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Summary
An archaeological evaluation was carried out on land adjacent to Kensington Park, Magor, Monmouthshire. The work was carried out in order to inform the Monmouthshire Local Plan Inquiry and followed a desk based archaeological assessment of the site (Nichols 2004). 

The evaluation established the presence of archaeological features in seven of the 11 trenches excavated, Trenches 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8 and 11. The features recorded consisted of six undated linear features, one post-medieval and one undated post hole, two field drains, a tree bole, an irregular ovoid feature and three quarry pits. Four of the linear features were either aligned with, or at right angles to, the existing field boundaries and may have formed part of a former field system. The two remaining linear features may have predated the medieval field system, but due to the lack of dating evidence they can only be interpreted as gullies or ditches of uncertain date. Despite the positioning of trenches in areas identified in the desk based assessment as containing possible ridge and furrow and a possible enclosure no evidence was found for these features.

The archaeological deposits identified during the evaluation were not considered to be of sufficient significance to affect the Local Plan Inquiry, and, in principle, there are considered to be insufficient archaeological grounds to oppose development on the site. 

1
Introduction
1.1
Between the 5th and 11th November 2004 an archaeological evaluation was carried out by Gloucestershire County Council Archaeology Service on land adjacent to Kensington Park, Magor, Monmouthshire (OS NGR ST 41945 87031). The evaluation was carried out in order to inform the Monmouthshire Local Plan Inquiry regarding the potential archaeological issues on the site. The work was commissioned by Mark Slater of Bovis Homes Ltd.

1.2
The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a project specification (Vallender 2004), which was discussed and agreed with Neil Maylan, the Senior Development Control Officer at Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust, in advance of the work commencing. The work was also in accordance with Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations produced by the Institute of Field Archaeology (IFA 2001). 

1.3
Thanks are due to: Jo Vallender (Senior Project Officer) for supervising the evaluation; Neil Maylan of Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust; Neil Wright and Julian Newman for assistance on site; Jane Timby for identifying the pottery; and Mark Slater of Bovis Homes Ltd for commissioning the work.

2
Site location (Fig 1)

Magor is located in Monmouthshire, c.11km east of Newport and on the southern side of the M4 motorway. The site is on the western side of the developed area of Magor, bounded to the north-west by Green Moor Lane, to the north-east by Kensington Park housing development and to the south by the Bristol to Swansea main railway line. The study area is centred on OS NGR ST 41945 87031 at a height of 8m to 14m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD). The site is geologically located on Second Terrace Gravel Drift deposits overlying Tintern Sandstone deposits of the Upper Old Red Sandstone Group. The area to the immediate south of the site lies on Estuarine Alluvium deposits (OS 1981). 

3
Background information
3.1
The area of the proposed evaluation was recently subject to a desk based archaeological assessment (Nichols 2004), which should be read in conjunction with this report. The assessment established that there is the potential for archaeological deposits within the study area. 

3.2
Prehistoric and Romano-British activity is known from the vicinity and pottery finds of this date have been made to the immediate south of the site. The site appears to have been utilised as agricultural land during the medieval period. Evidence for probable ridge and furrow cultivation was visible within part of the study area and the remnants of a medieval open field system are visible within the landscape around the site. Given that the majority of the site appears to have been agricultural land during the medieval and post-medieval periods, the preservation of any deposits of an earlier date was deemed to be good. However, at least part of the site has been used for quarrying, and any archaeological deposits, which may have been present in these areas are likely to have been adversely effected by these processes. 

3.3
A site visit and the study of aerial photographs carried out as part of the desk based assessment established the potential for the survival of both above and below ground features. Of particular interest are the possible remains of ridge and furrow cultivation in the north of the site, which also have the potential to have preserved earlier remains below the ridges. Additionally the assessment identified a possible sub-rectangular feature, visible on an aerial photograph. 

4
Methodology
4.1
The project design stated that a total of 450m of linear trench would be excavated using a mechanical excavator equipped with a 6ft ditching bucket. The area excavated totalling c.4% of the site. Eleven trenches, each measuring between 25m and 50m, were proposed. 

4.2
The evaluation trenches were designed to target the possible features identified during the assessment and to provide trench coverage across the remainder of the site. However, it was anticipated that the quarried area in the south would have destroyed any archaeological deposits, and minimal trenching was proposed in this area. 

4.3
A topographical survey of the site was carried out by Bovis Homes prior to the evaluation in order to further enhance the knowledge of the above ground features and enable a more accurate placement of trenches across the site.

