
	
	

	
	

	
	
	

MV	“KING	EDGAR”	
LOST	2	MARCH	1945	

	
	

PROJECT	OVERVIEW	
	
The	Nautilus	Group	(Nautilus)	is	the	research	arm	of	a	joint	venture	aimed	at	salvaging	the	
cargoes	of	sunken	World	War	1	and	World	War	2	cargo	ships.	
	
Nautilus	 holds	 a	 research	 database	 of	 potential	 targets,	 and	 within	 the	 group,	 different	
teams	handle	database	management,	 target	due	diligence,	 licensing,	 legal	and	commercial	
matters	on	behalf	of	CORAL,	making	Nautilus	an	all-inclusive	research	outfit.	
	
The	 Nautilus	 Group	 is	 in	 a	 joint	 venture	 with	 Ardent,	 a	 company	 recently	 formed	 of	 the	
merger	of	Svitzer	Salvage	BV	and	Titan	Salvage.	Ardent	is	a	global	marine	network,	offering	
services	 in	 risk	mitigation,	emergency	response,	wreck	removal,	offshore	decommissioning	
and	underwater	services.	Put	simply,	 the	business	of	marine	salvage	has	never	before	had	
such	an	experienced,	comprehensive	and	well-equipped	partner.	
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HISTORY	
	
The	King	Edgar	was	a	cargo	ship	weighing	4536	gross	tons.	It	was	built	by	Harland	&	Wolff	in	
1927	for	Philipps,	Philipps	&	Co	-	King	Line,	who	owned	it	at	the	date	of	sinking.	
	
The	King	Edgar	was	one	of	40	ships	built	by	Harland	&	Wolff	in	1927,	of	which	11	were	cargo	
ships.	It	was	powered	by	a	diesel	engine	powering	a	single	shaft	and	single	screw.	Harland	&	
Wolff	 had	 a	 huge	 output	 and	 from	 the	 turn	 of	 the	 last	 century	were	 regularly	making	 in	
excess	of	100,000	gross	tons	of	ships	every	year.	During	the	Second	World	War,	169	Harland	
&	Wolff	ships	were	sunk,	106	of	which	were	cargo	ships.	
	
King	 Line	was	 founded	 in	1899.	 It	 lost	 a	 total	of	12	 ships	during	Second	World	War,	 all	 of	
which	were	cargo	ships	.	Of	these,	5	were	built	by	Harland	&	Wolff,	(King	Edwin,	King	John,	
King	 Lud	 and	King	Malcolm	being	 the	other	 4).	 Between	1925	 and	1958,	Harland	&	Wolff	
built	a	total	of	17	ships	for	King	Line,	all	of	them	cargo	ships.	
	
The	 King	 Edgar	 was	 on	 route	 from	 Victoria	 (British	 Columbia)	 and	 Halifax,	 Canada	 to	
Swansea	Bay	and	London	sailing	in	convoy	SC-167	when,	on	2	March	1945,	it	was	torpedoed	
by	 German	 submarine	 U-1302,	 which	 was	 commanded	 by	 Wolfgang	 Herwartz.	 2	
crewmembers	and	2	gunners	were	lost	and	the	master,	32	crew	and	9	gunners	that	survived	
were	picked	up	by	HMS	Nyasaland	and	landed	at	Milton	Haven.	The	King	Edgar	was	taken	in	
tow	but	sank	later.	The	Norfolk	Coast	was	also	sunk	in	the	same	attack	and	the	U-boat	that	
carried	 out	 the	 attack	 was	 itself	 sunk	 5	 days	 later	 in	 the	 St	 George’s	 Channel	 by	 depth	
charges.	All	48	aboard	were	lost.	
	
The	King	Edgar	was	carrying	a	cargo	of	1667	standard	 lumber	 logs,	2038	 tons	of	plywood,	
250	tons	of	lead	and	250	tons	of	zinc	spelter.	The	metals	are	both	non-ferrous	and	as	such	
will	survive	today	with	fairly	minimal	corrosion	and	are	the	focus	of	our	salvage	operation.	
Precise	 details	 of	 how	 we	 plan	 on	 removing	 the	 cargo	 will	 follow	 in	 the	 section	 on	
methodology.	
	
The	precise	location	of	the	wreck	is	known	as	it	was	located	by	the	HMS	Bulldog	on	13	June	
1980.	HMS	Bulldog	located	the	King	Edgar	at	51°53,124'N	05°35,928'W	(the	Work	Site)	using	
HI-FIX	 Parabolic	 scanning,	 which	 has	 an	 accuracy	 of	 25m.	 A	 salvage	 contract	 was	 initially	
handed	to	Risdon	Beazley	in	1971,	although	he	never	actually	salvaged	the	wreck	and	to	our	
knowledge	the	wreck	has	not	been	salvaged	since.	
	
