry, modern masonry and insutu concrete (ring 

beam and padstones). However, the combination of modern masonry and insitu concrete is 

substantial as a percentage. 
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