5
Results of the evaluation 
5.1
Eleven trenches were excavated within the evaluation area (Fig 2), using a mechanical excavator equipped with a toothless ditching bucket. A total of 455.15m of linear trench, 1.8m in width, was excavated (an area of 819.27m2). The trenches were located to target possible features identified during the desk based assessment and to give as good a coverage as possible of the site. Areas of known quarrying were largely avoided and trench placement was restricted by the presence of live electric and water services on the site. The results of the evaluation are outlined below. Cut numbers are shown in square brackets [] and other context numbers are shown in rounded brackets (). The finds retrieved from the evaluation were washed and quantified and an assessment was carried out on the pottery (6, below). The site archive is presently stored at Shire Hall, Gloucester, under the site code MAG 04, but it is intended that it will eventually be deposited the appropriate recipient museum.

5.2
Trench 1 (Fig 3)

5.2.1
Trench 1 was located on the north-western edge of the evaluation area in an area containing possible evidence of ridge and furrow cultivation. The trench was orientated north-east to south-west and measured 60.45m in length by 1.8m in width. The trench was excavated to a depth of between 0.34m and 0.93m below ground level. Recording of the trench was hampered by the high level of the water table in this area. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 1 was as follows:- 

5.2.2
The earliest deposit was a natural mid orange-brown slightly sandy clay containing small pebbles and manganese flecks (102), at a depth of between 0.34m and 0.55m below ground level. The natural was cut by three linear features, which are outlined below.

5.2.3
A linear feature [103], measuring at least 12m in length and orientated approximately north-east to south-west, was recorded at the north-eastern end of the trench. The feature measured up to 0.7m in width and at least 0.24m in depth. A slot was excavated through the feature, but the base of the cut was not established due to the level of the water table. The fill of feature [103] was a mid grey silty clay with occasional orange patches (104), from which no finds were retrieved. The feature was interpreted as a gully of uncertain date and function. 

5.2.4
A linear feature [105], measuring at least 7m in length by 0.6m in width and orientated approximately north-east to south-west, was recorded in the central part of the trench. A slot was excavated through the feature and established a depth of up to 0.25m. The fill of feature [105] was a dark grey-brown silty clay with occasional small pebbles (106), from which no finds were retrieved. The feature was very similar in nature to gully [103] and it may have been a continuation of the same feature. Feature [105] was interpreted as a gully of uncertain date and function. 

5.2.5
A linear feature [107], measuring at least 1.8m in length and orientated north-west to south-east, was recorded at a distance of 34m from the north-eastern end of the trench. The feature measured up to 0.8m in width and up to 0.16m in depth. The fill of feature [107] was a mid orange-brown silty clay with occasional small pebbles (108), from which no finds were retrieved. The feature was interpreted as the base of a heavily truncated ditch or gully of uncertain date and function, although, given that the feature was at a right angle to the existing field boundary, it is possible that it formed part of a former north-west to south-east orientated field boundary.

5.2.6
Above the features was a mid orange-brown silty clay ploughsoil (101), measuring between 0.25m and 0.4m in depth. The upper layer in Trench 1 was a mid to dark grey-brown silty clay topsoil (100), measuring between 0.2m and 0.3m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 13.79m and 14.15m AOD. 

5.3
Trench 2 (Fig 4)

5.3.1
Trench 2 was located in the western corner of the evaluation area and was orientated north-west to south-east. The trench measured 25m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.48m and 0.67m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 2 was as follows:- 

5.3.2
The earliest deposit was a mix of natural mid orange-brown mottled clayey sand containing small pebbles and mid red-brown sandstone brash (202), at a depth of between 0.38m and 0.56m below ground level. 

5.3.3
The natural (202) was cut by a linear feature [203], measuring at least 1.6m in length and orientated north-east to south-west. A slot was excavated through the feature and established a width of up to 0.6m and a depth of 60mm. The fill of feature [203] was a mid red-brown sandy clay (204), from which no finds were retrieved and feature [203] was interpreted as the base of a heavily truncated ditch of uncertain date and function. 

5.3.4
The natural (202) was cut by a second feature [205], with very irregular edges. Feature [205] measured up to 1.25m in length by up to 0.95m in width and up to 0.22m in depth. The fill of [205] was a loose mid red-brown silty clay (206) with occasional roots, from which no finds were retrieved, and the feature was interpreted as a probable tree bole rather than an archaeological feature. 