The	King	Edgar	 is	not	a	protected	wreck	under	sections	1	or	2	of	the	Protection	of	Wrecks	
Act	1973,	or	the	Protection	of	Military	Remains	Act	1986.	Further,	it	is	not	protected	under	
the	UNESCO	Convention	on	the	Protection	of	the	Underwater	Cultural	Heritage.		
	
	
	
	
	



	
QUICK	REFERENCE	CHART	
	
Ship	Name	 MV	King	Edgar	
Date	Built	 1927	
Date	of	Sinking	 1945	
Owner	at	Time	of	Sinking	 Philipps,	Philipps	&	Co	-	King	Line	
Ship	Type	 Cargo	
Ship	Weight	 4536	gross	tons	
Engine	Type	 Diesel,	single	shaft,	single	screw	
Journey	when	Sunk	 Canada	to	Swansea	and	London	
Lives	Lost	 4	
Cargo	 Zinc	spelter,	lead,	lumber	logs	and	ply	wood	
Location	 51°53,124'N		05°35,928'W	
Number	of	Ships	Built	by	H&W	in	1927	 40	
Number	of	Cargo	Ships	Built	by	H&W	in	
1927	

11	

Number	of	H&W	Ships	Lost	in	WWII	 169	
Number	of	H&W	Cargo	Ships	Lost	in	WWII	 106	
Number	of	Ships	Lost	by	King	Line	in	WWII	 12	
Number	of	H&W	Ships	Owned	by	King	Line	 17	
Number	of	H&W	Ships	Lost	by	King	Line	in	
WWII	

5	

	
	
	
	
	
SUPPORTING	DOCUMENTS		
	
The	following	supporting	documents	for	all	the	above	information	can	be	found	in	Appendix	
1:	
	

1. List	of	ships	built	by	H&W	in	1927	(pages	12-13);	
2. List	of	H&W	ships	owned	by	King	Line	(page	13);	
3. List	of	H&W	ships	lost	(pages	14-31);	
4. Protection	of	Military	Remains	Act	1986	(pages	32-37)	
5. Protection	of	Wrecks	Act	1973,	sections	1	and	2	(pages	38-46);	
6. Screenshot	of	wrecksite.eu	information	(page	47);	and	
7. Screenshot	of	uboat.net	information	(page	48).	

	
	
	



APPENDIX	1	–	HISTORICAL	DOCUMENTS	
	
List	of	Ships	Built	by	Harland	and	Wolff	Ltd	in	1927.		
	
This	list	is	part	of	a	comprehensive	list	of	all	ships	built	by	Harland	and	Wolff	found	on	
Wikipedia	at	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ships_built_by_Harland_and_Wolff#1920s,		
which	itself	cites	the	following	references:	
	
1. Passenger	lists	and	Emigrant	ships	from	Norway-Heritage	–	Shipyard:	Harland	&	Wolff	
2. Experience	of	a	UK	Shipyard	in	the	1990s	Offshore	Market,	J.	MacGregor,	RINA,	W272,	

2001	
3. Dunn,	Lawrence	(1964).	Famous	Liners	of	the	Past	Belfast	Built.	London:	Adlard	Coles.	
4. McCluskie,	Tom	(2013).	The	Rise	and	Fall	of	Harland	and	Wolff.	Stroud:	The	History	

Press.	ISBN	978	0	7524	8861	5.	
5. Moss,	Michael;	Hume,	John	R	(1986).	Shipbuilders	to	the	World.	Belfast:	Blackstaff	

Press.	pp.	507–565.	ISBN	0	85640	343	1.	
	
Cargo	ships	have	been	highlighted.	

	
• MV	Apapa,	passenger	ship	for	Elder	Dempster,	launched	26	August	1926,	completed	28	

January	1927,	bombed	and	sunk	15	November	1940	
• RMS	Alcantara,	passenger	ship	for	Royal	Mail	Line,	launched	1927,	completed	18	

February	1927,	scrapped	1958	
• SS	Sin	Kheng	Seng,	coaster	for	McKie	&	Baxter	Ltd,	completed	2	April	1927	
• SS	Encina,	lighter	for	Argentine	Navigation	Co,	completed	9	May	1927	
• SS	Enea,	lighter	for	Argentine	Navigation	Co,	completed	24	May	1927	
• SS	Paua,	oil	tanker	for	Nederland	Stoomboot	Co,	completed	9	June	1927	
• SS	Lagunilla,	oil	tanker	for	Lago	Shipping	Co,	completed	16	June	1927	
• SS	Icotea,	oil	tanker	for	Lago	Shipping	Co,	completed	17	June	1927	
• SS	La	Salina,	oil	tanker	for	Lago	Shipping	Co,	completed	28	June	1927	
• SS	Minmi,	coaster	for	J&A	Brown	Ltd,	completed	30	June	1927	
• SS	Erata,	lighter	for	Argentine	Navigation	Co,	completed	5	July	1927	
• SS	Erica,	lighter	for	Argentine	Navigation	Co,	completed	5	July	1927	
• La	Falaise,	yacht	for	Mr	James	Allen,	completed	13	July	1927	
• SS	Berta,	oil	tanker	for	Anglo	Saxon	Petroleum	Co,	completed	14	July	1927	
• London	Mammoth,	crane	pontoon	for	the	Port	of	London	Authority,	completed	16	July	