5.3.5
Above the features was a mid red-brown silty clay ploughsoil (201), measuring between 0.27m and 0.4m in depth. The upper layer in Trench 2 was a mid to dark red-brown silty clay topsoil (200), measuring between 0.11m and 0.2m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 12.87m and 13.85m AOD. A single unstratified pottery sherd of 17-19th century date was retrieved from Trench 2.
5.4
Trench 3
5.4.1
Trench 3 was located in the northern corner of the evaluation area and was orientated north-west to south-east. The trench measured 46.2m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.27m and 0.52m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 3 was as follows:- 

5.4.2
The earliest deposit was a natural mid orange-brown and mid red-brown slightly sandy clay (302), at a depth of between 0.38m and 0.48m below ground level. 

5.4.3
Above the natural (302) was a mid orange-brown silty clay ploughsoil (301), measuring up to 0.3m in depth. The ploughsoil was cut by an irregular feature [303], measuring 0.9m in length by 0.65m in width and 0.2m in depth. The fill of feature [303] was a mid grey-brown silty clay (304), from which no finds were retrieved. Fill (304) was very similar to the topsoil and the fact that the feature was cut through the ploughsoil suggests that it is of post-medieval or later date. 

5.4.4
The upper layer in Trench 3 was a mid to dark grey-brown silty clay topsoil (300), measuring between 0.2m and 0.3m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 12.03m and 13.93m AOD. 

5.5
Trench 4 
5.5.1
Trench 4 was orientated north-east to south-west and ran at a right angle from the middle of Trench 3. The trench measured 50m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.55m and 0.75m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 4 was as follows:- 

5.5.2
The earliest deposit was a mix of natural mid orange-brown sandy clay and mid red-brown sandstone brash (404), at a depth of between 0.35m and 0.7m below ground level. 

5.5.3
Above the natural (404) was a mid orange-brown silty clay ploughsoil (401), measuring up to 0.5m in depth. The ploughsoil was cut by a large feature [402], measuring at least 10m in width and at least 0.6m in depth. Feature [402] was visible at ground level as an ovoid depression with a slight mound on its western side. The feature was noted at the desk based assessment stage and was interpreted as evidence of quarrying. The fill of feature [402] was a loose rubbly sandstone brash (403), interpreted as the backfill waste from quarrying, and feature [402] was interpreted as a quarry pit of post-medieval date. 

5.5.4
The upper layer in Trench 4 was a mid to dark grey-brown silty clay topsoil (400), measuring between 0.2m and 0.3m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 12.65m and 13.10m AOD. 

5.6
Trench 5
5.6.1
Trench 5 was located on the western side of the evaluation area and was orientated north-east to south-west. The trench measured 23.4m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.45m and 0.5m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 5 was as follows:- 

5.6.2
The earliest deposit was a natural mid orange-brown slightly silty clay with manganese and brash inclusions (502), at a depth of between 0.4m and 0.5m below ground level. 

5.6.3
Above the natural (502) was a mid orange-brown silty clay ploughsoil (501), measuring up to 0.3m in depth. The upper layer in Trench 5 was a dark grey-brown silty clay topsoil (500), measuring between 0.2m and 0.3m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 12.14m and 12.32m AOD. 

5.7
Trench 6 (Fig 5)

5.7.1
Trench 6 was located in the centre of the evaluation area and was orientated north-west to south-east. The trench measured 50.9m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.32m and 0.56m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 6 was as follows:- 

5.7.2
The earliest deposit was a mix of natural mid orange- and mid red-brown sandy clay and red sandstone brash and bedrock (602), at a depth of between 0.32m and 0.5m below ground level. 

5.7.3
The natural (602) was cut by a linear feature [603], measuring at least 1.8m in length and orientated north-east to south-west. A slot was excavated through the feature and established a width of up to 0.72m and a depth of 0.1m. The fill of feature [603] was a mid orange-brown sandy clay (604), from which two tiny fragments of pottery of possible medieval date were retrieved. The feature was on the same alignment as a former field boundary, visible as a linear earthwork to the north-west of feature [603], and the feature may have been a ditch associated with this boundary. 

5.7.4
Ditch [603] was cut by an irregular ovoid feature [605], measuring up to 0.7m in length by 0.3m in width and 0.1m in depth. The fill of feature [605] was a mid to dark orange-brown silty clay (606) containing pottery of post-medieval/modern date along with a single residual sherd of medieval pottery of 13th to 15th century date. The feature was interpreted as a post hole of post-medieval date. The single sherd of medieval pottery may have derived from the fill of the earlier linear feature, [603].

5.7.5
A further possible feature [607] was recorded at the south-eastern end of the trench, cutting the natural sandstone bedrock. The possible feature measured at least 7.5m in width and was at least 0.3m in depth. The fill of feature [607] was a loose sandstone brash (608), which was very similar to the natural deposits in some parts of the evaluation area. No finds were retrieved from (608), and the feature was interpreted as either a quarry pit or a patch of more brashy natural sandstone. 

5.7.6
Above the features was a mid red-brown sandy clay ploughsoil (501), measuring between 0.16m and 0.39m in depth. The upper layer in Trench 6 was a dark red-brown silty clay topsoil (600), measuring between 0.13m and 0.24m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 11.59m and 12.31m AOD. 

5.8
Trench 7
5.8.1
Trench 7 was located on the north-eastern side of the evaluation area and was orientated north-west to south-east. The trench measured 24.5m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.33m and 0.53m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 7 was as follows:- 

5.8.2
The earliest deposit was a natural mid red-brown slightly sandy clay (702), at a depth of between 0.33m and 0.53m below ground level. 

5.8.3
Above the natural (702) was a mid red-brown sandy clay ploughsoil (701), measuring up to 0.29m in depth. Deposit (701) had been truncated across much of the trench and replaced with modern hardcore, which was interpreted as the builder’s compound used during the construction of the modern houses to the north-east. The upper layer in Trench 7 was a dark red-brown silty clay topsoil (700), measuring between 0.15m and 0.2m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 10.73m and 11.67m AOD. 

5.9
Trench 8 (Fig 6)

5.9.1
Trench 8 was located in the centre of the evaluation area and was orientated north-east to south-west. The trench measured 49.9m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.28m and 0.51m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 8 was as follows:- 

5.9.2
The earliest deposit was a mix of natural mid red-brown sandy clay and red sandstone brash (802), at a depth of between 0.28m and 0.42m below ground level. 

5.9.3
The natural (802) was cut by a linear feature [803], measuring at least 1.8m in length and orientated north-west to south-east. A slot was excavated through the feature and established a width of up to 0.8m and a depth of 80mm. The fill of feature [803] was a mid to dark red-brown silty clay (804), from no finds were retrieved. The feature was interpreted as a heavily truncated ditch of uncertain date, however it was on the line of an earlier field boundary, shown on early maps and aerial photographs and it is likely to be associated with this field boundary. 

5.9.4
The natural (802) was cut by an ovoid feature [805], measuring 0.3m in diameter and 0.22m in depth. The fill of feature [805] was a dark red-brown silty clay (806), from which no finds were retrieved and the feature was interpreted as a probable post hole, which may have been associated with the adjacent ditch [803]. 

5.9.5
Above the features was a mid red-brown sandy clay ploughsoil (801), measuring between 0.17m and 0.24m in depth. The upper layer in Trench 8 was a dark red-brown silty clay topsoil (800), measuring between 0.14m and 0.18m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 10.39m and 11.37m AOD. 

5.10
Trench 9
5.10.1
Trench 9 was located on the north-eastern side of the evaluation area and was orientated north-west to south-east. The trench measured 25m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.32m and 0.47m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 9 was as follows:- 

5.10.2
The earliest deposit was a natural red sandstone brash with patches of red-brown slightly silty clay (902), at a depth of between 0.32m and 0.47m below ground level. 

5.10.3
Above the natural (902) was a mid to dark red-brown silty clay ploughsoil (901), measuring between 0.2m and 0.3m in depth. The upper layer in Trench 9 was a dark grey-brown silty clay topsoil (900), measuring between 0.16m and 0.2m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 9.28m and 9.98m AOD. 

5.11
Trench 10
5.11.1
Trench 10 was located in the eastern corner of the evaluation area and was orientated east to west. The trench measured 50.5m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.35m and 0.64m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 10 was as follows:- 

5.11.2
The earliest deposit was a mix of natural red sandstone brash and red-brown slightly silty clay (1002), at a depth of between 0.35m and 0.5m below ground level. 

5.11.3
Above the natural (1002) was a mid to dark red-brown silty clay ploughsoil (1001), measuring between 0.17m and 0.34m in depth. The upper layer in Trench 10 was a dark grey-brown silty clay topsoil (1000), measuring between 0.18m and 0.25m in depth. A cut for a water main [1003] was recorded at the western end of the trench. Ground level was at a height of between 8.40m and 10.02m AOD. 