1927	
• SS	San	Carlos,	oil	tanker	for	Lago	Shipping	Co,	completed	29	July	1927	
• SS	Grantleyhall,	cargo	ship	for	West	Hartlepool	Steamship	Co,	completed	16	August	

1927	
• SS	Dunkwa,	cargo	ship	for	Elder	Dempster,	completed	24	August	1927	
• SS	Brigida,	oil	tanker	for	Anglo	Saxon	Petroleum	Co,	completed	30	August	1927	
• SS	Agatha,	oil	tanker	for	Nederland	Stoomboot	Co,	completed	8	September	1927	
• SS	Eddystone,	coaster	for	Clyde	Shipping	Co,	completed	15	September	1927	
• SS	Oranjestad,	oil	tanker	for	Bank	Line,	completed	23	September	1927	
• SS	Sabaneta,	oil	tanker	for	Bank	Line,	completed	30	September	1927	



• SS	Petronella,	oil	tanker	for	Nederland	Stoomboot	Co,	completed	11	October	1927	
• SS	Lahji,	tug	for	P&O,	completed	16	October	1927	
• SS	Palacio,	cargo	ship	for	MacAndrews	&	Co,	completed	19	October	1927	
• SS	Dixcove,	cargo	ship	for	Elder	Dempster,	completed	21	October	1927	
• SS	Kheti,	cargo	ship	for	James	Moss	Ltd,	completed	25	October	1927	
• SS	Laurentic,	passenger	ship	for	White	Star	Line,	launched	16	June	1927,	completed	1	

November	1927,	maiden	voyage	12	November	1927,	torpedoed	and	sunk	3	November	
1940	

• SS	Uganda,	cargo	ship	for	MacLay	&	MacIntyre	Ltd,	completed	4	November	1927	
• SS	Paula,	oil	tanker	for	Nederland	Stoomboot	Co,	completed	22	November	1927	
• SS	Zahra,	oil	tanker	for	Vacuum	Oil	Co,	completed	22	November	1927	
• SS	Iguazu,	passenger	ship	for	Argentine	Navigation	Co,	26	November	1927	
• Sefwi,	barge	for	Elder	Dempster,	completed	29	November	1927	
• Wala,	barge	for	Elder	Dempster,	completed	29	November	1927	
• SS	King	Edgar,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	30	November	1927	
• SS	Pelayo,	cargo	ship	for	MacAndrews	&	Co,	completed	1	December	1927	
• SS	Daru,	cargo	ship	for	Elder	Dempster,	completed	20	December	1927	
• SS	King	Edwin,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	20	December	1927	
• SS	Pacheco,	cargo	ship	for	MacAndrews	&	Co,	completed	22	December	1927	
	
List	of	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	built	for	the	King	Line	(picked	from	the	same	Wikipedia	
article)	
	
• SS	King	James,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	28	November	1925	
• SS	King	Malcolm,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	29	December	1925	
• SS	King	Edgar,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	30	November	1927	
• SS	King	Edwin,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	20	December	1927	
• SS	King	Egbert,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	17	January	1928	
• SS	King	John,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	16	February	1928	
• SS	King	Lud,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	15	March	1928	
• SS	King	Neptune,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	17	April	1928	
• SS	King	Arthur,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	17	May	1928	
• SS	King	William,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	19	May	1928	
• SS	King	Stephen,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	14	June	1928	
• SS	King	Malcolm,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	29	February	1952	
• SS	King	Alexander,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	6	May	1952	
• SS	King	Arthur,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	19	March	1953	
• SS	King	Charles,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	25	June	1957	
• SS	King	George,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	19	December	1957	
• SS	King	Henry,	cargo	ship	for	King	Line,	completed	5	December	1958	
	 	



The	following	are	screen	shots	from	the	comprehensive	shipwreck	website	Wrecksite.eu,	
listing	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	that	have	ever	been	lost	alphabetically,	including	those	in	
the	World	Wars.	
	

	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	1	of	18	
	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	2	of	18	
	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	3	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	4	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	5	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	6	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	7	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	8	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	9	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	10	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	11	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	12	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	13	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	14	of	18	
	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	15	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	16	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	17	of	18	
	 	



	
	
List	of	all	Harland	and	Wolff	ships	lost	–	18	of	18	
	