5.12
Trench 11
5.12.1
Trench 11 was located at the southern end of the evaluation area and was orientated east to west. The trench measured 49.3m in length by 1.8m in width and was excavated to a depth of between 0.3m and 0.74m below ground level. The sequence of deposits recorded in Trench 11 was as follows:- 

5.12.2
The earliest deposit was a mix of natural red sandstone brash and mid yellow-brown sandy clay (1104), at a depth of between 0.3m and 0.49m below ground level. 

5.12.3
At the eastern end of the trench the natural (1104) was cut by the edge of the quarry [1102], which was visible as a large depression in the southern part of the field. The backfill of the quarry was a dark red-brown silty clay and sandstone brash (1103). 

5.12.4
At the western end of the trench the natural was cut by two linear channels [1105], forming a ‘Y’. The channels measured 0.24m in width and 0.2m in depth and had vertical sides and flat bases. The fill of the channels was a dark red-brown silty clay containing frequent large fragments of sandstone (1106), from which no finds were retrieved. The channels were interpreted as field drains of post-medieval date. 

5.12.5
Above the features was a mid to dark orange-brown silty clay ploughsoil (1101), measuring between 0.2m and 0.3m in depth. The upper layer in Trench 11 was a dark grey-brown silty clay topsoil (1100), measuring between 0.15m and 0.3m in depth. Ground level was at a height of between 9.55m and 10.72m AOD. 

6
Finds

6.1
The pottery retrieved from the evaluation was washed and quantified and an assessment was carried out.

6.2
Pottery by Jane Timby

6.2.1
The archaeological work resulted in the recovery of a small assemblage of 27 sherds (227g) 22 of which derive from a single vessel. Most of the group dates to the post-medieval period with one sherd and two crumbs of possible medieval date. The assemblage is catalogued below:

6.2.2
Trench 2 

u/s
One basesherd, partially glazed red earthenware. Possibly Malvern Chase. ?17-19th century.

6.2.3
Trench 6 

(600)
One sherd of blue and white transfer decorated china. 19-20th century

(604)
Two small crumbs, 1g in weight. Probably medieval.

(606)
Twenty-two sherds from a clear glazed red earthenware vessel with moulded relief in classical style. 19-20th century.

One bodysherd with a sooted exterior. Unglazed local sandy ware. Medieval, 13-15th century.

7
Conclusions
7.1
The evaluation of land adjacent to Kensington Park, Magor, Monmouthshire has established the presence of archaeological features in seven of the 11 trenches excavated, Trenches 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8 and 11. 

7.2
The majority of the features recorded were either identified during the desk based assessment or are likely to be associated with features identified during the assessment, and include evidence for quarrying and field boundaries. Despite the positioning of trenches in areas identified in the desk based assessment as containing possible ridge and furrow (Trench 1) and a possible enclosure (Trenches 3 and 4), no evidence was found for these features. 

7.3
Evidence for sandstone quarrying was identified in Trench 4, quarry pit [402], in Trench 11, the large quarry pit [1102] and possibly in Trench 6, [607], although the latter may be the result of variations in the natural rather than a feature. Although no dating evidence was retrieved from any of these features they are thought to be of post-medieval date.

7.4
Six linear features were recorded, [103], [105] and [107] in Trench 1, [203] in Trench 2, [603] in Trench 6 and [803] in Trench 8. Only one of these features, ditch [603], produced any dateable finds, consisting of two tiny fragments of pottery of possible medieval date. Whilst the features are of uncertain date four of them, [107], [203], [603] and [803], are on the same alignment or at right angles to the existing field boundaries and may have formed part of a former field system. Ditch [803] is on the line of a boundary which is shown on a plan of 1854 (D2122.17), but which has gone by the date of the Third Edition Ordnance Survey Map of 1921 (OS 1921) and ditch [603] may have been associated with a boundary, which divided the north and south halves of the site, and which was still present in 1921 (OS 1921). 

7.5
Whilst a number of the linear features appear to relate to the present day field boundaries two features, [103] and [105], are on a different alignment and may predate the medieval field system. However, due to the absence of dating evidence from these features they can only be interpreted as gullies or ditches of uncertain date. 

7.6
The remainder of the features recorded consist of a probable tree bole [205], an irregular feature [303] of probable post-medieval date, two post holes, [605] and [805], the former being of post-medieval date, and two post-medieval field drains [1105]. 

7.7
The features recorded during the evaluation were of an ephemeral nature and appear to relate to the use of the site for mineral extraction and farming rather than for settlement. The recorded deposits were not considered to be of sufficient significance to affect the Local Plan Inquiry, and, in principle, there are considered to be insufficient archaeological grounds to oppose development on the site. 

8
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